
 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 11 JANUARY 2017 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                                      
 IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                                                                                                           

                                                                                     
                            Present:  Mr V Steer in the Chair, 
                                                           Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell, 
                     Messrs R P Edworthy, Mr C R McAllister, C D Nicks, T J Vanstone and M C Williams.       
                      Cllr J Squire. 
                                                            Members of the public: One.                                                          
                                                           Clerk: Miss B D Ware. 
                         Apologies:  Mr R J Yelland and Cllr N Way. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PARISH  COUNCIL  

 
1. Public Open Forum.  Mrs Hamilton apologised to Members for her absence at meetings, since April, without 

tendering Apologies, which she said had been due to work and family commitments.  Saying that she had been 
unaware of the Six Month Rule (Local Government Act 1972 sect.85 which provided for vacation of office 
through failure to attend meetings without sending Apologies, for six consecutive months), she said that regret-
tably she had been caught by it, so was no longer a Member of Bow Parish Council.  Saying that she remained 
interested in Bow and it’s activities and having continued to help other village organisations, she hoped to be 
considered for the vacancy and, if elected, would attend better in the future.  The Chairman thanked Mrs Hamil-
ton, acknowledging the contribution she (& her family) had made in the past.  Mr Vanstone said he had valued, 
when present, her contribution at meetings.  The Clerk had mentioned existence of the Rule at meetings, over 
the years, but some Members said they had been unaware of it.  Mr Steer had contacted the District Council 
Chairman who had also been unaware of it.  Mr Steer commented that he had pride in Bow Parish Council and 
how it operated, without faction, appreciating that members, as volunteers, did their best for the community. 
 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 9 November 2016, having been circulated in advance, were 
approved as a complete and accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. Matters Arising: 
(i) Den Brook wind farm.  Aviva Investors had acquired Den Brook wind farm.  Construction – following 
commissioning the construction team was carrying out final works at the site and ecological improvement works, 
with road works at Bathe Cross completed in November 2016.  Den Brook Community Committee had advertised 
the post of Fund Administrator, appointing Mr S Webb who was setting up a bank account, etc.  Mr Webb aimed 
to attend a meeting of each town/parish council involved when more information was available.  Mr Nicks would 
publicise Fund availability via the Bow and Arrow (and had received one enquiry).  Members said they would like 
Bow applications to be made known to Bow Parish Council and would raise the issue with Mr Webb.  Den Brook 
Community Committee was querying necessity of insurance (re. section 9 of legal Agreement) with D.A.L.C. 
(ii) Community helipad, proposal.  A meeting, D.A.A.T. Mr Russell, Parish Council representatives and Mr A Bow-
den (electrician) had been held 17/11/16. When the Football Club’s portacabin (housing electricity supply) 
removed, a meter cabinet would be needed, approx. cost £500 (Mr Bowden to provide quotation).   D.A.A.T. 
needed Parish Council’s commitment to proceed and recommended hosting a public information event.  
Planning permission for the light was a requirement (appln. fee £385 less 50% discount) but M.D.D.C. recom-
mended the public information event be held first, thereby gauging public opinion.  After much advance publicity 
(posters, flyers, Crediton Courier, etc) a public information event had been held on 14/12/16.  Thanks expressed 
to Mr Williams for his good publicity work.  D.A.A.T. information handouts available at the event were also hand 
delivered to non-attendees living in close proximity to proposed helipad.  Only one parishioner, on behalf of 
another, expressed potential reservation – Mr Steer had volunteered to establish nature of the concern.                      
D.A.A.T. had announced that Government would contribute labour/installation costs, equating to almost 50% of 
total cost (confirmation and detail awaited).  Parish Council’s Invest in Devon application appeared likely to be 
granted £1,500 (per Cllr Way’s advices).  The T.A.P. application still awaited a letter of support from Zeal Mona-
chorum Parish Council – another reminder (to Z. M. Chairman) had been issued – Zeal Monachorum Parish 
Council would meet 27/1/17 but given time implications request for a letter of support would also be made to 
Colebrooke Parish Council.  Mr Yelland had provided a Southern Co-op shop funding application form but after 
brief consideration it was felt sufficient funding already existed thus application would not be pursued.  Mr Wil-
liams commented that Bow Snooker Club was closing, with funds to be distributed to local community groups. 
(iii) Telephone kiosk, adoption.  B.T. had supplied a copy of signed contract and issued the Notice to Complete 
plus information.  B.T. had completed decommissioning, advising that five days after date of Notice to Complete  
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the legal ownership of the kiosk was vested in Bow Parish Council.  To comply with requirements, Notices (being 
prepared) needed to be affixed in the kiosk, local public needed to be notified (via Bow and Arrow), insurance 
cover had been requested of Parish Council insurer and the emergency services needed to be notified (in hand).   
Future use of the kiosk would be considered at the next Parish Council meeting. 
(iv) Burston Meadow Sport & Recreation Ground.  The Committee’s preferred changing rooms quotation had 
been submitted to M.D.D.C. (14/11/16) with request that Section 106 Funding be allocated, response awaited.  
Planning appln. for revised changing room layout not yet determined (decision date extended) as Sport England 
(consultee) had asked that a kitchen be added to the changing rooms.  Members understood that the concrete 
base/pad work was due to be carried out shortly.  The Committee would need Building Regulations, quoted at 
£750.00 + vat and had requested Parish Council funding.  To give consideration at next meeting.  
(v) Grass cutting arrangements for D.C.C. verges 2017 season, etc.  M.D.D.C. (new staff/contractors) appeared 
confused by Parish Council requirement and had also made reference to “lease in connection with possible 
transfer/adoption by Bow Parish Council of a Bow play area”.  The Clerk had reiterated Parish Council’s grass 
cutting requirements for 2017 season and the officer’s remark being the first intimation to Parish Council re. play 
area adoption had requested clarification, which was awaited.  (Both St Martin’s Close & Lilian Close/Hobbs Way 
play areas, which had been considered for possible closure in 2015, were open).  M.D.D.C. requested that detail 
of new verge mowing arrangement (D.C.C. having responsibility and M.D.D.C. not being responsible for reduced 
cutting) be conveyed to Members – the email was read to Members.     
(vi) Jackman Car Park, Barns Cottage gable end wall protection.  Mr Vanstone had purchased s/h sections of 
Armco crash barrier (till receipt £81.00 produced for reimbursement).  He would also purchase posts which 
would need digging in manually.  Mr Steer offered help with installation work. Thanks expressed to Mr Vanstone. 
(vii) Grass areas Langford estate.  The parishioner’s further email, expressing disappointment, advising views of 
local residents would be sought, expressing dismay at Parish Council’s intention to step back from the matter 
and again seeking landowner contact details, was read.  Members discussed, suggesting the response advise that 
Parish Council believed the land was in private ownership and that it had no jurisdiction over private land also if 
ownership info. needed, to contact the Land Registry.  Mr Vanstone offered to speak with the parishioner. 

 
4. Planning 

APPLICATION 
16/01675/LBC  
Proposal: Listed Building Consent to repair lean-to roof and to install five replacement windows                                        
Location: Grattans Cottage, Bow  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 273569 / 101884 
Approved, at a meeting held at Community Room on 14/12/16. 
 
16/01451/RPPS                                                                                                                                                                                            
Final notification – split decision                                                                                                                                                                      
Proposal: Removal of public payphone kiosk from 38 locations across the District. 
Location: Various addresses across District.                                                                                                                                               
 
M.D.D.C. DECISION - APPROVAL 
16/01645/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of a dwelling and car port and alterations to vehicular access (Revised Scheme)                             
Location: Dukesfield, Bow 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272562 / 101756   
 

5. Casual Vacancy.  A vacancy had arisen – M.D.D.C. would be notified with procedure to fill said vacancy adhered 
to.  Members commented that if so requested (by ten persons on the Register of Electors submitting letters to 
M.D.D.C.) a by-election would be held, with cost to Parish Council of approx. £1,000.  The vacancy would, other-
wise, be filled by co-option within prescribed timeframe. 
 

6. Proposed Street Lighting – Junction of Bow Mill Lane with A3072 to Southern Co-op Shop.  D.C.C. had supplied 
a quotation which incorporated SSE & WPD costs: SSE costs to supply and install new street lights and illuminate 
signs as required £11,004.61.  WPD had not deemed it possible to run a supply from the last pole westernmost 
end of village to Burstone Cross, so allowed for some lights to be fed from the village with lights nearer Burstone 
Cross fed from a supply at the rear of the shop, the cost for which being £42,904.93, hence a grand scheme total 
of £53,909.54 (? vat ).  Members expressed disappointment re. total sum and lack of diagram indicating number 
of poles fed from either source.  Mr Steer offered to speak with D.C.C. officer (Area East Lighting Engineer). 
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https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=OFPNPTKS02T00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=OFJKSZKS07T00


 
7. Mid Devon Local Plan Review, Proposed Submission (incorporating proposed modifications) and                             

Revised Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Draft Charging Schedule, Consultation Period 3/1/17-14/2/17).                                 
All information, with links, including exhibitions (Boniface Centre 25/1/17) had been Forwarded to Members 
6/1/17.  A M.D.D.C. Forward Planning officer would attend a meeting if requested.  (Parish Council had yet to 
receive it’s hard copy of the Local Plan Review 2013-2033 proposed submission.)  Brief discussion only took 
place.  Opportunity would be taken to attend an exhibition with further consideration given at the next meeting.   
 

8. Parish Precept 2017/18.  In the Government funding settlement it had been confirmed there would not be a ref-
erendum limit introduced for town/parish councils for 2017/18, but it would be kept under review in the future. 
Documentation received.  Members considered finances, including potential expenditure over forthcoming year 
and were mindful of need to keep pace.  After discussion, proposed by Mr Nicks and seconded by Mr Williams, it 
was agreed to increase the precept from £9,180 for 2016/17 to £9,500 (inc. of 3½%) for 2017/18 financial year.                                                                                                                                                                                              
It was agreed that the Devon Association of Local Councils subscription be deducted from the precept.    

 
9. D. C.C. Highways Matters.     

Repainting of white lining. The line missed (junction of Junction Rd-Churchlands) had not yet been repainted. 
Proposed extension of 30mph limit, A3072 west of Bow village.  Outcome of SCARF meeting awaited, no infor-
mation received to date.  Mr Edworthy drew attention to lack of a 40m.p.h. roundel on A3072, for east bound 
traffic, but pursuit would be held in abeyance given proposed extending westward of 30mph limit. 
Community Road Warden scheme, Bow.  One possible (unconfirmed) expression of interest had been received. 
Devon Highways Parish & Town Council Conferences, November 2016.  Website information had been supplied 
to Members. 
D.C.C. Highway Community Enhancement Fund.  A new fund for parishes carrying out self-help within their 
communities had been launched – guidance information and an application form had been received.  Parishes 
signed up to the Road Warden Scheme would receive priority application status. 
Potholes, Blackpool Cross, Walson Road - Bow Pound.  A series of potholes would be reported to D.C.C. 
Collapsed (rotten) timber railings, Paddocks Well, Walson Road.  A resident had drawn attention to the potential 
hazard posed to pedestrians by the collapsed roadside railings at the ancient holy well.  To report to D.C.C. 
                                                                                                                                                       

10. Monitoring of Services. 
D.C.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
M.D.D.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted.                                                                      

                                                                                                                                   
11. Correspondence. 

M.D.D.C. Forward Planning, Solar PV Developments in the landscape, SPD adopted June 2016. 
D.C.C. Flood Risk Management Team, requesting local flooding (mid November) information detail.  Forwarded 
to Members 21/11/16. 
M.D.D.C. communication, monthly newsletter (Parish Matters), improving communication consultation.  
D.C.C. Local bus services 5/5A/5B/5C, revised (Crediton-Exeter frequency) timetables, effective 3/1/17. 
NHS Northern, Eastern & Western Devon CCG, Your Future Care consultation, roadshow information. 
M.D.D.C. Learning and Development newsletter. 
CDS broadband voucher scheme reminder (scheme closing 30/11/16), info. 
Network Rail, north Devon line rail survey 2016/17 http://bit.ly/north-devon-survey 
Devon Communities Together, 2015-16 Annual Review. 
M.D.D.C. Notification of Key Decisions, information. 
M.D.D.C. Planning, updated Planning area team map.  Noted. 
M.D.D.C. Upstream in the community, promoting a seated exercise class (Boniface Centre).  Poster posted. 
M.D.D.C. Policy Development Group meeting 15/11/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. special meeting of the Cabinet, Local Plan Review, 21/11/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. audit committee 22/11/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Community Policy Development Group, 29/11/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Planning Committee, 30/11/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. extraordinary meeting of the Council, 1/12/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Scrutiny Committee, 12/12/16, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Planning Committee, 4/1/17, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Council meeting, 5/1/17, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Cabinet meeting, 5/1/17, agenda. 
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https://new.devon.gov.uk/devonhighways/events
http://bit.ly/north-devon-survey


 
M.D.D.C. Environment Policy Development Group, 10/1/17, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Scrutiny Committee, 16/1/17, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Annual Town and Parish meeting, Tiverton on 5/12/16, requesting feedback.  The Clerk had attended. 
M.D.D.C. press release, plans for the future of Mid Devon, public asked to comment. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Housing Service obtain Closure Order (in response to serious anti-social behaviour). 
M.D.D.C. press release, Local Welfare Assistance Scheme offered by Mid Devon District Council. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Lifeline alarms, information. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Council invites grant applications following overhaul of Strategic Grant programme. 
M.D.D.C. press release, guidelines to recycling over the festive period. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Mid Devon Leisure staff become dementia friendly. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Refurnish Crediton celebrates 2nd birthday. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Jobcentre Plus to open it’s doors at Phoenix House. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Garden Village, Cullompton.  (Government confirmed selected land east of Cullompton.) 
D.A.L.C. monthly newsletter (Transparency code, training & events, Legal, Planning, community link officer 
scheme, consultations, etc). 

 D.A.L.C. monthly newsletter (no extension of council tax referendum principles, information). 
 D.C.C. Avian influenza (bird flu) outbreak in the U.K. requesting publicity.  The Notice would be posted. 
 M.D.D.C. Chairman’s invitation to annual church service, on 12/3/17 at St Andrew’s Cullompton followed by tea, 
 inviting town/parish council chairmen.  Invitation passed to Mr Steer. 
 D.A.L.C. monthly (January) newsletter (incl. Royal Garden Party 1/6/17 info, vacancies on County Committee, a 
 new regional conference, AGM & Conference 2017 date announced and Council Tax referendum principles not 
 extended to town/parish council for 2017/18.) Parish Council nominated Mr Steer for the Royal Garden Party.   
 Publications: Clerks and Councils Direct, Local Council Review, D.C.C. connectme newsletters, Healthwatch 
 Devon e-bulletin, Healthy People, Your Future Care and NEW Devon’s Success Regime newsletter.                                                                           
 

12. Finance.        
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,837.41, Current a/c £13,943.54                                                         
ACCOUNTS  AUTHORISED  FOR  PAYMENT  
GDM Cleaning (bus shelter glass clean 5/12/16) £6.00 
Clerk (salary £749.00 + admin/expenses £127.34 qtr. ending 31/12/16) £876.34 
H.M.R. & C. (P.A.Y.E. income tax) £187.25                                                                                                                                        
(H.M.R. & C. requested electronic, rather than cheque, payment but given it was a request, not requirement, it 
was understood current practice could continue.) 
 

13. Any Other Business.    
(i) Blocked drains/sewerage infrastructure.  Bow residents had suffered four (Chanterhayes x 2, Godfreys Gdns & 
Sanders Rd) incidents in recent weeks.  A resident affected requested Parish Council publicise potential problems 
arising from incorrect disposal of fat via sinks etc, and requesting more care be taken to prevent recurrence.  To 
carry greater weight, it was agreed to invite South West Water to submit advice to the Bow and Arrow. 
(ii) Mid Devon District Council payment facility at Crediton Council office.  Bow residents were inconvenienced by 
the loss of M.D.D.C. payment facility in Crediton.  Parish Council was supportive of a facility being reintroduced.  
Cllr Squire would make enquiries. 
(iii) Garden plot, Water Lane.  Mr Steer, Mr Nicks and Mr Edworthy declared interests and left the meeting.  An 
anonymous letter had been received stating that the roadside plot (north of Burston View but understood to 
belong with Rose Cottages) had been developed as a parking area with vehicular access created on to Water 
Lane, without (necessary) Planning permission.  The owner of the plot was not a Bow resident.  Members briefly 
discussed but given the letter had been sent anonymously, it would not be dealt with and no action would be 
taken. 
(iv) Mr Yelland, recently hospitalised and currently unwell, would be sent a Get Well card. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

14. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 8 February 2017 at 7.30p.m. at the Community Room of Bow Village Hall.   
 
 This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.30p.m.    
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