
Bow Parish Council Minutes 10.02.2021 

 

MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL, HELD VIA ZOOM,                                                                                 

ON WEDNESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 2021 AT 7.30P.M. 

                                                                 Present:  Mr C D Nicks in the Chair,   
                                                                                  Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell,  
                                                                                  Messrs C R McAllister, V Steer and T J Vanstone. 
                                                                                  Cllr Nick Way (part only) and Cllr Alex White.                                                                             
                                                                                  Clerk: Miss B D Ware.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                    Members of the Public: Five (part only). 
                                                            Apologies:  Mrs L A Hamilton, Messrs R P Edworthy and G R Willis. 
 

                                                                                           PARISH  COUNCIL   
 

The Covid-19 novel coronavirus pandemic remained ongoing, the third government-imposed national lockdown, 
from 5 January 2021, was ongoing.  A remote meeting had been held to deal with items requiring decisions.  

Legislation permitting councils to meet remotely would end on 6 May 2021.  
 

1. Public Open Forum.                                                                                                                                                                            
Members of the public, neighbours to the site of Planning application 20/02084/FULL, addressed Parish Council.  
A neighbour, stating his objections, said that he had looked into the case and opposed the location because it 
was ancient woodland and a designated County Wildlife Site (areas of public/private land, rich in wildlife, 
supporting rare or threatened habitats and species), saying there were numerous rare and protected species 
present but that no comprehensive survey had been carried out.  He felt strongly, saying that the Applicant had 
some 400 acres including 70 acres woodland, of alternative land available which would provide a better, less 
damaging location for the log cabin, with easier access, thereby allowing the woodland to remain undeveloped.  
He further said that it was an unspoilt site, with old pasture.  Continuing, he also said that there were many 
inconsistencies in the application and that he had spoken to the Applicant about the application.  He had 
concerns for the future, citing possible creeping development, expressing concern for the future of the biome.  
He urged Parish Council to reject the application.  Another neighbour, a former Planning Enforcement Officer, 
enquired about MDDC’s enforcement policy, to which Cllr White said that there had been a lax approach to 
enforcement but that was now being addressed via the Scrutiny Committee and he gave assurance that 
enforcement would happen and local ward members would take action.  The neighbour owned an ancient 
woodland near the application site and commented that wildlife in the UK was in retreat, with nature being 
depleted.  He said species relied on ancient woodland (those woodlands being the largest in the area) and 
woodland specialist species were declining.  Continuing, he said that the barbastelle bat was the ‘crown jewel’ 
of mid Devon but that it was threatened.  He said the barbastelle was the rarest bat in Europe but was present 
within 100 yards of the application site and was reliant on the site to breed and roost.  He said that the site was 
in the middle of a roost, which was very sensitive to disturbance.  He went on to say that the Ecological Impact 
Assessment was ‘a bit of a joke’, that the author had not complied with requirements also that other ecologists 
shared that view.  He said that Mid Devon Planning Authority should not accept the application, that it did not 
meet the Mid Devon Adopted Local Plan Policies, that there wasn’t a Planning Statement, that the application 
was poorly presented and that it would have a major impact on wildlife.  He also urged Council to reject it.              
The Applicant addressed Parish Council.  He said that the comment submitted to MDDC by the first neighbour 
was described by the neighbour as a holding comment (full comment had been posted on the website 9/2/21).  
The Applicant said that the site was near the Two Moors Way footpath and stressed that he didn’t intend any 
harm.  He had owned his farm for 25 years and owned/farmed Treefield Farm for ten years – when acquired the 
woodland had been run through with cattle, so was now in better order.  He also said that at a neighbouring 
property some 30+ people from a religious group gathered for 3-4 weeks each summer.  He apologised if the 
Ecological Impact Assessment did not meet requirements. 
The first neighbour responded saying that his full objection had now been posted on MDDC’s website.  He also 
conveyed the apologies of another close neighbour who had been unable to attend the virtual meeting but who 
also objected to the application. 
 

2. Minutes.        
The minutes of meeting held on 13 January 2021 were agreed as a complete and accurate record and would be 
signed when pandemic restrictions allowed. 
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3. Planning 
APPLICATION 
20/02084/FULL    
Proposal: Retention of log cabin as holiday let and associated shower/wc building 
Location: Woodland at NGR 273448 97276 (North of Teignholt Cross) Hittisleigh Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 273661 / 97364 
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 13 January 2021. 
Cllr White, conveying views of the MDDC Planning officer, said that it may come down to the views of the 
Forestry Commission.  Mr Steer felt that the Forestry Commission should adjudicate and suggested that Parish 
Council’s response be ‘no comment’.  Mrs Pritchett-Farrell expressed concerns regarding the quality of the 
Ecological Impact Assessment, which appeared to be a desk-top exercise, requesting that the status of and 
robustness of the EIA be clarified.  Cllr White would take that matter up with the Planning case officer.  
Although not present, Mr Willis had requested that his opposition to the application be noted.  Mr Vanstone felt 
neutral and Mr McAllister suggested it be left to the Forestry Commission.  A special Planning meeting would 
need to be arranged, in approx. two weeks, when Cllr White had obtained clarification on the status of the EIA. 

 
MDDC DECISIONS       
APPROVALS 
20/01988/FULL  
Proposal: Conversion of outbuilding to holiday let  
Location: Land and buildings at NGR 27991 98080 (Horizon), Hillerton, Bow, Crediton, Devon  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272992 / 98079 
 
20/00710/FULL  
Proposal: Erection of holiday accommodation as an alternative to a stable block approved under planning 
permission 19/01242/FULL 
Location: Land at NGR 271715 100431 Station Road Bow Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 271665/100500 

 
4. Local Government Boundary Commission for England, Electoral Review – Mid Devon.                                                   

The Local Government Boundary Commission, the independent body which drew boundaries, had reviewed   
Mid Devon to ensure councillors would represent approximately the same number of electors and that ward 
arrangements would help the council work effectively.  Following earlier stages in the whole process, which had 
commenced August 2019, final recommendations on the new electoral arrangements for Mid Devon had been 
published by the LGBC on 12 January 2021. There would be 42 councillors, same as current arrangement, with 
22 wards, two fewer than present, being five three-councillor wards, ten two-councillor wards and seven single-
councillor wards.  Almost all wards would have change.  Upper Yeo ward (currently parishes of Bow, Clan- 
naborough & Colebrooke) would change; it would merge with Taw ward (currently parishes of Brushford, 
Coldridge, Down St Mary, Eggesford, Nymet Rowland, Wembworthy & Zeal Monachorum) to become Upper Yeo 
and Taw ward (parishes of Bow, Clannaborough, Copplestone, Down St Mary, Coldridge, Brushford & Zeal 
Monachorum), becoming a two-councillor ward.  Parliament now needed to agree those changes.  New 
arrangements would apply for the 2023 council elections.                                     

 
5. Play Areas, Bow Village Field – Lease between MDDC and Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee 

Expired.   
MDDC had requested a progress report towards transferring responsibility to local direct management in view 
of the approaching transfer date of 31 March 2021.  No information had been received from Bow Village Hall & 
Field Management Committee and Parish Council’s representative on the Committee wasn’t present.  A 
Member understood that the Committee believed that assuming responsibility for the play areas would be a 
financial burden, although Parish Council had previously hinted that it could make an annual donation to Bow 
Village Hall & Field Management Committee.  Mr Nicks would speak to the chairman of the Committee.  Given 
the intended transfer date of 31 March 2021, without any progress having been made, Parish Council would 
enquire of MDDC whether an extension of time would be possible. 
MDDC had supplied the RoSPA annual Safety Inspection Report 2020. 
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6. D. C.C. Highways Matters.  
Speeding, A3072 western approach to village (proposed extension of 30m.p.h. limit).  Cllr Way said that the item 
should be an agenda item for the Mid Devon HATOC meeting, at 10.30am on 9 March 2021.  The Mid Devon 
HATOC meeting scheduled for 7 October 2020 had been cancelled.  Cllr Way had commented that two/three 
Parish Council representatives attending the virtual meeting and speaking to the item could help influence the 
outcome.  Mr Vanstone may speak with the chairman of Mid Devon HATOC in advance of the meeting. 
Bow Traffic Regulation Orders.  Resident’s request to amend the TRO, vicinity of Touchwood, A3072.  Cllr Way 
said that the item would be on the agenda of and considered by Mid Devon HATOC on 9 March 2021.  Saying 
that he needed to remain impartial (until the meeting), he commented that he had received several emails and 
phone calls.  Given that, without any consultation process, the item would be considered by Mid Devon HATOC 
meeting, whereas Parish Council’s long awaited request for Departure from DCC policy on Local Speed Limits 
still awaited consideration by Mid Devon HATOC, seemed incongruous, Mr Steer hoped to raise the matter with 
the chairman of Mid Devon HATOC. 
Road traffic collision.  On that day a single vehicle incident, witnessed by a Parish Councillor, had occurred near 
Bow Medical Practice; a car had mounted the grass verge and demolished a pole-mounted road sign. 

   Godfreys Garden estate road.  Long awaited resurfacing work had finally been carried out mid-November 2020. 
Winter issues.  Cllr Way said that winter weather was causing highways issues and he hoped that extra finance 
might be available for highway drainage.  The system of pothole reporting and repair was continuing as 
previously, Cllr Way said that DCC relied on potholes and defects being reported.  It was commented that 
numerous DCC workmen, with vehicles, had been at the A3072 layby near the Co-op shop on the previous day. 
Meeting with DCC Chief Officer for Highways, Infrastructure Development and Waste.  Cllr Way was due to meet 
with Ms Meg Booth and asked whether Parish Council wished for him to raise any particular issues.  
 

7. Monitoring of Services. 
D.C.C. Service satisfactory – comment would not be submitted.                                                                                  
M.D.D.C. Service satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
 

8. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,987.49, Current a/c £27,219.57 
ACCOUNTS AUTHORISED FOR PAYMENT 
A & S Paving (10 oak sleepers, 1st Bow Scouts archery project shelter) £349.80 (cheque issue 9/2/2021) 

 
9. Any Other Business. 

(i) Mid Devon Local Plan.  Information supplied by MDDC had been conveyed, electronically, to Members on         
8 February 2021.  MDDC had launched a Call for Sites process, 8/2/2021-22/03/2021, which provided individuals 
and organisations with the opportunity to suggest sites which they thought had the potential to be developed 
for housing, economic or other uses.  The development potential of sites put forward during the Call would be 
assessed by local authority officers and a panel of representatives from housing and economic development 
industries.  The conclusions would be published in a 'Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment' 
(HELAA) which would form part of the evidence base for a new Local Plan for Mid Devon.  Brief discussion 
ensued – the adopted Mid Devon Local Plan 2013-2033 incorporated a 1.2 hectares site for residential 
development (max. 20 dwellings with 30% affordable) at land adjacent to Hollywell, Station Road, however 
suitable access to that site, to the satisfaction of Highway Authority, needed to be achieved.  Members felt            
that Bow could/should grow but that growth should be in small increments – too much growth, too fast, would 
be undesirable.  The subject would be an agenda item for consideration by Bow Parish Council at the meeting  
to be held in March 2021.  
(ii) COVID-19 coronavirus.  Cllr Way, a member of DCC Health and Adult Services Committee, said that the 
programme of vaccinations in Devon was progressing well.  A new vaccination centre was opening at Westpoint, 
near Exeter. 

 
10. Date of Next Meeting.   

A special Planning meeting would be held when sought information pertaining to application 20/02084/FULL 
obtained.  The next routine business meeting to be held on Wednesday 10 March 2021.   
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50p.m. 
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