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Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Thursday 27 April 2017 in the 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm 

 
Present: 
The Chairman of Newton St Cyres Parish Council, Cllr D Baker presided. 
Attending were Parish Councillors, Cllr P Hare-Scott (MDDC),Cllr J Daw (MDDC), the Parish 
Clerk, those representing local groups and organisations and members of the public. 
 
Cllr D Baker welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the local organisation/clubs for 
attending. 
 
1. Apologies 
Cllr K Anstey, Cllr M Squires, Matt Barrow – Connecting Devon and Somerset 
 
2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 28 April 2016 
The Chairman requested those present at the last Annual Parish Meeting to approve the minutes.  
They were signed as a true record. 
 

3. Chairman’s Report 
The Parish Council has held 10 meetings during the year plus an Annual Parish Meeting.  These 
meetings have been regularly attended by our District Councillor, Peter Hare-Scott and where 
possible by our County Councillor Margaret Squires to whom we are very grateful for their 
contributions and continued support.  It has been an extremely busy and active year with regular 
items relating to planning, Police reports and Highways matters. 
 
The ongoing problem of dog fouling continues to be an issue for the Council despite the 
Council paying for numerous dog bins around the parish.  The Council also intend to provide 
disposable dog poo bags free of charge at the Parish Surgeries.  There are many very 
responsible dog owners but the problem appears to be caused by a small minority. 
 
The continued developments in Crediton and north of the Parish raises concerns with the 
increased traffic flow and pollution through the Parish and this matter has been raised with our 
MP, District Council and County Council. 
 
The Parish allotments continue to be a concern to the Council with the lack of take-up.  Our 
current allotment holders continue to look after the area as best they can, and for this we are 
grateful. 
 
The Parish Council have spent considerable time liaising and working with the many groups 
in the village including the Flood Resilience Group, the Arboretum, the Recreation Ground, 
the Parish Hall, Boniface Trail and the Church.  The Parish Council pays for the Churchyard 
to be kept tidy. 
 
The Parish Council have worked very closely with the Recreation Ground to install a 
defibrillator and for the ground to be available for the Devon Air Ambulance to use at night.  
The Recreation Ground have been most co-operative in both these matters. 
 
The Community-led Parish Plan has been produced and circulated and an Action Plan will be 
available with the Annual Report and Directory which is circulated to every household in the 
Parish.  
 
The Parish Council have endeavored to be as transparent as possible and will this year 
produce two newsletters, Winter and Summer, and the Annual Directory and these will be 
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delivered to each household.  Regular Parish Surgeries are held in conjunction with the Coffee 
Mornings held in the Parish Hall on the first Saturday of the month.  We now also have a 
Facebook page and a website. 
 
This year continues to be a difficult year with the County Council withdrawing services and 
expecting them to be picked up by Parish Councils but still continuing to impose unacceptable 
levels of regulations.  We have contracted Thorverton Parish Council’s handyman to keep the 
parish tidy as there was no response for this role from our parish. 
 
A very successful tea party was held for the over 90 year olds in the Parish to celebrate the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday and commemorative mugs were presented to them and to the school 
children. 
 
We have undertaken an Affordable Housing survey which has indicated a need for a number 
of affordable houses which hopefully will be built on the old school site. 
 
The Parish Council have been very actively involved in ensuring that the new School and 
associated housing development takes place in Station Road and it is pleasing to note that 
work has already started. 
 
The Parish Council has purchased both telephone boxes in the village for £1 each.  The one 
at the Station will be used as a Book Swap Shop under the guidance of Cllr Chris Southcott.  
The phone box in the village will house the village defibrillator (which at present is on the wall 
of the Crown & Sceptre) and provision for some book swaps. 
 
The Parish Council has been represented at the Raddon Hills Group of Parish Council 
meetings which involves all parishes from Bickleigh to Cowley and back to Crediton and 
involves 13 parishes in total.  This has proved a valuable vehicle through which to pressurize 
the higher authorities.  We are pleased that Jane Hole (our Clerk) is also Clerk to the Raddon 
Hills Group. 
 
Finally thanks to our MDDC and DCC Councillors for their work during the year and my fellow 
Councillors for their contributions and hard work during the year.   
 
Our Parish Clerk, Jane Hole, continues to provide us with excellent service and it has been a 
pleasure to work with her.  She has dealt with the business of the Parish Council in a most 
efficient manner and is now a qualified Parish Clerk which has allowed the Council to adopt 
General Power of Competency.  This allows the Council to undertake any action it wishes as 
long as it is legal! 
 
Thanks also go to Daphne Clague who has taken over the role of Auditor for the Council in an 
honorary capacity. 
 
To all our Parishioners, thank you for your support for our many ventures.  The Parish Council 
will continue to strive to help all its Parishioners. 
 
Councillors’ attendance at Parish Council meetings 2016/17 
 
There have been 10 Council meeting and Councillors attended the following: 
 
Kate Anstey   6 David Baker 10 
Jill Baker 10 Gina Quicke   8 
Steve Parker   8 Adam Reeves   9 
Chris Southcott 10 Paul Taylor   9 
Jacqui Ward -   Jim Enright     5 
(resigned Oct 2016) (elected Oct 2016  5 meetings) 
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4. Parish Council Unaudited Financial Statement for year ending 31 March 2017 
Circulated to all present and noted  
 
5. Speaker  
Matt Barrow, Stakeholder Engagement Officer, Connecting Devon and Somerset had e-mailed the 
following report: 

 
Phase 1: 

• Village well served by Newton St Cyres cabinet 1 - Standard Fibre to the Cabinet (FttC) 
– 196 total premises / 170 at superfast speeds 

• Parish to the east served by Newton St Cyres 4 – Exchange Only FttC – 91 total 
premises / 51 superfast seeds 

• Still some EO lines in and around Half Moon currently 
 
Phase 2: 

• Approximately 230 premises will be covered under Phase 2 with Fibre to the Home 
(FttH) 

• Mainly around Marsh Mill Court & Half Moon (from Crown & Sceptre to New Bridge 
Cross) 

• Also Langford Road, New Estate  and others ..... 
• Probably due mid-2018 but awaiting finalised details from Gigaclear which we should 

have by June 
 

6. Speaker – Cllr John Daw, Chairman of Mid Devon District Council (MDDC) 
Cllr J Daw thanked the Parish Council for the invitation and praised the council for its wide 
range of activities and achievements and for the excellent way it is run under the chairmanship 
of Cllr D Baker.   He gave a brief overview of how MDDC is run:  the council is a cabinet run 
council with 42 councillors. There are various committees including audit, scrutiny and 
standards, environment and enterprise. He highlighted the efficient running of the councils 
housing department and the improvements in  waste management and recycling.  Following 
staffing cuts over the years, the current staff and officers were performing well. The council is 
well placed to ensure it can maintain its services to the community.  Cllr D Baker thanked Cllr 
J Daw for his input 

 
7. Presentation of Community Award 
The Community Award for voluntary services was presented to Joyce Rooke.  The 
presentation had taken place on Monday 24 April at the weekly bingo session. 
 
8. Public Participation/Questions 
Dog fouling – a parishioner reported that another local authority had introduced a byelaw which 
meant that dog owners would receive a £100 fine if they were unable, when requested by an 
authorised person, to show they had a means of collecting dog waste.   It was noted that dog 
waste was a problem through-out the village and in the arboretum.  The Parish Council agreed 
to investigate further. 
A representative from the Parish Hall/arboretum said how helpful it was to have a Parish 
Councillor as a nominated contact, who attended meetings and acted as a link between the 
organisations. 
A parishioner reported that they had received different advice from BT to that given in Matt 
Barrow report regarding the likelihood of broadband services to Sweetham.  The contact details 
for Connecting Devon and Somerset would be made available for individuals to make contact 
directly 
 
The Chairman thanked all for their attendance and support and the meeting closed at 8.40pm 

 


