


Minutes of Coldridge Parish Council Meeting 20:00 on Thursday May 18th 2023
Present:  Councillors Andrew Green, Marion Born, Chris Burrows, John Quick, John Smith, Malcolm Bedford, Ivan Kriznik 
Clerk Keyth Richardson
MDDC Councillor Stuart Penny 
Apologies DCC Councillor Margaret Squires 
Eight parishioners were present.
Not present MDDC Councillor Natalia Letch

	2023/24-1
	Acceptance of Office
	All Councillors signed their Acceptance of Office forms which were individually witnessed by Keyth Richardson, Clerk

	2023/24-2
	Election of Chairman 
	Andrew Green was proposed by John Smith seconded by Marion Born and elected unanimously

	2023/24-3
	Election of Vice-Chairman
	John Smith was proposed by Chris Burrows seconded by John Quick and elected unanimously

	2023/24-4
	Recording of meetings
	The meeting was not being recorded 

	2023/24-5
	Apologies
	DCC Councillor Margaret Squires

	2023/24-6
	Declarations of interest
	None reported. 

	2023/24-7
	Minutes
	The minutes of the meeting on March 16th 2023 were approved and signed

	2023/24-8
	Matters arising
	The visit to the local employer will be in the next month or so

	2023/24-9
	To agree and sign the Certificate of Exemption as part of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return
	This was done

	2023/24-10
	To agree and sign the Annual Governance Statement for 2022/23 
	This was done 

	2023/24-11
	To agree and sign the Accounting Statements of the Annual Return for 2022/23
	This was done 

	2023/24-12
	[bookmark: _Hlk8119061]To select up to two representatives for the Village Hall Committee 

	Chris Burrows and Keyth Richardson were selected

	2023/24-13
	Clerks progress report
	The clock is still awaiting repair as Luke Ridge has only just gone back to work. The clerk will follow up in 2 weeks’ time

	2023/24-14
	Finance 

	The following payments were agreed. 
a. Clerk’s wages £323.18
b. Clerk’s expenses £36.50
c. DALC payment of £105.85
d. BHIB Insurance £214.13
e. A Kendal Clock winding for 2022/23 £30 (previous cheque has been lost and not cashed)

In answer to a question the clerk explained the insurance cover included Employers Liability, claims from 3rd parties as result of action by the council or its employees, and loss or theft of the council’s money. The clerk advised that Zurich had quoted £264 for cover. (post meeting note: the insurance also includes cover for libel or slander claims)
The Council has £7370 pounds in its accounts

	2023/24-15
	Highways
	As DCC have said that whilst A and B roads will be maintained all minor roads will be the subject of managed decline. It is unlikely these will be repaired promptly. The Clerk raised the issue of re-visiting the idea of establishing a Road Warden Scheme under DCC. It was noted that when this had been considered a few years ago the issue of insurance cover had stopped any further progress. Cllr Penny advised he used social media, as well as the DCC reporting scheme to get roads repaired in Copplestone. 
This issue will be on the agenda for the next Parish Council meeting on July 20th.

	2023/24-16
	Planning update
	Nothing to report

	2023/24-1
	Review of the Coronation celebrations
	There was a good turnout for the screening in the hall of the Coronation service, with about 20 people present. Most stayed on for the BBQ and were joined by quite a few other parishioners for this.
Following a short service in the church, the sun shone on the Sunday and about 70 people joined in for the Big Lunch, with tables and chairs in two long lines, many of which were decorated. The Gardening Club had produced Floral Crowns, and these were displayed on the grass outside the church, too much admiration.
Commemorative Coronation Coins were given to many of the under 18-year-olds in the parish, in total 47 were given out. About 90 of these have been sold, leaving just a few over. 

	2023/24-1
	To agree the dates of Annual Parish Meeting and Parish Council AGM to be May 16th 2024, subject to regulations

	This was agreed.


	2023/24-1
	Councillor’s reports
	John Smith – there has been an increase in dog mess both on public land and private land including the churchyard. A message reminding dog owners of their responsibilities will be published din the Calendar and posted on the What’s on in Coldridge Facebook page. It was suggested that people are advised the MDDC dog warden will be patrolling the area. Owners are always legally responsible the actions of their dogs, including picking up dog mess in public places.
John will be going to a Councillor Advocate meeting on May 23rd .
Malcolm Bedford had a query from a resident about planning; after a discussion Malcolm offered to advise the resident to speak to MDDC Planners.
Chris Burrows raised the need for an update on First Aid and Defib training. The clerk to contact Jay’s Aim to arrange this.
He also raised to need to recognise the long service of Jim Sampson and Jeff Burrows. Stuart Penny offered to speak to Members Services at MDDC and the Clerk will investigate certificated or similar.
John Quick raised the issue of parking at Frogbury Cross. This had been taken up with Peter Heal but with no success, and the Clerk had asked the Neighbourhood team to investigate the possibility of expanding car parking. He will follow this up, and Cllr Penny offered to get involved as well.

	2023/24-1
	Dates of next meetings
	To confirm the dates for 2023 as July 20th, Sept 14th, November 16th.


The meeting closed at 21.05

Signed:                                                                                                



