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WASHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
     

The minutes of a Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 17th January 2017 in 
Washfield Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.  

 
Present: Cllrs R Arnold (Chairman). M Balment, J Boundy, P Crease, J Mock, Mrs A Trout 
and R Webber.  
In attendance: the Clerk, Mrs J Larcombe. 
 
65/01/17. To receive apologies. Apologies were received from County Cllr Mrs P Colthorpe  
                and District Cllr R Stanley. 
 

66/01/17. Disclosure of interest in item on the Agenda. There were no disclosures. 
 

67/01/17. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd November 2016 as a true  
                record of the Meeting. The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting  
                and they were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 

68/01/17. Matters arising from the minutes. The retention of the phone box after BT  
                removes the phone needs to be discussed by the Village Hall Committee. There are  
                no objections to BT removing the phone.  
                There were problems with the portable wireless hearing loop system the Village  
                Hall were considering purchasing and it is not known whether a funding application  
                has been made.   
 

69/01/17. Planning 
                a) To make a recommendation on any planning applications received  
                before the meeting. 
                16/01842/HOUSE Installation of 1 dormer window and alterations to raise garage  
                roof. Pond House, Stoodleigh. Applicant: Mr M Drown. 

           Comment: Washfield Parish Council support the granting of approval. 
           16/01892/FULL Installation of hydropower scheme featuring new fish pass on  
           Bolham Weir; extension of existing leat; Archimedean screw turbine; housing for  
           generator and control system. Land at 294841 115256 (adjacent to pumping  
           station), Bolham. 
           Applicant: Mr T Baker, Exe Valley Community Hydro Ltd. 
           Comment: Washfield Parish Council support the granting of approval. 
           17/00048/CLU Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use of a dwelling in breach  
           of agricultural occupancy condition (2) of planning permission EN.5613 for a period  
           in excess of ten years. Stags Holt, Washfield. Applicant: Mr & Mrs D Elston. 
           Comment Washfield Parish Councillors agreed with Mr & Mrs Elston's statement  
           that they had lived at Stagsholt for more than ten years whilst not employed or last  
           employed in agriculture. 
           b) To note any decisions on planning applications made by MDDC. 
           16/01712/LBC Listed Building Consent for the installation of 6 replacement  
           windows and 1 replacement door. 3 The Weeches, Washfield.  
           Decision: permission refused. 
           c) Local Plan Review 2013 – 2033 Proposed Submission January 2017. 
           This was noted. 
           d) Any other planning matters. There were no other planning matters. 
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70/01/17. Highways 
                a) To report on any highways work carried out in the parish and to note any  
                highways work needed.  
                There is still thick mud on Long Lane.  
                Councillors reported there was a serious lack of signage during a recent road  
                closure. There was no emergency access even though the closure notice on the  
                website claimed it would be maintained.  
                Gullies are still blocked on Stoodleigh Drive and water is running down the road.  
                The footpath from Washfield to Pond House has been cleared which is appreciated  
                by the Parish Council.  
                A Parish Council working party cleared the vegetation overhanging the pavement  
                between the Memorial Hall and the Church.  
                Taylor Wimpey have not trimmed the hedge between Washfield Lane and  
                Rackenford Meadows to improve visibility.  

     b) Any other highways matters. It was reported the road sweeper had visited  
     Washfield again. 

           

71/01/17. Finance 
           a) To approve any payments. It was resolved to make the following payments: 
           Mrs J Larcombe - £70.96 Clerk’s salary (Chq no 485) 
           Grant Thornton - £120.00 external audit (Chq no 486) 
           Washfield Memorial Hall - £40.00 meeting room hire (Chq no 487) 
           b) To agree the precept for 2017/18. It was agreed that the precept for 2017/18  
           would be £1450.90. 

                c) To agree the Churchyard Grant to the PCC. It was agreed to increase the  
                grant to £300. The grant was increased by £50 because the cost of maintaining the  
                churchyard is rising and last year’s grant of £250 was less than 50% of the cost. 
                        

72/01/17. County & District Cllr Reports 
                A County Cllr report from Cllr Mrs Colthorpe was received by email. 

At Cabinet on 14th December it was noted that Westminster had made little progress 
in rebalancing funding between urban and rural authorities and the Leader 
confirmed that he would be meeting Devon’s M.Ps in the near future to urge them to 
pursue the county’s case for increased funding, particularly, but not only, in relation 
to social care services, education and the N.H.S. Devon remains very close to the 
bottom of the list in both of the latter two sectors. 
Announced by the Secretary of State on 15th December, DCC.’s provisional  local 
government settlement for 2017/18 is £128,300,000.00 and includes a number of 
changes.  Last year the ‘social care precept’ (a ring-fenced addition to council tax) 
was set at 2% for the period from 2016/17 – 2019/20 but has been altered to allow it  
to be increased  to 3% per annum for this year and next  or 2% per annum over the 
remaining three years of the ‘quadrennial’ i.e. a total increase over the period of no 
more than 6% in all.  Changes to the ‘New Homes Bonus’ would see the county’s 
allocation reduced by £709,000, those reductions nationally being used to create a 
new ‘Adult Social Care Support Grant’ for 2017/18 only, DCC.’s share of which will 
be £3,592,000. Changes to the business rate retention scheme, while giving 
£74,000 with one hand, takes away (from the local element of business rates) with 
the other so that the outcome will be much as before.  The ‘Public Health’ grant has 
been confirmed at £28,238,000 (in line with expectation) and notification of the 
‘Dedicated Schools Grant’ has  yet to be received. Several other, smaller, grants 
also remain to be notified.    
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As usual, the various elements of the budget will be scrutinised by the appropriate  
committees:- Health and Wellbeing on Thursday 19th January;  Place on Friday 20th;  
People on Monday 23rd and Corporate Services on Tuesday 24th. On Monday 30th, 
all members of the council will have the opportunity to question and comment on the 
budget proposals at the ‘Joint Scrutiny Day’.  Members of the public may, of course, 
be present at any of these meetings and, if they wish, may make representation at 
the appropriate moment, usually described on the agenda as ‘Public Participation’. 
The County Council’s considerable overspend of £8,786,000 was reported at 
Cabinet on 11th January. Recruitment to vacant posts across the council has  been 
put on hold and, since  1st January, recruitment has been and remains restricted to 
‘business critical’ positions and those which would lead to significant risk if left 
unfilled.  The engagement of any interim or agency staff or any consultant requires 
the authorisation of the Chief Executive and will only be considered in exceptional 
circumstances. 
Charlton Lodge, Tiverton, is being redeveloped as a centre for children with special 
educational and/or health needs and it has recently received £136,000 for the 
‘detailed design phase’ of the work. The money came from unused funds in the 
Planning, Transport and Environment directorate’s capital programme so was not an 
increase to any existing budget. 
To finish on a lighter note, I thought you might be as interested as I was to learn 
that, when Devon buys road salt it does it on a huge scale – literally by the boatload.   
Supplies presently come from Ireland and the delivery unloaded w/e 6th January 
came through Teignmouth, a first for this Devon port.  DCC. always tries to ensure 
that shipments be made through the county’s own ports. A win/win situation with 
harbour dues for the port and lower distribution costs for DCC. 
 
There was no District Cllr report. 
 
Cllr Crease reported he had attended the MDDC Homes Policy Development Group 
meeting held earlier in the day. DCC has agreed to take 74 Syrian families under 
the Syrian Vulnerable Persons Scheme and District Councils will take between 4 – 8 
families. Members of Washfield spoke in support of the scheme and expressed their 
willingness to support one family. The Group has recommended to cabinet that up 
to 5 families are housed/supported in Mid Devon for the duration of the scheme 
provided the costs are met by the DCC led resettlement programme which has a 
duration of 4 years. Refugee families will be accommodated in private sector 
accommodation. 
 

73/01/17. To discuss the reviewed MDDC Town and Parish Council Charter. The charter  
                was noted. The Parish Council do not want to sign up officially. 
 

74/01/17. To agree a date for the 2017 Annual Parish Meeting and agree a speaker. The  
                proposed date for the APM is either 19th April or 26th April. It was agreed to ask Mrs  
                Rowlinson to give a talk on her walk on the South West Coastal Footpath.  
 
75/01/17. To consider further whether there are any projects in Washfield that would  
                benefit from a grant from the TAP Fund. No other projects were put forward. 
      

76/01/17. Chairman’s Announcements and Correspondence. There were no Chairman’s  
                announcements. 
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77/01/17. Public Questions. There were no members of the public. 
 
78/01/17.  Date of next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21st March 2017.        


