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Minutes of a Meeting of Silverton Parish Council 

held Monday 7th June 2021 at 7.30 p.m. in the Silverton Community Hall 

 

 

Present: Parish Cllrs A Melville (Chairman), F Derbyshire, V Maylan, S Cross, 
E Trebble, J Wright (also in capacity of District Councillor) & S Roach  
 
 
Minute 113348 Consider application from Angela Webb to be co-opted 

onto the Parish Council 

A copy of the application from Angela Webb had been circulated to Councillors 

prior to the meeting. 

The Chairman proposed that Mrs Webb be co-opted to the Parish Council.  Cllr 

Maylan seconded the proposal a vote was taken with all Councillors present in 

favour.  

Cllr Webb thereafter signing the Declaration of Acceptance of Office Form 

Minute 113349 To note any Declarations of Interest 

 None 

Minute 1133350 To note any apologies 

Apologies had been received from Cllrs Faulhaber and Miller.  

Minute 113351 Meeting open to any questions from members of the 

public – 10 mins 

Mr Wise reported there was a large pothole at Babylon Lane which he had 

reported to DCC and who had visited the following day and carried out a gulley 

clean.  The pothole remained. The Chairman confirmed many reports had been 

made on the DCC “Report a Pothole” website. 

With regard to car parking, Mr Wise queried if an area could be found outside 

the village centre where people could park and then walk into the village in 

order to alleviate the car parking situation.  Cllr Wright stating the big issue was 

locating available land.  If land could be found this would then have to be 

financed and planning permission obtained.  County Cll Squires confirmed no 

funds were currently available via DCC.   

Minute 113352 Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th May 2021 

The Chairman proposed the Minutes of the meeting held on the 10th May 2021 

be signed as a correct record.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote 

was taken with all members present in favour. 

Minute 113353 Review of Action Plan 
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Transfer of Assets– Cllr Derbyshire stated that Steve Denhsam at MDDC had 

asked a colleague for an update but a substantive reply would not be available 

until the July meeting.  He had suggested working towards the Parish Council 

taking over the grass areas at the start of next season.  It was agreed to defer 

this item to the July meeting 

Quotes for bins on Rec - Cllr Wright stated that he had anticipated recycling 

bins in the Square and one between the playpark and the skatepark with a third 

at Ellerhayes.  Cllr Maylan felt a litter bin was needed in the football field area 

and one at the entrance to the Recreation Field where children seem to gather.  

Cllr Wright confirmed he would obtain a quote for a litter bin. 

Cllr Roach pointed out another bin was required in the car park as parishioners 

tend to use the Room 4U bin which the Committee has to pay to be emptied.  It 

was noted that the car park belonged to MDDC and Cllr Wright would make 

enquiries. 

Minute 113354 Discussion with County Cllr M Squires, District Cllr J 

Wright & District Cllr B Deed  

County Cllr Squires thanked the public for her re-election.  She said Council 

meetings were still a problem due to social distancing with the Full Council 

Annual Meeting not being able to be held at County Hall due to space and it 

was held at Sandy Park.  The Chairman of Devon County Council is Exmouth 

County Cllr Jeff Trail. The County Council are aiming to be carbon neutral by 

2030 and it aims to put Solar panels on the roofs of buildings they own, street 

lights using LED bulbs and it is looking at a train service to Marsh Barton as 

numerous people work there and this would save on their carbon footprint. 

District Cllr J Wright confirmed MDDC were also experiencing problems 

organising meetings and there was nothing further currently to report. 

District Cllr B Deed confirmed Bickleigh Bridge had been repaired after the 

recent lorry accident.  With regard to meeting he confirmed a recent Cabinet 

meeting had taken place with some Councillors using Zoom.  Cabinet and 

Planning meetings are currently the only meetings taking place on a face-to-

face basis.  A Scrutiny meeting will take place if needed.  The Full Council are 

due to meet on 30th June but the venue for this will have to be the Sports 

Centre in Crediton if the current regulations are not relaxed.   District Cllr Deed 

confirmed matters were relatively quiet at the moment with many staff having 

not returned to work at Phoenix House as yet. 

Minute 113355 Planning 

Cllr J Wright took no part in the following planning discussions as he is a 
District Councillor for the Ward and wishes to remain independent of the 
Parish Council so as to be able to represent parishioners if asked 
 
(a) Applications: 
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21/00937/HOUSE – erection of porch and extension/garage following 

demolition of existing lean-to structure – 32 Ellerhayes, Hele  

Cllr Derbyshire proposed the Parish Council supported the above application.  

Cllr Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present 

in favour. 

21/00577/HOUSE – erection of larger conservatory following demolition of 

existing – 17 Applemede, Silverton 

Cllr Cross proposed the Parish Council supported the above application.  Cllr 
Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in 
favour.  
 
21/00948/HOUSE – rendering of property and removal of wooden shop sign – 1 
Exeter Road, Silverton 
 
Cllr Derbyshire proposed the Parish Council supported the above application.  
Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present 
in favour. 
 
(b) Approvals / Refusals 
 
APPROVAL – erection of dwelling following demolition of agricultural buildings 

– land and building at NGR 296644 107734 Butterleigh 

NO OBJECTION to fell 1 Laurel tree and 1 Western Red Cedar tree and lift 

crown of 1 Lawson Cypress tree by 2-3m within the Conservation Area – South 

Cottage, School Road, Silverton 

(c) Any other Planning matters 
 
None 
 
Minute 113356 Finances 
 
(a)  Monthly invoices 
 
Chq 002487  Mrs S Woodland – Clerk’s monthly wage (£631.79)  
Chq 002488  Mr D Marsden – Contractor’s monthly invoice - £300.00 
Chq 002489 Mrs E Trebble – Neighbourhood Plan monthly Zoom meeting - 

£14.39 
Chq 002490 Thomas Westcott – Accountants annual fee - £196.80 
Chq 002491 EDF – Smith of Derby – Parish Clock maintenance - £700.80 
Chq 002492 MH Goals – new goal posts - £897.60 
Chq 002493 Information Commissioner – annual fee - £40.00 
Chq 002494 Marbles FD – Internal Auditor fee - £480.00 
Chq 002495 Zurich Municipal – public liability insurance - £382.45 
Chq 002496 E-On – Electricity re Air Ambulance Landing Site - £22.69 
 
The Chairman proposed the above invoices be approved for payment.  Cllr 
Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all Councillors present in 
favour 
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(b) Other financial matters 
 
(i) To consider purchase of tree to commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 

2022  

 The Chairman indicated he was going to broaden the discussion to include the 

email from John Barrett, which had been circulated to all Councillors prior to 

the meeting, regarding the Parish Council supporting celebrations to 

commemorate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.  The Chairman read the 

email to the meeting. 

 Cllr Derbyshire stated she had considered the request and thought that as 

there will be a 4-day Bank Holiday weekend to commemorate the Jubilee 

could the Street Market be brought forward and be part of the celebrations?  .   

Cllr Maylan felt the Parrish Council should support a Committee and any 

funding could be considered at the 2022/2023 Budget Meeting.  Cllr Cross 

confirmed her agreement to be the Parish Council representative on the 

Committee. 

 With regard to tree planting the Clerk confirmed there is a National Initiative to 

plant a tree for the Jubilee and she would bring details back to a future 

meeting.   

 The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council would be supportive of any 

celebrations in the Parish but would not be the organiser.  The Parish Council 

would support a Committee organised by Jane Isaac by the Vice-Chairman 

attending meetings and bringing back to the Council any proposals.   Cllr 

Webb seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in 

favour. 

(ii) To consider letter from Thomas Westcott re fees for year ending 05.04.2022 

A letter had been received from Thomas Westcott confirming the annual fee 

for the financial year ending 5th April 2022 would be £156.00 + VAT.  Cllr 

Derbyshire proposed the Parish Council accept the quotation.  Cllr Roach 

seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in favour.  

(iii) To consider report from Internal Auditor for year ended 31.3.2020 

 The Annual Internal Report had been circulated prior to meeting and would be 

available on the website for parishioners to read.    The Internal Auditor had 

been happy to sign off all aspects of the audit with some recommendations 

being made. 

Cllr Roach proposed the Parish Council accepts the Internal Auditor’s Annual 

Report and the Clerk be asked to progress the recommendations accordingly.  

Cllr Trebble seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members 

present in favour.  

(iv) Complete Annual Governance Audit Form for year ended 31.3.2021 
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 (a) Section 1  

 The Chairman read to the meeting the Questions set out in Section 1 and the 

following responses were given: 

 Q1 = Yes Q2 = Yes  Q3 = Yes Q4 = Yes Q5 = Yes  Q6 = Yes 

 Q7 = Yes Q8 = Yes Q9 = N/A 

 The Chairman proposed the above replies were correct.  Cllr Cross seconded 

the proposal.  A vote was given with all members present in favour. 

 (b) Section 2 

A copy of Section 2 had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting 

showing the figures inserted at each question  

 The Chairman proposed the figures entered into Section 2 were correct.  Cllr 

Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members 

present in favour. 

 (c) Accounts in support 

 The Chairman proposed that the accounts prepared by the Clerk in support of 

the figures shown in Section 2 be accepted as correct.  Cllr Roach seconded 

the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in favour. 

(v) To note email from Silverton Scouts re roof leak on the Old Fire Station 

 An email had been received from Silverton Scouts informing the Parish 

Council that there was a leak in the roof on the Old Fire Station. 

The Clerk confirmed a key to the Old Fire Station had now been provided by 

Silverton Scouts. 

 The Chairman stated he felt that the R&H Roofing who dealt with the leak on 

the Bus Shelter roof be asked to do a temporary repair. 

After discussion Cllr Wright proposed R&H Roofing be asked to carry out 

urgent repair works and to meet a Councillor on site who can authorise the 

works to be carried out if the quotation is less than £1,000.00.  Cllr Trebble 

seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in favour.  

Minute 113357 To consider vacant Parish Council position on Silverton 

Parochial Trust 

After Cllr Maylan agreed she would represent the Parish Council on the Silverton 

Parochial Trust the Chairman proposed she be elected as the Parish Council 

representative.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with all 

members present in favour. 
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Minute 113358 To consider Book Swap Licence prepared by Cllr Cross 

Cllr Cross gave a resume of the proposed Licence which will run until one week 

before the Parish Council Lease expires in 2026.  The repair and maintenance of the 

structure will be the responsibility of the Committee.  It was agreed the Clerk would 

now forward a copy to Mrs Pryke.  A copy of the specification prepared by Mr 

Snowdon needs to be attached to the draft together with a plan showing the exact 

position of the Book Store.  The second Committee Member’s details were also 

required.   A copy to be sent to the Richard’s Trust for their approval together with a 

request for their Letter of Consent to the structure. 

Cllr Derbyshire gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Cross for the time and work carried out in 

preparing the draft Licence. 

The Chairman proposed the Parish Council agree the draft Licence. The Clerk to 

send it to the Committee asking for responses to outstanding queries and authority 

be delegated to the Chairman and Vice Chairman to sign off. Cllr Maylan seconded 

the proposal.  A vote was taken with all members present in favour. 

Minute 113359 Neighbourhood Plan update 

Cllr Trebble informed the meeting the Committee were still working towards 
MDDC approving the draft Plan.  As part of the pre submission the Committee 
will process the plan to ensure it is up to date and relevant.  Weekly meetings 
are currently being held to try and finalise the draft Plan with the Committee 
aiming to launch the Plan at the beginning of September. 
 
District Cllr Deed advised the Committee they should move forward as swiftly 
as possible as the Silverton Plan is the only one outstanding. 
 
Minute 113360 MDDC Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 
2014 – Consultation, Public Spaces Order – proposed Dog Controls 
 
Cllr Wright confirmed the Children’s Play Area had now been added to the 
Order.   He stressed that every dog must be under control when being walked 
which he felt was more important than the number of dogs being walked.  Cllr 
Derbyshire stated she did have concerns at the proposed number of dogs being 
walked and felt 4 would probably be more realistic.   District Cllr Deed pointed 
out that licensed dog walkers are limited to 6 dogs.  
 
The Chairman read through the Questionnaire and noted the appropriate 
responses 
 
Minute 113361 Correspondence 
 
None 
 
Minute 113362 Matters brought forward by the Chairman 
 

The Clerk to check the grass cutting contract regarding the Jubilee Garden as 

the actual bank has not been cut.  With regard to the Pond Site, it was noted 
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the top part had not been cut and the brambles were overgrown and unkept by 

the Tennis Courts. 

Meeting closed at 20.58 p.m. 


