
 

Minutes of a Meeting of Silverton Parish Council 

held Monday 1st November  2021 at 7.30 p.m. in the Silverton Community Hall 

 

Present: Parish Cllrs F Derbyshire, V Maylan, K Faulhaber, J Wright,  S Cross, E 
Trebble & S Roach  
 
District Cllr B Deed & County Councillor Margaret Squires 
 
In the absence of the Chairman, Vice-Chair Cllr S Cross chaired the meeting 
 
Minute 113407 To note any Declarations of Interest  

None received 

Minute 113408 To note any apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr A Melville & V Miller 

Minute 113409 Meeting open to any questions from members of the public 

– 10 mins 

Mr J Wise expressed disappointment in relation to the recent road works and the 

length of time these had taken.  He pointed out that there were other roads in this 

area which were in far greater need of repair and maintenance and he queried why 

the works had stopped with the stretch from Park Road to Red Cross not being 

completed.   

County Councill Squires stated she was as disappointed as everyone else as she 

had thought the Scheme would be finished by November.  She had spoken to the 

local Highways Officer who had informed her that the Asset Team were overseeing 

the project.  He had not been informed there were drainage issues on the section of 

road between Park Road and Red Cross.  County Cllr Squires confirmed the project 

would be finalised during this financial year.  She had also spoken to the head of the 

Asset Team and stressed the danger potential flooding problems could pose along 

this section during the Winter months if the work was not carried out.  He had 

reiterated the work could not be concluded until the drainage issue had been 

resolved.  Proposed drawings had been sent through to County Cllr Squires but 

these do need the agreement of the field owner before they can be approved. 

Cllr Faulhaber raised concerns regarding the state of the road and the real possibility 

of flooding which would freeze over in bad conditions.  He questioned why the area 

of the Square was had been resurfaced when Church Road had a far greater need.  

Cllr Wright stated that the area should have been surveyed and checked prior to the 

works commencing and someone, somewhere had overlooked something.  The cost 



of the delivery of the equipment would have been immense.  He queried if County 

Highways have a review process which the Parish Council could check.  

County Cllr Squires confirmed she would chase up and reiterate safety issues which 

will be encountered during the Winter if the work was not finished. 

Mr Wise asked for an update in relation to the old Fire Station.  Cllr Cross confirmed 

the Clerk had established this was owned by the Parish Council and this was an item 

on the Agenda for further discussion. 

Mr Wise pointed out that an outlay of £5m for a railway station in Cullompton was a 

lot of money which could potentially have been used to benefit all the Parishes in 

Devon.  District Cllr Deed pointed out the Government had earmarked £5m for 

schemes at Wellington and Cullompton with the bulk of the money being used on 

signalling as the rails were mostly already in place.   With regard to an Exe Valley 

line this would cost a considerable amount of money.  If a station in Cullompton was 

successful then the Exe Valley line could be looked on beneficially.   

Mrs Louise Banks addressed the Council and confirmed she ran Silver Linings in 

Fore Street.  However, her tenancy was in question and she thought a possible 

alternative venue could be the Old Fire Station.  She would like to develop this as a 

shop similar to Silver Linings and also suggested perhaps a small museum could be 

created where Parishioners could view the history of the village.  She confirmed she 

had 27 different makers who sold items in her shop with 24 living  in the Parish and 

the others within 3 miles.  The shop was proving very successful. 

Minute 113410 Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th October  2021 

Cllr Cross proposed the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th October 2021 be 

accepted as a true record.  Cllr Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken 

with all members present in favour. 

Minute 113411 Review of Action Plan 

Fire Station – Cllr Cross stated that she had looked into the question of grant funding 

but had hit a brick wall.  Historic England have confirmed it could not assist as the 

building was not Listed but gave other options.  She had looked into a National 

Lottery Grant but the minimum grant was for more than was required. 

It was agreed that the suggestion from Mrs Banks was quite welcome.  However, the 

current state of the building was not suitable as there was no electricity and the 

Parish Council would need to consider all options i.e. retain the building,  lease it, 

rent it or sell.  Before any decision is taken a Consultation will need to be carried out 

in the village. 

Cllr Wright proposed a Task Group/Finish Group be formed  to consider the options  

and he confirmed he would be happy to be the Lead Councillor.  It was agreed the 



Group would consist of Cllrs Wright, Cross, Derbyshire and Maylan who would report 

back to the January Budget meeting.   Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal – a vote 

was taken with all members present in favour.  The Clerk confirmed she held a key 

to the Fire Station and would arrange a site meeting with the Group.  Cllr Faulhaber 

offered to prepare any drawings which might be required. 

Recycling Bins – It was noted these had been installed.  However, the bin in the 

playpark had been installed in front of the vehicle access gate.  Cllr Wright will 

contact MDDC with a request this is re-sited to the originally planned position 

Rope Bridge – the Clerk stated she was hoping for a response shortly 

Telephone Box – Clerk to chase.   

Trees – Any free trees under the Scheme have to be on public accessible land.  It 

was agreed the Clerk to respond and ask if there is any possibility of trees being 

planted on private land as this would be environmentally friendly. 

Installation of goal posts – no update.  Cllr Derbyshire will provide Cllr Wright will 

details of a possible alternative contractor 

Recreation Field – the majority of the works requested had been carried out by the 

Contractor and the footpath near the sump had been tarmacked by the Contractors 

when they were in the village resurfacing the roads.  

Minute 113412 Discussion with District Cllr J Wright & District Cllr B Deed  

County Cllr Squires confirmed she had spoken to the Area Officer regarding the 

problems with the sump and he had stated this was very costly to repair.  She has a  

meeting with him this coming week when it will be reviewed.  It was stressed this will 

become a serious health & safety issue when the weather becomes icy.   Cllr Maylan 

stated that the sump was almost overflowing yesterday and there is standing water 

on the new tarmac.  Cllr Roach felt the grid needs to be further back to stop the mud 

and debris from building up. 

District Cllr Wright stated that he was waiting to hear back from the Head Planner in 

relation to the Silverdale application.  He understood the concerns raised had been 

passed on to the applicant.  He stated he may call this application in but he does 

need to speak to Planners first.   

Budgets are currently being considered by all Committees. 

Cllr B Deed stated the van which had been parked in Wyndham Rd causing issues 

had now removed.   

With regard to the condition of local roads he informed the meeting that the road 

from Thorverton to East Raddon was in a far worse condition than those in Silverton. 



With regard to the Fire Station, Cllr Deed suggested someone might like to contact 

Tiverton Museum for advice and support. 

A 6 monthly report prepared by Cllr Deed had been circulated to Parish Councillors 

prior to the meeting 

Cllr Deed confirmed that with regard to a rubbish bag  being left on a regular basis at 

someone’s property MDDC were aware.  He stressed Fly Tipping is an offence and 

MDDC may carry out a letter drop advising residents of the position. 

 Minute 113413 Planning 

Cllr J Wright took no part in the following planning discussions as he is a District Councillor 
for the Ward and wishes to remain independent of the Parish Council so as to be able to 
represent parishioners if asked 
 
(a) Applications: 
 
21/01879/FULL -Change of use of storage area to outdoor seating area for host 

visitors for tastings and similar activities and erection of bar/shed – Exe Valley 

Brewery, Land Farm, Silverton  

Cllr Faulhaber proposed the Parish Council supports the above application.  Cllr 

Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in favour 

save Cllr Wright did not vote. 

(b) Approvals / Refusals 
 
APPROVAL- Alterations and extension to roof to create first floor living 

accommodation – The Oaks, Thorverton, Exeter   

CERTIFICATE OF LAWFUL USE – use of existing building for permanent 

residential occupation - Springfield Farm, Hele  

CERTIFICATE OF LAWFUL USE – erection of single storey rear extension following 

removal of outbuilding and chimney, erection of front porch, additional window in rear 

elevation, replace windows and roof covering – 5 King Street, Silverton 

APPROVAL  - Erection of dwelling and workshop/store and demolition of existing 

bungalow – 2 Exeter Road, Silverton 

(c) Any other Planning matters 
 
(i) To note email received from Dr Mower re Lavender Cottage, 34  Fore Street, 

Silverton 
 

The Clerk had circulated the email received to all Councillors prior to the 
meeting and had responded Dr Mower 
 
 



Minute 113414 Finances 
 
(a)  Monthly invoices 
 
Chq No: 002580 Mrs S Woodland – Clerk’s wages (£631.99)  

Chq No: 002581 Mr D Marsden – Contractor’s monthly invoice (£300.00)  

Chq No: 002582 CANCELLED 

With regard to the invoices received from the RBL Cllr Roach proposed a total of £50 be 

donated.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal – a vote was taken with all members 

present in favour 

Chq No: 002583 RBL Poppy Appeal – Wreaths for 2020 & 2021 (£50.) 

Cllr Cross proposed the above accounts be passed for payment.  Cllr Derbyshire 
seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in favour 
 
(b) Other financial matters 
 
(i) Village grass cutting 

The Clerk had obtained a quotation from Sam Campbell Landscaping for the Recreation 

Field (to include the Children’s Play Area and Jubilee Garden Area) and the Little Rec to 

have a one-off cut.  The total cost for this work was £384.00 

Cllr  Maylan proposed the quotation be accepted.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  

A vote was taken with all members present in favour.  It was agreed to ask if the Jubilee 

Garden area could be cut and the grass collected. 

It was agreed the Specification relating to grass cutting needs reviewing and this would be 

an Agenda item for December. 

Request from Book Swap Committee for additional matting 

A quotation had been received from Andy Isaac to carry out this work .  After 
discussion Cllr Roach proposed this be reviewed at the Budget Meeting and after the 
grass had been cut.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 
all members present in favour.  
 
(ii) Dog Fouling in village  

Cllr Wright informed the meeting MDDC had approved the new Public Spaces Protection 

(Dog Control) Order which had come into effect on the 7 October 2021 which included dog 

fouling.   2 members of the public or one parish Councillor can give evidence in relation to 

a dog fouling offence.  It was noted the footpath at side of School was a very bad area for 

dog fouling 

The No Dog signs have worn off in the Recreation Field and th Clerk will ask the Council’s 



contractor to re-do these and ask if he can obtain waterproof paint. 

It was also agreed that an article be placed in the Parish Magazine regarding the Order 

and dog fouling generally. 

Minute 113415 “Road Safety – Call for Ideas” (requested by Cllr Wright) 

Cllr Wright informed the meeting a Grant for road safety ideas is available and he had 

uploaded an article to Facebook asking for suggestions.  He said he felt this item should 

really be discussed through the Neighbourhood Plan but any ideas need to be submitted 

by this evening’s deadline. 

A discussion arose regarding whether or not the white lines should be replaced where the 

roads have recently been resurfaced or whether there should be a white line to mark off a 

space for pedestrians where no footpath was available.   Cllr Wright stated the sum 

available for the whole of Devon was £100,000.00.  He confirmed he would contact County 

Cllr Squires to establish if the markings have to stay as previously marked or if there are 

alternative options. 

Minute 113416 Report from Recreation Field Task/Finish Group  

Cllr Maylan reported the Clean Up Day took place on the 16th October.  She said she was  

disappointed with how many people attended but those who did attend worked hard.  The 

brambles from the Playpark to sump had been cut back and this path was now clear for 

anyone with wheelchairs/buggies etc to be able to walk through the Recreation Field  

Currently Mrs Sleep is looking at forming a Charity to be able to apply for grants for a new 

piece of equipment for play park.  Various grants are available including Locality Grant. 

Minute 113417 Neighbourhood Plan update 

The Neighbourhood planning committee have been working hard to prepare for the 
submission of the Neighbourhood plan to MDDC. The final date for comments from 
the community had been at that time advertised as October 16th 2021. The 
responses received from the community at that time was approximately 70, 
unfortunately on the evening of October the 15th an email was received from Mid 
Devon District Council to advise that the consultation was to be extended until 
November  5th 2021. This was very disappointing after all the preparations. In the 
circumstances the committee decided to advise the community of the extension  of  
the consultation to the 5th of November 2021. 
 
Minute 113418 Consider re-establish Parish Council Facebook Page and 

creating Parish Council email address 
 
Mrs Sleep had suggested the Parish Council should have the ability on the 
Community Facebook to report via its own Facebook Page.   The Clerk explained 
that historically the Parish Council did have its own Facebook page but this was back 
when Facebook was pretty much in its infancy and was never really used.   
 



Cllr Cross proposed the Parish Council re-establish a Facebook page with the 
assistance of Cllr Wright.  Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 
all members present in favour. 
 
Cllr Wright will also investigate options for Silverton Parish Council to have a specific 
email address rather than using the Clerk’s personal account. 
 
Minute 113419 Annual review of Asset Register 
 
Cllr Cross proposed the new recycling bins be added to the Register together with 
the new Goal Posts.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal – a vote was taken with 
all members present in favour 
 
Minute 113405 Correspondence 
 
No correspondence to consider 
 
Minute 113406 Matters brought forward by the Chairman 
 

No matters were raised 

 

Meeting closed at 21.09 

 


