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PRESENT: 
Cllr Harvey Chairman  Cllr Dorow Cllr Searles Cllr Wells 
Cllr Martin  Vice Chairman Cllr Goodwin Cllr Smith Cllr J Yabsley  
 Cllr Northam  Cllr Tait  
In Attendance:    
District & County Cllr J Yabsley 11 Members of the public  
  P G Dunn  - Clerk 

1. Public Session (maximum 3 mins per subject overall max. 15 minutes). 

None. 

2. To Approve Apologies for Absence. 

RESOLVED: Apologies approved from Cllrs Goodwin and Searles. 

3. To receive the following Reports (strictly maximum 15 minutes – long reports should be 
submitted in advance to the clerk to circulate to councillors prior to the meeting):- 

3.1. Police update. 

Cllr Smith reported:- 

 A fund was available for projects targeted at helping to make people feel safer.   

 Devon is one of the safest counties in UK. 

 Devon & Cornwall Police are looking for volunteers to support the police in escorting persons 
in their custody to hospital when the need arises; currently two officers have to attend and 
volunteers are sought to reduce this to one. 

3.2. District and County. 

Item taken after 6.1 and minuted here. 

The Chairman requested councillors raise any queries through the Chair. 

Cllr Yabsley reported:- 

 Forwarding an email with attachment to the clerk for the council concerning outstanding 
enforcement of grounds maintenance at Cannington Road open space.  The clerk advised 
receiving the email after arriving for the meeting with little or no 4G signal and download of 
the attachment was not possible.  The communication advised the Enforcement investigation 
had been closed in May 2021 following review by a senior planning officer stating:- 

‘In planning enforcement terms this case was closed in May 2021 as part of a review 
conducted by the senior planning enforcement officer who noted: 

“I have reviewed this investigation and established that condition 10 refers to 
replacement replanting within 5 years of the development being substantially 
complete. It appears to me that the dwelling were largely built out by 2011 and so 
we no longer have control over this condition.” 

It is my understanding this site was subject to a deed of covenant (attached) for which the 
planning compliance team do not enforce as it is a legal document.  I am sorry that this 
team cannot help you at this time and will no longer be investigating this case.’ 

Cllr Yabsley expressed concern at the approach and considered the District response 
needed to be challenged, and would raise it with the Service Manager (Development 
Management), Strategic Development & Planning | Place Services. 

The clerk sought clarification as to whether the response related to the Council or the 
Planning Department. 

The clerk advised councillors Ms Maria Bailey would now be staying with the authority in an 
enhanced role. 

 Road closures for maintenance. 
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 Section 106 funding allocations following discussions with NDC and clarification matched 
funding was not required unless it was cited as being required to fill a shortfall in project cost 
vs. the section 106 funding awarded. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Martin proposed, the Chairman seconded and all were in favour moving to item 8.4.3. 

Item 8.4.3 was taken at this point in the meeting. 

 National changes to Building Regulation were being advanced. 

 Confirmation a planning officer would attend parish council once a validated application for  
further development beyond Willow Rise was confirmed. 

 Speaking to the landowner of the land allocation for additional recreational land at Chapner 
in the Mid Devon Local Plan with a view to swapping it for a more suitable pedestrian 
accessible allocation. 

 A proposed project to install traffic lights he was keen on at the Church Street / Fore Street / 
North Street / West Street junction to include pavement widening and carriageway narrowing 
to single file to be funded from future development highways funding. 

 HATOC had scheduled West Street changes project in the 2022 programme subject to 
public consultation. 

 Potential for parking restrictions and parking meters (combined with a residents parking 
permit scheme) in the Square to fund future highways improvements. 

Cllr Northam reported a shopping trolley in the Square, Cllr Yabsley agreed to report it. 

Cllr Dorow requested an update on the Willow Rise Section 106 Highways deliverables, Cllr Yabsley 
advised he had received assurances it was with the contractors and would be completed by the end of 
next spring. 

The Chairman queried completion of Bradford Mill highways works, Cllr Yabsley confirmed these were 
completed. 

4. Minutes. 

4.1. 07/10/21.  To sign if approved, minutes of the Council. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Northam proposed, Cllr Tait seconded and all were in favour approval. 

5. To consider Code of Conduct Matters:- 

5.1. Written councillor dispensation requests arising. 

None. 

5.2. Declarations of Interests not declared in the Register of Interests. 

Agenda Councillor Type Reason Dispensation 

6.1 74032 Cllr Harvey DPI Neighbour n/a 

6. To consider the following Planning Matters. 

6.1. Planning applications received following agenda publication. 

Cllr Harvey left the meeting and the Vice-Chairman took the Chair for application number 74032.  

See planning report appended. 

Cllr Yabsley arrived. 

Item 3.2 taken. 

6.2. Note Approval of Ash Die Back Tree Works 6 Fore Street. 

Noted. 

6.3. Enforcement Issues Arising. 

None. 
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6.4. Future Village Development. 

Councillors discussed the matter exhaustively with 
contributions suggesting better locations for housing, services 
and community facilities.  The Chairman stated the field to the 
rear of the surgery (A in red on map insert) would be ideal for 
community facilities and shared car parking with the Medical 
Centre.  It was debated whether the proposed housing for A + 
C could be swapped B + C.   

Cllr Dorow supported by Cllr Yabsley stated the strategy 
should focus on a plan for where future housing should be 
located.  Cllr Yabsley stated it was unlikely the current 
recreation field (with the football club) would be suitable for 
housing if its location were moved as the access options to 
sewerage were limited.  Cllr Yabsley stated the other land (27 

acres) albeit it was not in the SHLAA as yet was land south west of Market Fields Industrial Estate, 
and that was a better location in terms of accessing the sewage works with good road access if the 
parish council considered it. 

With no consensus, the clerk suggested the council may wish to seek professional guidance and 
consider whether the Neighbourhood Planning process may help derive a suitable plan going 
forewards. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Martin proposed, Cllr Dorow seconded and all were in favour exploring the viability 
and costs of undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan in the first instance by inviting a presentation from 
the District Planning Department.  Clerk to arrange a presentation from District Planning 
Department. 

A request was made from a member of the public to address council. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Yabsley proposed, Cllr Martin seconded and all were in favour suspending Standing 
Orders to allow a member of the public to address the council. 

A resident queried when will the public be made aware of the outcomes from the discussions under this 
item. 

The clerk advised the Neighbourhood Planning process included a statutory public consultation to 
include a final local referendum on the adoption of a Neighbourhood Plan subsequently produced.   

The process specific to a planning application in respect of land adjacent to Willow Rise would require 
the applicant to undertake a public consultation exercise as happened with Willow Rise.  The parish 
council had been asked if it would be willing to facilitate this exercise and it declined advising they should 
undertake this obligation direct with the public. 

Standing Orders reinstated. 

7. To consider the following Finance & Policy matters:- 

7.1. Finance update circulated to councillors’ for review. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Martin proposed, Cllr Dorow seconded and all were in favour to note 03/11/21 
Report and Bank Reconciliation including online banking payments raised reviewed with no issues. 

7.2. Sanction payment schedule appended & instruct cheque signatories. 

The clerk highlighted amendments to 7.2.1 and 7.2.4. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Martin proposed, Cllr Dorow seconded and all were in favour settlement accounts 
7.2.1 through 7.2.16, clerk to setup online payments, Cllr Smith to authorise.  Cllr Smith and clerk 
to action. 

7.3. Appointment Internal Auditor 22/03/31. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Martin proposed, Cllr Yabsley seconded and all were in favour re-appointment 
Local Council Administration Services (A Marshall).  Clerk to action. 
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8. To consider the following Property/Environment matters:- 

8.1. Highways, Drainage & Public Rights of Ways Issues. 

https://devon.roadworks.org/ https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/ 

Nothing further. 

8.2. Rights of Way. 

8.2.1. DCC – P3 Scheme 2021 Grant Award.  

The clerk reported an award of £600.  Clerk to draw down. 

8.2.2. DCC – Guidance on improvements and landowner agreements. 

Cllr Martin agreed to review the landowner agreement pro-forma and discuss with the 
landowners impacted.  Cllr Martin to action, clerk to re-agenda. 

8.3. Public Toilet Building. 

8.3.1. Magloc failure. 

Cllr Northam advised the issue had been reported to contractor and fixed. 

8.3.2. Tenant’s public toilet dryer noise issue. 

The Chairman reported responding to the tenant inviting suggestions for any solutions they 
may wish the council to consider. 

8.3.3. Note Tenant’s insurance update concerning tenancy clause 18.2.6. 

Noted, no further action. 

8.4. Playgrounds. 

8.4.1. Qtly Playgrounds Inspection Report. 

Noted.  It was agreed to replace the missing manufacturers badge [per BSEN1176 
requirements]. 

8.4.2. Parish Hall Playground – Replace/Repair swings ref. Qtly Inspection Report. 

The clerk reported a second quote was outstanding.  Clerk to re-agenda. 

8.4.3. Adventure Playground – Refurbishment Update. 

Taken during item 3.2 the clerk reported discussions with the Project, Procurement & Open 
Space Officer which confirmed match funding was not mandated against monies drawn from 
the Section 106 Open Space funding and the officer had confirmed they would withdraw the 
then current EOI application going to the Resources & Strategy Committee for consideration 
pending the parish council’s consideration of the clarified District requirements. 
The clerk reported discussions with the officer on ways to structure the relationship between 
the project(s) and available funding, to this end the clerk recommended the playground works 
should be treated as a standalone project for the section 106 funding. 
RESOLVED: Cllr Northam proposed, Cllr Dorow seconded and all were in favour with one 
abstention (Cllr Yabsley), revising the Expression of Interest to apply for £130000 in respect of 
project costs of the same amount for enhancement of the Adventure Playground play 
equipment.  Clerk to action. 

Item 3.2 resumed. 

8.4.4. Adventure Playground – Note submission of Annual Charity Return. 

Noted. 

8.5. Drayford Green – Grounds Maintenance. 

The clerk provided a brief report on additional work required at Drayford Green, to cut back the 
boundary hedge from the noticeboard to the river bank, remove ivy growth from the perimeter 
railings and remove tree growth from the green growing up the buttress of the bridge together with 
costings. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Dorow proposed, Cllr Martin seconded and all were in favour instructing the 
works.  Clerk to action. 

https://devon.roadworks.org/
https://www.devon.gov.uk/roadsandtransport/report-a-problem/
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8.6. Parish Clock – Repairs Estimate vs. Replacement. 

Defer.  Clerk to re-agenda. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Dorow proposed, Cllr Tait seconded and the majority were in favour by 7 to 1 
delivering an outcome with a sustainable working clock. 

8.7. The Square – Annual Christmas Tree arrangements. 

The Chairman reported together with Cllr Northam they had selected and placed an order for the 
tree and were working on coordinating delivery and erection on the same day.  No progress was 
made on decorating the barriers, a picket fence style was suggested, briefly discussed and felt 
would not be adequate for the task.  Cllr Northam requested the clerk forward the car parking 
notice template and advised she would print them. 

8.8. Additional Dog Waste Bin Provision. 

The Chairman reported undertaking a review of potential sites between Willow Rise and Drayford 
Lane and a site identified opposite the end of the path from Willow Rise to Butts Close and 
agreement with the landowner to locate a bin on the bank had been given. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Dorow proposed, Cllr Martin seconded and all were in favour purchase and 
installation of a new dog waste bin opposite the end of the new Willow Rise to Butts Close path and 
associated addition to the contract for emptying service.  Clerk to action. 

8.9. Village Litter Pick. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Martin proposed, Cllr Dorow seconded and all were in favour undertaking a village 
litter pick 20/11/21 09:00. Cllr Northam to organise. 

Cllr Northam advised she would be stepping down as 1st Aider following this event and a 
replacement would be required for litter picks to continue and suggested the 1st Aider should be the 
organiser of subsequent litter picks. 

9. Correspondence / Consultations Received for consideration:-  

9.1. Witheridge & Creacombe PCC – Remembrance Service (10:15) Invite. 

Noted. 

9.2. Witheridge Voice – Grant thanks. 

Noted. 

9.3. South West Heritage Trust – Funding for North Devon Records Office. 

It was noted the Witheridge Archive and Parish Council documents were stored at the North Devon 
Records Office. 

RESOLVED: Cllr Dorow proposed, Cllr Tait seconded and the majority were in favour 5 to 3 a £250 
grant.  Clerk to action. 

The Chairman requested the caretaker sweep out the Youth Shelter.  Clerk to action. 

10. Dates of Next meetings recommended:- 

10.1. Finance & General Purposes Committee – 18/11/21. 

Noted. 

10.2. Parish Council – 02/12/21 – agenda deadline noon 19/11/21. 

Noted. 

It was agreed to bring February meeting forward one week due to hall decoration. 

10.3. Agenda Items for consideration by the next meeting. 

Queens Jubilee. 

Closed 22:00. 
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Planning List (Cllrs can access the Local Plan here , applications here ) 
 

Application No. Description 

74032 

Retrospective application for change of use of storage barn into stabling at Downe 
Farm Livery Yard Witheridge Tiverton Devon EX16 8QF  
Grid Ref: 283032; 116417 
Recommended: Support 

 

Payment Schedule 

Item Chq 
Ref 

Payee Purpose £ 

7.2.1.  OB Hooper Services (SW) Ltd Grounds Maintenance 5944 744.00 
7.2.2.  OB S Sandland Toilet Management & Cleaning Contract 300.00 
7.2.3.  OB Wicksteed Leisure Ltd Playground Inspections ***5536 206.40 
7.2.4.  OB Wallgate Ltd Replacement public toilet backrest 

025517 
70.02 

7.2.5.  OB Wallgate Ltd 3 Yr Service Contract (2 visits) **750 399.00 
7.2.6.  OB Mid Devon District Council Trade Waste Collections 01/10/21-

31/03/22 ***0457 
107.82 

7.2.7.  OB North Devon Council Dog Waste Bin Service Contract 07/21-
09/21 ***2226 

218.40 

7.2.8.  CC Dropbox International Annual cloud storage renewal 95.88 
7.2.9.  CC iNet Telecoms Ltd Monthly number rental ***0584 3.60 
 ** Staff Salaries & Expenses **  
7.2.10.   Redacted under GPR Total:- 907.48 
7.2.11.      
7.2.12.      
 To Ratify:-   
7.2.13.  OB Hooper Services (South West) Ltd Grounds Maint 5922 1158.00 

 
Invoices Received after Agenda compilation - To Be Ratified 

7.2.14.  OB Hooper Services (South West) Ltd Grounds Maint 5944 648.00 
7.2.15.  2684 The Poppy Appeal Poppy Wreath 17.50 
7.2.16.  OB Cruwys Morchard Parish Hall Nov PC Meeting 36.00 

 
SO – Standing Order | DD – Direct Debit | OB – Online Banking* | CC – Charge Card 

 
Receipts 

 Tenant Rent 173.33 

 

http://www.northdevon.gov.uk/council/strategies-plans-and-policies/environment-and-planning-policies/local-plan/
https://planning.northdevon.gov.uk/Search/Advanced

