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PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
Parish Clerk: Suzanne Childs, Greenlea, Puddington, Tiverton, EX16 8LN
Phone: 07800 539968 E-mail: puddingtonpc@gmail.com  
Website: https://middevonparish.co.uk/Puddington 

Minutes of the Puddington Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall 
on Tuesday 4th November 2025.
	

In attendance: Chairman Cllr. R Price (RP), Cllr. K Keatley (KK), Cllr. S Brick (SB), Cllr. R Keeble (RK), Cllr. H Tuffin (HT), Cllr. S Keable (SK), Clerk Mrs S Childs, and 3 Members of Public.
   
1. Public Session: 
1.1 One member of the public expressed his concern over the Landowner’s Deposit at Lover’s Lane in Puddington generally and in particular, the opening made in the bank and potential intention by the Landowner to engage in some form of development of the land with a query over what action the Parish Council was taking. RP responded by saying this would be discussed as on item 7 of the agenda.
1.2 Another member of the public brought up his concern over an oil spillage from a tractor which spanned approximately 600 metres through the village.  He had reported it to Devon Highways on 19 September 2025 but had had no response.  SK to follow this up.
2. Apologies: - Cllr. M Jenkins
3. Declarations of Interest not declared in the Register of Interest: - None.
4. Minutes: - The minutes were approved and adopted by all Councillors. 
5. Correspondence: - Circulated electronically to Parish Councillors by SC.  SC advised that any informative posters had been displayed on the noticeboard at the Village Hall.
6. Matters arising from previous minutes: - 
6.1. Puddington Cross Junction (W241748060): - There has been no change.  SK recommended that widespread representations be made to draw attention to the lack of white lines and the safety risks this poses, especially for drivers who are not familiar with the village.  SB advised that she had tried to do this through the Devon County Council website, but it didn’t seem to work.  SK to try reporting this on SB’S behalf so he could understand the process and the problems incurred.
7. Landowner Deposit, Lover’s Lane, Puddington
Since the last meeting, it has come the attention of the Parish Council and the village as a whole of the application for a Landowner’s Deposit at Lover’s Lane, Puddington.  This has raised considerable concern as this lane has historically been used for over 150 years as a public right of way by many parishioners.  Since looking into this it seems ownership of this lane is uncertain.  The Parish Council has made an application for a modification to the Devon County Council's Definitive Map and Statement under the Countryside Act 1981, to give the Green Lane a formal status as a Public Right of Way by virtue of its accepted historic use as such.  Qualified witness statements from 35 residents who have used this lane for 20 years or more have provided their evidence of such use and the Parish Council is confident of success in making its application.  Since submitting the application, the Parish Council has had confirmation that the application has been added to the public register but that it may be 18 months to 2 years until DCC get around to determining it.  If DCC haven’t determined the application within 12 months, as we have applied using the Schedule 14 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1980 it gives us a right of appeal to the Planning Inspectorate to request them to direct DCC to do so.
There is also considerable concern that part of the Devon bank along this lane has been taken down without planning permission and this will have a significant impact on the surrounding wildlife habitat.  This has been reported to the Planning Department. SK and HT are going to follow-up this up and get back to RP via email.

8. To receive the following report: -
8.1. Parish –  RP raised the ongoing concerns of lack of community policing and the inability to contact the Community Police Officer by phone, email or call in in person in Crediton. The question of whether having a Neighbourhood Watch Officer would be beneficial in opening the lines of communication with the community police officer, as HT reported that a neighbouring village with a Neighbourhood Watch Officer seemed to have a good line of communication with the police.  This could be considered but the general consensus was that this may not make much difference.  RP has had a response from Inspector Mark Arthurs who has supplied the following contact for members of the public  NPS-MidDevon@devonandcornwall.police.uk 
He has also supplied two email addresses that RP and SC can use to contact the police for general enquires but asked these not to be shared in order to minimise things being lost or not followed up as quickly as they could be.
 KK reported that all footpaths were muddy but clear.  He also reported that there were 
a few wobbly gateposts which he has reported to Street Scene at MDDC.  KK also    reported that he had reported a case of fly tipping on the Black Dog Road which had been cleared within a week of being reported.
8.2. District – HT went through her monthly report which will be displayed on the noticeboard.  She drew attention to point 4 of her report regarding Active Mid Devon offering free health checks at Tiverton library on Friday 7 November 2025.  Due to the short notice, SC circulated this information via the village WhatsApp group.
8.3. County – SK went through his report which will be displayed on the noticeboard.
9. Current Business: - 
9.1. Financial Report: Receipts and payments made since last meeting, as detailed on the agenda were noted by the Councillors.
9.2. Payments for approval - Approval given by Council to all listed in the agenda. 
ACTION – Clerk to set up payments for approval.
9.3. Current Financial Situation – Noted
9.4. Draft budget/precept for approval – to be circulated to councillors for consideration before next meeting.
10. Confirm Date of Next Meeting: - 
10.1. Meeting date agreed for 6 January 2026 - 7.30pm - Village Hall – Confirmed.
10.2. Agenda Items for consideration by the next meeting

Meeting Closed at 20.40hrs.
