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PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Parish Clerk: Suzanne Childs, Greenlea, Puddington, Tiverton, EX16 8LN
Phone: 07800 539968 E-mail: puddingtonpc@gmail.com  
Website: https://middevonparish.co.uk/Puddington 

Minutes of the Puddington Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall 
on Tuesday 6th January 2026.
	

In attendance: Chairman Cllr. R Price (RP), Cllr. K Keatley (KK), Cllr. S Brick (SB), Cllr. R Keeble (RK), Cllr. H Tuffin (HT), Cllr. S Keable (SK), Clerk Mrs S Childs, and 1 Member of Public.
   
1. Public Session: No matters were raised by the public during this session.
2. Apologies: - Cllr. M Jenkins
3. Declarations of Interest not declared in the Register of Interest: - None.
4. Minutes: - The minutes were approved and adopted by all Councillors. 
5. Correspondence: - Circulated electronically to Parish Councillors by SC.  SC advised that any informative posters had been displayed on the noticeboard at the Village Hall.
6. Matters arising from previous minutes: - 
6.1	Puddington Cross Junction (W241748060): - 
There has been no progress regarding repairs to the Puddington Cross Junction. Correspondence from Highways indicated that the junction does not meet current criteria for repair. RP is seeking clarification about these criteria, but no information has been provided to date. SK requested that photos of the junction be taken and forwarded to him, so he can pursue the issue further with Highways. KK agreed to take and send the photos to SK. Should there be no further progress, SK intends to request a visit from the Area Highways Officer.
6.2 Landowner’s Deposit, Lover’s Lane, Puddington
SK reported a conversation with John Boyd, the Footpath Rights of Way Officer, who is aware of the situation and empathetic. Due to legal implications, processing the application is expected to take at least nine months, possibly up to eighteen months. The Parish Council has the right to appeal if the application remains undetermined after twelve months. A diary note has been made to review this in September.
RP indicated that no communication has been received from Enforcement concerning planning approval for the removal of part of the Devon bank. SK requested RP to send the reference number to both him and HT, so they can follow up. RP agreed to provide this by email. SK confirmed he had already spoken with the Planning Officer, who is aware of the case.
7. To receive the following reports: -
7.1. Parish
KK, acting as snow warden, reported that during recent adverse weather, he gritted the junctions and a pathway through the village using a hand gritter, ensuring safe passage for residents. All footpaths are currently clear, although some posts are unstable and have been reported. KK raised the issue of replacing the fingerpost to Witheridge by the chapel, as its absence has led to motorists inadvertently driving through the village. The Council noted that if a replacement is installed in its current location, it could be damaged during hedge cutting. Cutting the hedge lower to improve visibility was suggested as a solution, subject to permission from the landowner. RP queried the procedure for renewing the post. RK mentioned he has a fingerpost stored in his shed, and discussion followed regarding whether it is made of wood or metal. SK offered to consult Morchard Bishop Parish Council, who face a similar issue, and requested photos showing where the post is, what remains, and what requires renewal. KK agreed to take the photos and provide the What3Words location to SK, who will investigate funding options.
7.2. District
HT went through her report which will be displayed on the noticeboard.
7.3. County
 SK went through his report which will be displayed on the noticeboard.
8. Current Business: - 
8.1. Financial Report: Receipts and payments made since last meeting, as detailed on the agenda were noted by the Councillors.
8.2. Payments for approval - Approval given by Council to all listed in the agenda.  Two late additions to the agenda for approval were the Microsoft renewal which was approved for payment when due on 9 February 2026 and an invoice from RK for fuel used to maintain the playground, which was approved.
ACTION – Clerk to set up payments for approval.
8.3. Current Financial Situation – Noted
8.4. Draft budget/precept for approval – This was discussed and due to the large costs involved in maintaining and replacing playground equipment it was agreed to increase these amounts.  It was then agreed and SC will now make the precept request to MDDC for the next financial year.
9. Confirm Date of Next Meeting: - 
9.1. Meeting date agreed for Tuesday 3 March 2026 - 7.30pm - Village Hall – Confirmed.
9.2. Agenda Items for consideration by the next meeting

Meeting Closed at 20.30hrs.
