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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the 

Parish Hall Club Room on Thursday 6 July 2017 
 
  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

 Members present 
 Cllr D Baker (chair) Cllr A Reeves 
 Cllr J Baker Cllr G Quick 

  Cllr J Enright Cllr C Southcott 
  Cllr S Parker      Cllr P Taylor 
      

In attendance: Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC (left 8.35pm), Cllr M Squires, DCC (left 8.05pm), 
J Hole, Parish Clerk, 9 members of public (3 left 7.45pm) 

Business to be Transacted 
Public Participation 

(i) Police Report 
There was no report 

(ii) Public Question Time.   

 Cllr D Baker reported that he was in contact with the relevant police officer to discuss the 

proposed speed camera and hoped to arrange a meeting soon. 

 Potholes on School Hill were causing problems for cyclists. Cllr M Squire said that these 

holes did not meet DCC’s definition of pot holes.  However, she had recently inspected 

School Hill with Steve Tucker, Neighbourhood Highways Manager, and it had been 

agreed to place these on the patching list although it was not clear when this would be 

done. 

 Newbridge Cross – the concrete blocks were dirty and silt and debris had been allowed 

to build up obscuring signs and reducing visibility, especially at night. If the road markings 

were followed, vehicles would end up too close to the blocks. Clerk to report to DCC.  

  
Formal Business 

01/07/17 Apologies 
 There were no apologies 
 
02/07/17 Declaration of Interest 
 Item 6.3.5 and 6.3.6 - Cllr G Quicke (PI) 
 
03/07/17 Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 1 June 2017  
 Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
04/07/17 To consider applicants  for co-option 

Two candidates were present and Cllr D Baker asked Roger Cashmoor and Cathy Yate 

to leave the room.  He explained to council that the third candidate, Graeme Barnell, was 

unable to be present tonight due to a family emergency, but was still interested in 

standing for co-option.  Cllr D Baker asked council if they wished to defer the co-option 

decision until the September meeting when all three candidates could be present?  This 

was proposed by Cllr S Parker and second by Cllr J Baker with all councillors in favour, 

except one.  The two candidates were invited back into the room and standing orders 

were suspended.  Cllr D Baker explained the situation and asked if each wished to make 

their presentation at tonights meeting or wait until the September meeting?  Both agreed 
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to make their presentation tonight.  Roger Cashmoor and then Cathy Yate made a five-

minute presentation and Cllr D Baker thanked them for their input.  Standing orders were 

re-instated.  

 
05/07/17 Mid Devon District Council 
5.1 Planning Applications  
 None    
5.2 Planning Decisions 
 None 
5.3 Update on Smallbrook drainage works 

It was not possible to thrust bore the pipe, so a partial road closure with traffic lights 

would be required.  The work was listed on DCC website as taking place next week  

5.4 To note response from Planning on the need for local plan to plan positively for 

development and infrastructure required by new developments.  Simon Trafford, 

Planning Officer will attend the September meeting to discuss further. 

 The response form Planning had been circulated.  This stated that “on a district wide 

spatial basis the adopted development plan and the Local Plan Review (2013-2033) 

does plan positively for new transport infrastructure and improvements to existing 

infrastructure to accommodate new development. For instance, the new planned 

arrangements at the A361 and junction 28 (M5) to accommodate new development at 

Tiverton and Cullompton respectively. In addition, localised improvements are planned 

for Crediton to accommodate the new development that is proposed.   

Clearly the process of consultation and examination has allowed for representation to be 

submitted regards the spatial strategy proposed by the local plan review (2013-2033). In 

addition, the consultation process that forms part of the decision-making process on 

individual planning applications also provides an opportunity to make specific comments 

and raise concerns” 

 Simon Trafford had since indicated that he felt the nature of the issues being raised were 

more strategic than planning application based and had suggested that someone from 

Devon County Council should attend the September council meeting.  Cllr D Baker stated 

that the local plan was a MDDC issue, not DCC and the Clerk was requested to ask 

Simon to attend.  Cllr P Hare-Scott would also follow this up with planning. 

5.5 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott to include update on possible actions re dog fouling 

 Cllr P Hare-Scott had contacted the waste manager for comment and the Clerk had 

received a reply from MDDC legal department.  It appeared that only district councils 

could adopt a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) and an “authorised officer” would 

need to be employed by MDDC.  The Clerk was requested to forward the legal 

response to the waste manager and to ask him if MDDC would consider adopting a 

PSPO. 

 Cllr P Hare-Scott reported that the audit was finalised and the year had finished well on 

budget.  Cullompton were applying for Garden Village status. A meeting would be held 

re the local plan and proposed developments at J27.  Following the tower block fire in 

London, MDDC had checked their buildings for fire safety. 

 
06/07/17 Finance 
6.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
 Cllr J Baker and Cllr J Enright 
6.2 Parish Council Receipts Current Account - none  
6.3 Parish Council Payment Current Account 
 These were agreed as: 
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Item Payee Purpose Amount £ 

6.3.1 Dorset Devon & Cornwall CRC Grass cutting at churchyard 120.00 

6.3.2 M J Nicholls Grass cutting May/June  295.00 

6.3.3 NSC Parish Hall Hall rent April to June 2017 54.00 

6.3.4 NSC Parish Hall Electricity for outside lamp 30.00 

6.3.5 J Quicke Rent of allotment field/footpath 22.00 

6.3.6 J Quicke Arboretum licence 10.00 

6.3.7 J Hole Salary and expenses 308.47 

   £839.47 
 

It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate councillors with details of any invoices 

received over the summer.   If agreed, payment would be made before the September 

meeting with formal agreement recorded at the September meeting. 

6.4             Balances (after above transactions):  

 6.4.1   Parish Council Current Account balance: £9,877.31 
 6.4.2   Footpath Account: £407.29 
 6.4.3   Car Park resurfacing fund balance: £1,500.00 
6.5 Financial Statement and Budget  
 Noted 
 
07/07/17 Matters raised by the Chair 
7.1  DALC are seeking views on a consultation by NALC re pay claim from local authority 

unions to raise NJC Clerks Salaries to a minimum hourly rate of £8.45  
 Details had been circulated.  It was noted that overall the pay claim was 6%.  Councillors 

resolved that this was not a matter for local councils to discuss as stated government 
policy was a 1% pay increase for public sector workers.   Clerk to reply to DALC. 

7.2 Update on the Greater Exeter Strategic plan.  Further information at: www.gesp.org.uk 

Cllr D Baker reported that consultation was expected from January.  Landowners have 
been asked for offers of land that could be released for development.  It was noted that 
the local plan currently only had development in NSC at Station Road at the old school 
site 

7.3 Update on lease for Recreation Ground 
Since the last meeting, the Rec had indicated that the lease was no longer a problem 
and no action was required by the Parish Council 

7.4 Parking in the Half Moon Bus stop – update 
Cllr D Baker had received confirmation from parking enforcement that the bus stop was 
an enforceable area and would be checked by local officers on route to Crediton.  The 
reference number was ENQ171016816 and this could be quoted if any reports of parking 
issues were made 

7.5 Update on the Crown & Sceptre 
Cllr D Baker had contacted Heavitree Brewery following several complaints that the 
brewery hedge was overgrown and blocking visibility.  The brewery had arranged for the 
hedge to be cut very promptly and Cllr D Baker had passed on his thanks.  Heavitree 
had advised that the pub would be shut until a new buyer could be found.  Cllr P Taylor 
asked if a community group could consider purchasing the pub? Cllr D Baker reported 
that although the pub was registered as a community asset, as long as it was being sold 
as a going concern, there was no requirement to notify the parish council about its sale.  
Any community purchase would therefore need to be done outside of the parish council. 

7.6 To consider if the current council website is adequate and to consider if councillor should 
have separate e-mail addresses for council related work 

 Cllr D Baker suggested that councillors should have e-mail addresses linked to the name 
of the parish council. This would keep council and personal e-mails separate.  There had 
been reports that some female councillors in Devon had received abusive e-mails to their 
personal addresses.  Cllr A Reeves agreed to help the Clerk investigate various 
possibilities for e-mail addresses.  It was noted that the website, although hosted for free 

http://www.gesp.org.uk/
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by MDDC, had limited functionality and councillors were asked to consider if another 
service provider should be considered.  Clerk to find out how many views the current 
website receives and if MDDC are able to provide e-mail addresses. Clerk to put on 
September agenda. 

7.7 To consider a village flag pole and a village flag 
Cllr D Baker asked councillors to consider if Newton St Cyres should have a village flag 
pole and village flag.  The school could be asked to design a village flag.  Clerk to put 
on September agenda. 

 
08/07/17 Councillor’s Reports  
8.1 Areas of Responsibility report  
 8.1a Surgeries   
 Matters raised at Surgery 3 June – potholes on School Hill – already discussed 

Matters raised on 2 July – concrete blocks at Newbridge Cross – already discussed.  
Cars were parking on both sides of Station Road near the junction with the A377 and 
this may cause a problem when the new school is open.  It was agreed to monitor the 
situation.  It was noted that work on the new school had not yet started and Cllr D Baker 
had written to Mel Stride, MP to ask him to find out why there was a delay.   
8.1b Future Surgeries – Cllr D Baker reported that the coffee morning on 5 August had 
been cancelled by the Craft Club/Church. However, he was willing to run a coffee 
morning in the Club Room, with a raffle to cover the cost.  Donations of raffle prizes were 
requested 
Cllr J Enright would attend the coffee morning on 2 September  

 8.1c Report from Resilience Meeting - This had been circulated and its content noted. 
8.1d General and allocation of areas of responsibility for new councillor - Deferred to 
September meeting 

 8.1e Update on response to Questionnaire about new clubs and groups 
 Three responses had been received.  It was resolved that no further action be taken. 
 Risk Assessments -  Cllr A Reeves and Cllr G Quicke to undertake these 

Car Park – a meeting had taken place and draft minutes would be circulated when 
available 
Parish Hall – Cllr G Quicke reported that the mini market proposal would not be followed 
up due to lack of quality stalls available.  However, once work had been completed in 
the kitchen, a breakfast club might be considered. 

 Footpaths – Councillors to let Cllr S Parker know of any problems 
 Litter – a volunteer was required for Castlands 

Creedy Local Action Group – Cllr G Quicke would be attending a police briefing on 
organised crime gangs 

 Press – Cllr J Baker thanked Cllr G Quicke for writing the last press report 
 
09/07/17 Clerk’s Report  
9.1 To approve Clerks Holiday – Friday 28 July to Friday 4 August  
 Approved 
9.2 Report from training on “Protecting websites and other ICT systems from cyber-attacks” 
 This had covered Data Protection changes coming into effect from April 2018 and tips 

for ensuring internet safety.  Clerk to circulate slides when available 
9.3 Update on Councillor Profiles 
 Clerk to send a reminder to those councillors who had not provided a profile. 
9.4 Update on cold caller stickers 
 The Clerk had received a small supply from the Police, which would be made available 

at the monthly surgeries.   
 
10/07/17 Parish Council 
10.1 Land at Churchyard – to note the requirement to install fencing within six months of 

signing agreement and to elect a plaque noting the donation of the land. The PC will be 
responsible for three boundary fences 
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 The requirements were noted.  An offer of help to tidy the area up had been received 
from a parishioner.  A locality grant application for £880.00 had been submitted to Cllr M 
Squires for the cost of the fencing. 

10.2 To agree training for new councillor – DALC courses 21.9.17 South Molton or 22.11.17 
 Deferred to September meeting  
10.3 To discuss responsibility for the open space that will be created in Kingfisher Close 

Cllr J Baker wished to know who would be responsible for the open space area that 
would be created in Kingfisher Close?  Cllr P Taylor agreed to review the S106 
documentation which should provide the answer. 

 
Minited here but taken after item 5 
11/07/17 Devon County Council 
11.1 Outstanding Highways issues (see separate sheet for Cllrs)  

Missing markers on the A377 – no update.  Cllr M Squires was requested to remind 
Steve Tucker, Neighbourhood Highways Manager 
Drainage in Sand Down Lane – Cllr D Baker was arranging a meeting with the land owner 
Chevron at entrance to Station Road – Cllr M Squires advised that Steve Tucker was 
aware of this request.  In addition, Cllr C Southcott had raised a request with the site 
manager  

11.2 New Road issues  
 Pot holes on School Hill – Clerk to report 

Concrete blocks at Newbridge Cross which require clearing. Cllr A Reeves suggested 
that the DCC link to report problems be put on the council’s Facebook page. 
Broken directional sign at Shute Cross – Cllr D Baker reported that this had been 
damaged by grass cutting and he asked Cllr M Squires if it was possible to make a claim 
on the contractor’s insurance?   Cllr M Squires advised writing to Steve Tucker and Tony 
Matthews.  If this was not successful, there may be another source of compensation 
available and she would send details to the clerk. 
Cllr J Baker suggested that DCC should consider reviewing its definition of a pot hole as 
there were safety issues with leaving large holes unfiled. Cllr M Squires advised that a 
lot of the definitions are taken from national policy. 

11.3 Report from Cllr M Squires  
Cllr M Squires had nothing further to report.  Cllr D Baker thanked her agreeing to pay 
for the new fencing at the churchyard. 

 
12/07/17 Miscellaneous Correspondence  

The Chairman of MDDC, Cllr Peter Heal, had requested to visit the November meeting 
and had asked for any questions to be notified beforehand.   

  
13/07/17 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 

Several flower boxes outside 1 The Village were broken, causing a trip hazard.  Clerk to 
ask for them to be removed. 

  
14/07/17 Date of next meeting: For planning, Thursday 13 July 2017 in the Clubroom, Parish 

Hall, 7.30pm, then Thursday 7 September 2017 in the Clubroom, Parish Hall at 
7.00pm 

 
End of Formal Business 

 
Public Participation 

 
Was there any news with regard to improved broadband facilities for parts of the parish not covered?  
Clerk to ask Devon and Somerset for update 
Overgrown hedge in Church Lane – Cllr D Baker to contact home owner 
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm 


