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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the 

Parish Hall Clubroom on Thursday 2 March 2017 
 
  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

 Members present 
  Cllr D Baker (Chair)  Cllr A Reeves 
  Cllr J Baker   Cllr C Southcott  
  Cllr J Enright    Cllr P Taylor 
  Cllr S Parker    
   

In attendance: J Hole, Parish Clerk, Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC, Cllr M Squires (arrived 
8.30pm), 3 members of public  
 

Business to be Transacted   
Public Participation 

I. Police Report 
 Incident logs created between 27/01/2017 and 01/03/2017: 

Damage only RTC (road traffic collision) with altercation, concern for welfare on A377, pony 
on road, RTC – car into wall, bad driving A377, intruder in garden, domestic incident, 
concern for welfare, female in distress A377 

 Crimes recorded between 27/01/17 and 01/03/2017:  
1 x driving a motor vehicle when above the alcohol limit, 1 x criminal damage, 2 x burglary – 
non-dwelling. 
We believe the burglaries are connected to the spate of burglaries that took place over 
night between 21 and 22 February across the Crediton area. They were all non-dwelling 
burglaries, mainly sheds with small items taken. In some case, nothing was taken but 
damage done to shed doors/locks. Please be reminded to secure your outbuildings as well 
as you can and check them regularly. Any high value items need to be marked, serial 
numbers recorded and if possible, kept in the most secure location available to you. If you 
need advice on security marking etc., please look online or contact me. 
Once again, I thank all members of the community who take the time to call us when they 
see a situation that concerns them. As always, I am happy to receive non-urgent contact via 
my email, but if a crime is taking place or a person is at risk please call 999. To record a 
non-urgent incident at the time or after the event please call 101 to receive a log number. 

II. Public Question Time 
Bus stop in Half Moon – Cllr D Baker advised that it was a designated bus stop. A letter had 
been delivered to residents advising them that vehicles parking in the bus stop may receive 
a parking ticket.  A further update would be requested from Cllr M Squires, DCC 
Report of two incidents of fly tipping -  one in Station Road, involving asbestos, collected 
promptly by MDDC and two black sacks in the field entrance in Sand Down Lane – Cllr S 
Parker to inform landowner 

Formal Business  
01/03/17 Apologies   
 Cllr G Quicke (holiday), Cllr K Anstey (family commitment), Cllr M Squires would arrive late. 
  
02/03/17 Declaration of interest - None 
 
03/03/17 Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 2 February 2017 
 Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
04/03/17 Mid Devon District Council 
4.1 Planning Applications: None 
4.2 Planning Decisions:  
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 16/01942 - Works to trees in a Conservation Area at Court Orchard Copse – No objection 
4.3 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott 
 Last week’s MDDC Council meeting had approved next year’s budget and discussed the 

constitution.  MDDC would be employing two workmen/litter pickers to ensure the tidiness 
of the Mid Devon area.  MDDC’s portion of the council tax would increase by the maximum 
allowed - 3%.    The area behind Tiverton Town Hall would be tidied up next financial year. 

 
05/03/17 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
 Cllr S Parker and Cllr P Taylor 
5.2 Parish Council Receipts Current Account:   
 Item     Payee               Purpose                                                                Amount £ 

5.2.1 DALC Raddon Hills payment for Clerk 110.00 

   £110.00 
5.3 Parish Council Payments Current Account:  
 These were agreed as: 
 Item     Payee               Purpose                                                                Amount £ 

5.3.1 Devon Communities 
Together 

Contribution towards housing needs survey 
December 2016 

300.00 

5.3.2 J Hole Reimbursement for new pads for Defibrillator 
by Crown & Sceptre  

93.60 

5.3.3 NSC Footpath 
Account 

VAT refund for footpath items 
(via letter to bank) 

125.59 

5.3.4 J Hole Reimbursement for Care plan for laptop 156.00 

5.3.5 A J Carpenter Redecoration to lamp post at parish hall 70.00 

5.3.5 J Hole Salary & expenses incl Raddon Hills admin 
payment of £110.00 

329.66 

5.3.6 HMRC PAYE 72.44 

   £1,147.29 
 

Since the agenda had been sent out two additional invoice had been received:  one for the 
new signs for the adopted telephone kiosks for £141.70 and the other for the adoption of 
the telephone kiosk outside the Crown & Sceptre for £1.00.  It was resolved to pay both. 

5.4 Balances: 
 5.4a Parish Council Current Account balance: £10,271.71 
 5.4b Parish Council Reserve Account balance: £841.27 
  5.4c Parish Council Footpaths Account: £407.29 
5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor  
 Cllr D Baker ran through each item on the budget monitor.  Although some areas had 

overspent against budget, overall finances were good. 
  

Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 
 
06/03/17 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1 Update on ANPR camera 

 Cllr D Baker had spoken to the Rodborough Parish Councillor who was responsible for the 
ANPR camera and would visit the parish in the next few weeks to discuss further.  The 
ANPR camera worked in the same way as community speed watch except it operated 24/7. 
The camera could be moved between approved sites.  Cllr D Baker would endeavour to get 
answers to all questions including how approval for the installation should be obtained and 
from who, how the information is downloaded, who keeps the money from any fines and 
does it require an electric supply?  There is increasing pressure nationally to get such 
cameras approved by the Home Office. 

 
07/03/17 Councillor’s Reports 
7.1 Areas of Responsibility Report 
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Bus Shelters – Cllr S Parker reported that he would tighten up the fixing for the village 
green shelter which had become loose following the recent windy weather.  
Noticeboards – Clerk to obtain a quote for a new larger noticeboard at Sand Down Lane 
and to arrange a repair to the Tytheing Close noticeboard 

 Village Green – Cllr S Parker to weed treat the grass in April and prune the tree 
 Allotment – the Clerk would be meeting a prospective tenant at the allotment next week. 
 Station – the damaged fence had been repaired 

Press - The Annual Report might require a newsletter to address the actions points arising 
from the parish plan which are being followed up by the development group. 
Raddon Hills – A meeting had taken place recently and the minutes would be circulated 
shortly.  Tom Vaughan, DCC Highways had attended and generally his input had been well 
received.  Highways were endeavouring to put more information on line and details of 
easements should soon be online soon. There were no police in attendance at the meeting.  
Clerk to find out police structure and contacts. 
School – It was noted that road works required for the new school should start shortly in 
Station Road and last for about a month.  It appeared that the full road widening would not 
be taking place. The partial widened road system would be monitored.  Cllr D Baker 
informed the meeting that Kingswood Homes had asked the School to run a competition to 
find a name for the development.  The name would then come to the Parish Council before 
going to MDDC for approval and agreement.  In addition, there may also need to be a road 
name.  Councillors considered if they should accept the name put forward by the school or 
if they should ask parishioners?  The majority of councillors were happy to accept a 
reasonable name put forward by the school. 
Development Group – following a meeting, various action points had been identified and 
another meeting would be scheduled for the end of April.  A request to identify any 
volunteers required had been sent to various village organisations including the Parish 
Council. Cllr D Baker requested that the councillors responsible for litter pickers, speed 
watch, friends of the station, flood group and neighbourhood watch let Cllr J Baker know of 
any volunteers required by the end of next week. 
Arboretum – a grant of £1,000 had been received from the Tesco Bags of Help Scheme 
and this would likely be used to develop an access trail for disabled use.  A dog mess 
awareness day was planned for Saturday 18 March and it was suggested this might be 
rolled out across the village.  After discussion, it was agreed that the Clerk should 
purchase some biodegradable dog mess bags and these could be given out at the parish 
surgeries.   
Training - Cllr P Taylor would endeavour to put together a briefing note on the Community 
Infrastructure Levy 
Neighbourhood Watch – There had been two break-ins at sheds in Tytheing Close but no 
alerts had been sent.  Cllr J Enright had spoken to Nikki Payne, PCSO, who had apologised 
for the lack of alert on this occasion. Cllr J Enright had invited Nikki to drop in to a PC 
Meeting if she was free. 
Boniface Trail – a constructive meeting had taken place with Jamie Hulland, Strategic 
Planning Officer and Cllr Stewart Hughes, Cycling Officer, DCC.  The first land owner 
agreement had been drafted and amendments were with solicitors. Crediton Town Council 
had agreed a grant of £400.00. It was hoped that S106 funding would be available from the 
new development in Station Road.  Cllr D Baker stated that the PC would need to decide on 
its priorities for S106 spending as a footpath from the new school site down to the Rec was 
also required. 

 7.1a Surgeries:  Matters raised on 4 February 2017 - this had taken place at the Crown & 
Sceptre and was well attended by about 25 people.  The cost of refreshments had been 
met by the raffle proceeds.  A query had been raised about disabled access to the car park 
following the recent drainage work.  The hall would arrange for the gate to be moved to 
ensure level access. 

 Next surgery: 4 March – Cllr A Reeves to attend.  Other surgeries would be covered as 
follows:   Cllr J Enright – May, Cllr P Taylor -  June and Cllr C Southcott – July 

 
08/03/17 Clerk’s Report  
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8.1 Update on Speakers for APM 
John Daw, Chairman of MDDC and Matt Barrow, Stakeholder Engagement Officer, 
Connecting Devon and Somerset had agreed to attend.  The Clerk was requested to 
invite village organisations to provide an information display and ask for written reports 
which would be printed in the Annual Report. 

 
09/03/17 Parish Council 
9.1 Update on Thorverton Handyman 
 The Clerk had shown the handyman the location of the works and it was hoped that he 

would start next week.  
9.2 Update on adopted telephone kiosk  
 The new signs had been delivered and Cllr S Parker would install on the kiosk by the Beer 

Engine.  Cllr C Southcott had put up some book shelves.  He had received a lot of books 
and it was agreed that Cllr C Southcott was responsible for the kiosk so could decide which 
books were displayed.  There were some spare leaflet dispensers available from the Tourist 
Information office in Exeter. The Clerk had requested some paint from BT.  Once the kiosk 
outside the Crown & Sceptre was adopted, it would be necessary to arrange for the 
defibrillator to be moved and Cllr S Parker agreed to liaise with the electrician.  It had been 
confirmed that the defibrillator meet BT requirements.  Clerk to enquire if BT would carry 
out a refurbishment to the kiosk prior to transfer as the door needed some attention. 

9.3 Update on Avian Flu 
 Cllr D Baker had circulated the latest DEFA guidelines which would also be posted on the 

noticeboards. 
 
10/03/17 Devon County Council 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues - None 
10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC  

There were missing markers on the A377 before footbridge from the Crediton direction. Cllr 
M Squires was asked to enquire if these would be replaced.  It was noted that work had 
started to repair the damaged cottage at Half Moon and the scaffolding was being removed 
each day during rush hour. Cllr M Squires advised that if the scaffolding could not be 
removed during rush hour, then there was a requirement for the traffic lights to be actively 
managed. 

 Cllr D Baker reported that the drainage works planned for Smallbrook were no longer listed 
on the on-line road work site. Cllr M Squires was asked to provide an update. 

10.3 Report from Cllr M Squires.   
DCC would be increasing its portion of the council tax by the maximum allowed, 3%.  
Money had been allocated from reserves for Highways but this was still less than required.  
Additional money from central government had been received for potholes.  Cllr M Squires 
requested that councillors let her know of any roads that required attention so these can be 
included in the priority works where possible.  The road from The Beer Engine to Wykes 
Cross was identified.  It was noted that DCC had a new road contractor from 1 April.   

 
11/03/17 Miscellaneous Correspondence - None 
 
12/03/17 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda  -   New graveyard 

 
13/03/17 Date for next meeting: Thursday 6 April 2017 in the Parish Hall Club Room at 7.30pm 
 

End of Formal Business 
Public Participation 
How would the information from an ANPR camera be transferred to the police?  Cllr D Baker hoped to 
find out at his meeting in Rodborough 
Cllr M Squires reported that the bus stop at Half Moon would be looked at by enforcement officers on 
an ad hoc basis and she would reminder Steve Short to ensure this happened. 
 
The meeting closed at 9pm 


