
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8 FEBRUARY 2017 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                                      
 IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                     
                          Present:  Mr V Steer in the Chair, 
                                                         Messrs R P Edworthy, C R McAllister, C D Nicks (part only), M C Williams and R J Yelland.      
                 Cllr N Way.                  
                                                         Members of the public: Nil.                                                          
                                                         Clerk: Miss B D Ware. 
                      Apologies:  Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell, Mr T J Vanstone and Cllr J Squire. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PARISH  COUNCIL  

 
1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public present; nothing raised. 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 11 January 2017, having been circulated in advance, were 
approved as a complete and accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. Matters Arising: 
 (i) Den Brook wind farm.  Mr Nicks advised that, to date, four initial applications had been submitted to the 
 Fund.                                                                                                                                                                                                                
 (ii) Community helipad, proposal.  D.C.C. had confirmed approval of Invest in Devon grant application at £2,500 
 and Mr Williams had confirmed Devon Vintage Car Club would grant £1,200 (thus £3,700 pledged) therefore the
 Town, Parish & Community (T.A.P.) Fund application not needed.  Planning application completion was in hand.  
 A quotation for additional electrical work, from A Bowden Electrical Contractors at £512.00 + vat, was to hand.  
 D.A.A.T.’s formal letter re. costs/government grant with Terms & Conditions was awaited. 
 (iii) Jackman Car Park, Barns Cottage gable end wall protection.  Barrier installation work had been completed by 
 Mr Vanstone with Mr Nicks and Mr McAllister.  In Mr Vanstone’s absence it was uncertain whether costs for 
 posts, etc. had been incurred and needed reimbursement.  Mr Edworthy was thanked for supplying concrete.  
 The householder had emailed his thanks – his email was read.                                                                                                                                                                              
 (iv) Grass areas Langford estate.  Mr Vanstone had spoken to the parishioner, who would approach the 
 landowner.                                                                                                                                                                                 
 (v) Blocked drains, Bow incidents.  South West Water was agreeable to highlighting the problem and publish 
 advice to Bow residents via Bow and Arrow; an article would be in March issue.  It was understood that two 
 further possible incidents may have occurred in recent weeks. 
. 

4. Planning 
APPLICATIONS 
Nil 
 
M.D.D.C. DECISION – APPROVAL 
16/01675/LBC  
Proposal: Listed Building Consent to repair lean-to roof and to install five replacement windows                                        
Location: Grattans Cottage, Bow  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 273569 / 101884 
 

5. Bow BT K6 Telephone Kiosk.  The adoption process had been completed – notices had been affixed in the kiosk, 
the emergency services had been notified by letter, etc.  All Risks insurance cover had been arranged; no balance 
to pay in current year with additional annual premium of £12.00 to be reflected at renewal.  Parishioners’ 
suggestions on future uses would be invited with support for possible uses gauged via the Bow and Arrow. 
 

6. Casual Vacancy.  M.D.D.C. had been notified and Notice of Vacancy had been posted on village notice boards.  
No requests for a by-election had been received by M.D.D.C.  The process of filling the vacancy by co-option 
would commence.  The vacancy would be publicised via the Bow and Arrow inviting written expressions of 
interest for consideration by Members at a future meeting. 
 

7. Proposed Street Lighting – Junction of Bow Mill Lane with A3072 to Southern Co-op shop.  Cllr Way reported 
that the D.C.C. Highway Community Enhancement Fund had just had eligibility criteria modified which meant the 
street-lighting scheme could qualify for 50% funding. Cllr Way had brought copies of the awaited D.C.C. diagrams 
(depicting street-lighting layout plus Give Way sign & speed limit/de-restriction signs to be illuminated) which                                                              
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https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=OFPNPTKS02T00


were circulated to Members.  Cllr Way suggested that 50% (approx. £27,000) might be granted by D.C.C. 
Highway C.E.F., leaving a similar figure (D.C.C. had not clarified any vat element) to be found, which might be 
part-funded from Den Brook Community Fund, T.A.P. Fund and Co-op shop fund.  A site meeting, with D.C.C. 
Lighting Engineer Mr Ware, Western Power Distribution, Cllr Way and Bow Parish Council representatives, would 
be arranged by Cllr Way.                                   
 

8. Mid Devon Local Plan Review, Proposed Submission (incorporating proposed modifications) and Revised 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Draft Charging Schedule Consultation.  Mr Edworthy declared an interest 
and left the meeting.  Members did not wish for a M.D.D.C. Forward Planning officer to attend a meeting.  The 
Clerk had attended the exhibition at Crediton on 25/1/17.  Members considered the proposed modification in 
the M.D.D.C. Local Plan Review 2013-2033 proposed submission pertaining to Policy BO1 (land adjacent to Holly-
well, Bow).  Advice from the Highway Authority had stated that a suitable access could only be achieved into the 
site via the north-west corner and therefore the existing house, Hollywell, would need to be demolished.  The 
modification added, “however, an alternative access option will be considered if a suitable scheme can be 
demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Highway Authority.”  Parish Council was content with the modification, 
not wishing to respond to the consultation and agreed no response would be submitted. 

 
9. Burston Meadow Sport & Recreation Ground.  A request from the Chairman of Burston Meadow Recreational 

Group, for funding the Building Regulations work associated with construction of the new changing rooms, had 
been received and was read.  A quotation at £750.00 + vat was to hand.  Members agreed to fund the work.  
M.D.D.C. had yet to confirm allocation of Sect.106 Funding for the changing rooms, so building regulation work 
would be held in abeyance pending receipt of M.D.D.C.’s approval of allocation of Sect. 106 Funds.  M.D.D.C. had 
been sent reminders and been requested to suggest a solution to All Timber Frames Ltd Payment Terms (staged 
payment.) and would be further pursued.  Mr Steer reported on progress at the site – volunteers were carrying 
out stone picking at the new pitch, the planned Open Day event might be deferred given delays to construction 
of the changing rooms, etc. 
 

10. Town, Parish and Community Fund 2016/17.  As Parish Council would not be submitting a T.A.P. Fund applica-
tion for community helipad, a possible application from Burston Meadow Sport & Recreation Cttee. had been 
anticipated but it was reported the Committee would not submit an application given the short timeframe.  
Parish Council might be making an application for funding towards the lighting scheme (refer Minute no.7).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

11. D. C.C. Highways Matters.   
Proposed extension of 30mph limit, A3072 west of Bow village.  Cllr Way reported that the SCARF Committee had 
not met because the C’ttee. comprised a mix of agency representatives which included a Police officer who had 
retired and not (yet) been replaced.  Cllr Way was pursuing the matter with Mr Tucker.  
Repainting of white lining. The line missed (junction of Junction Rd-Churchlands) had still not been repainted. 
Highway Community Enhancement Fund.  D.C.C. highlighted the fund (support to communities carrying out 
maintenance work) and provided further information.  An application to the Fund might be made for Bow’s 
street lighting scheme (refer Minute no.7). 
Street lights, A3072, Bow village.  Work to change to white L.E.D. lights was ongoing.    
Potholes, Blackpool Cross, Walson Road - Bow Pound.  Some potholes, Blackpool Cross - Walson, had been filled, 
other potholes, west of the church, had not.    
Potholes, Godfreys Gardens estate road.  The southern side of the estate road, over which all vehicles had to 
travel given vehicles parked on northern side, had deteriorated significantly with the surface being in very poor 
condition, provoking local complaints.  Cllr Way commented that D.C.C. gave estate roads a low priority.    
A3072, Bow village, parking on double yellow lines.  Mr Steer drew attention to difficulties arising from vehicles 
parked on double yellow lines, thereby eliminating passing places for larger vehicles and causing congestion.  He 
had reported the matter to the Police and to D.C.C. 
A3072, Bow village, tarmac surface cracking.  Attention was drawn to surface cracking along the highway, (50cm 
from north kerb) from the Old Malt House to Jackman Car Park.  Members commented on numerous other areas 
of deterioration (around manhole covers, storm water gratings, etc).  The road had been resurfaced in 2012.   
D.C.C. Highways, new contractors Skanska.  The new contract would commence 1 April 2017.  Cllr Way said 
County Council would be seeking feedback.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

12. Monitoring of Services. 
D.C.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
M.D.D.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted.                                                                      
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13. Correspondence. 

D.C.C. Devon Countryside Access Forum – seeking new members, info. 
East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership, annual conference, at Broadclyst on 5/4/17, invitation. 
Santander Bank, changes to Post Office services (paper-based transactions being withdrawn) from 1/4/17. 

 D.A.L.C. South West conference of Local Councils Associations, South West Regional conference, at Taunton on
 16/3/17, info. 
 The Pensions Regulator, staging date (1/5/17) requirements and info. 
 M.D.D.C. Audit Committee 24/1/17, agenda. 
 M.D.D.C. Community Policy Development Group 31/1/17, agenda. 
 M.D.D.C. Planning Committee 1/2/17, agenda. 
 M.D.D.C. press release: Mid Devon Leisure improves facilities at Exe Valley and Lords Meadow Leisure Centres. 
 M.D.D.C. press release: Mid Devon District Council nominated for tenant engagement award. 
 M.D.D.C. press release: property closure at St Andrews estate Cullompton (fire in loft, drugs related). 
 M.D.D.C. press release: appln for Heritage Funding (to renovate historic buildings at Cullompton) unsuccessful. 
 M.D.D.C. notification of key decisions – March 2017 (plan published). 
 M.D.D.C. new Town and Parish monthly Newsletter (forwarded to Parish Councillors 21/1/17). 
 D.A.L.C. monthly (Feb) newsletter (incl. Transparency Code, Royal Garden Party 2017 nominees, Nominations 
 for D.A.L.C. County Committee, Training and Events, etc.) 
 Devon Communities Together, Information and Advice surgeries, information. 
 Publications: D.C.C. connectme, Healthy People, Healthwatch Devon bulletin and Healthwatch Voices. 

 
14. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,837.41, Current a/c £12,873.95                                                         
ACCOUNTS  AUTHORISED  FOR  PAYMENT  
M.D.D.C. (planning appln. fee – helipad light, Bow Village Field) £192.50 
Mr T J Vanstone (s/h steel barrier materials, Jackman Car Park) £81.00 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

15. Any Other Business.    
(i) D.C.C. budget/funding, schools.  Cllr Way had attended a meeting re. funding at Bow CP School.  D.C.C. 
budgets were being cut: whereas schools had previously had some degree of protection, they were now being 
affected. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

16. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 8 March 2017 at 7.30p.m. at the Community Room of Bow Village Hall.   
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50p.m.    
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