
Bow Parish Council Minutes 13.01.2021 

 

MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL, HELD VIA ZOOM,                                                                                 

ON WEDNESDAY 13 JANUARY 2021 AT 7.30P.M. 

                                                                 Present:  Mr C D Nicks in the Chair,   
                                                                                  Mesdames L A Hamilton and D M Pritchett-Farrell,  
                                                                                  Messrs G R Willis, V Steer and T J Vanstone. 
                                                                                  Cllr Nick Way (part only) and Cllr Alex White.                                                                             
                                                                                  Clerk: Miss B D Ware.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                    Members of the Public: Two (part only). 
                                                            Apologies:  Messrs N P Edworthy, R P Edworthy and C R McAllister. 
 

                                                                                      PARISH  COUNCIL   
 

Given the ongoing Covid-19 novel coronavirus pandemic, with a third national lockdown imposed by 
government from 5 January 2021, a remote meeting had been held to deal with items requiring decisions. 

 
1. Public Open Forum.                                                                                                                                                             

Members of the public, neighbours to the proposed revision (requested by a resident) of Bow Traffic Regulation 
Orders (TRO) at Touchwood, addressed Parish Council.  A neighbour commented that double yellow lines 
already exist across and extending to either side of the entrance to the Touchwood development of four 
dwellings, to protect motorists’ visibility when exiting on to the A3072.  He said the existing arrangement, linked 
to the Planning consent, had been in place since the development was built some 16 years previous.  He 
strongly objected to the requested revision and read a prepared statement citing reasons for objecting which 
included that the proposal, if implemented, would do the opposite of what it purported to achieve: parked cars 
made for a safer environment given they naturally slowed passing traffic whereas the proposal facilitated 
speeding traffic which equated to increased danger to other traffic, pedestrians and property (one being just 
80cm from the highway).  Having carefully considered the proposal, he felt that it would be wrong to pursue it 
as it didn’t have any features to favour it.  Another neighbour said that eight parking spaces (some from 
unrestricted and some from restricted single yellow line parking) would be lost, which had a very significant 
impact not just on immediate residents who relied on the parking provision because old cottages had been built 
without parking provision but stressing the knock-on effect at nearby Iter Park and elsewhere.  He said that Bow 
parking, already insufficient, would become a complete nightmare as there was simply nowhere to park, saying 
that evenings and weekends were particularly difficult and that any visitors really struggled to find parking.  He 
went on to say that in addition to the residents in the immediate area who would be adversely affected, that 
residents at Dukes Cottages and Nymet Hayes would also be impacted.  Neighbours were thanked for attending. 

 
2. Minutes.                                                                                                                                                                                          

The minutes of previous meetings were agreed as complete and accurate records and would be signed when 
pandemic restrictions allowed.  

 
3. Planning 

APPLICATION 
20/01774/HOUSE    
Proposal: Replacement roof to include installation of dormer window  
Location: 5 Mill Lane, Bow, Crediton, Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 271813 / 101693  
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 21 December 2020. 
Parish Council approved the application. 

 
MDDC DECISIONS 
APPROVALS 
20/01595/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of two luxury eco tree houses for holiday accommodation and construction of new access 
tracks 
Location: Land at NGR 273518 97870 Nymet Wood Hillerton Bow Crediton Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 273568 97864 
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https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QIWSRBKS07T00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QHGX33KS05K00


 
 
20/01689/HOUSE 
Proposal: Demolition of garage, erection of single storey garage and formation of a new vehicular access  
Location: St Martins Bow Crediton Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272730 / 100621  
 
20/01530/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of three holiday chalets 
Location: Land at NGR 272328 101156 (Wayside) Station Road Bow Crediton Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272328 / 101156  
 
20/00535/HOUSE  
Proposal: Raising of roof to provide first floor accommodation, erection of an attached garage extension with 
bedroom over and replacement of existing porch roof 
Location: Stonemark Bow Crediton Devon 

       Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272026 / 98896                                                                                                         

4. Bow Conservation Area: Conservation Area Status to Remain, or be De-listed.                                                                      
MDDC Conservation Officer, Mr Marsh, with Parish Council representatives, Messrs Nicks, McAllister and Steer 
with the Clerk, walked around Bow’s Conservation Area on 7 December 2020.  Mr Marsh’s predecessor had 
been in post when Bow’s Conservation Area had been placed on the ‘at risk’ register by Historic England.                 
Mr Marsh enquired about and discussed local history – the hamlet of Nymet Tracey with it’s Norman church, 
books on local history and old photographs.  During the walk, various historical features were discussed; the 
raised cobbled footpath (Listed structure) being very significant, Listed buildings and the Listed housings of Bow 
Waterworks’ remaining original standpipes from 1859.  At Jackman car park, with adjacent high stone wall, he 
commented that additional car park space was needed.  Maintenance and repair of the raised cobbled footpath 
was discussed – MDDC had undertaken significant renovation work in 2001.  Enquiring how and by whom it was 
maintained and whether DCC maintained it (DCC maintained some aspects and a few householders maintained 
sections of cobbles, keeping them clean/tidy, in front of their homes), Mr Marsh said with the Conservation 
Area status in place, funding via Historic England could potentially be available in the future for future main-
tenance (funding had similarly been obtained recently at Cullompton).   Mr Marsh needed to know Parish 
Council’s view, whether Members felt that the Conservation Area should remain, or if it should be de-listed.               
If the status remained there would need to be an Appraisal completed and a management plan created. 
After discussion and mindful that potential future funding might be available via Historic England to preserve 
the raised cobbled footpath into the future, Members agreed that the Conservation Area status should remain.  
 

5. Bow Traffic Regulation Orders.  Resident’s Request to Amend the TRO, Vicinity of Touchwood, A3072.               
DCC documentation, comprising the advertisement, draft Order and a plan/map, had been received.  A resident 
had put forward a request to vary existing TRO (waiting restrictions) in the vicinity of Touchwood, involving 
revisions to both sides of the A3072, to prevent obstructive parking.  The revisions included extending the                  
13 metres of existing double yellow lines to 43 metres, from Driftwood to the east to 3 Osborne Cottages to the 
west.  Copies of documentation had been electronically conveyed to Members (email 16.12.2020) for perusal.  
Parish Council had received several emails/letters/telephone calls of objection from local residents who would 
be adversely affected by the proposal.  Having heard local residents’ comment in the Public Open Forum, 
Members discussed the proposal, which would be considered by Mid Devon HATOC on 9 March 2021.                    
Mr Vanstone said that Bow is already a nightmare for parking, Mr Steer said that the vehicular entrance to 
Touchwood has 12m of DYL already and if all other vehicular accesses along the main street had similar lengths 
of DYL to the proposal that there wouldn’t be any parking at all, continuing he said that the existing 
arrangement works and there wasn’t any reason to change it.  Mrs Hamilton said that some vehicles parked 
partially on the pavement which needed policing.  Mrs Pritchett-Farrell said she didn’t support the proposal, 
that parking was already problematic at Iter Park and that the practice of motorists parking half on the 
pavement needed addressing because pedestrians with baby buggies, white-stick users, etc needed unrestricted 
passage along pavements.  Cllr Way conveyed information, saying that the request had been in hand for about        
a year, that TROs existed for road safety purposes and that advertisements had been published in the Crediton 
Courier and Mid Devon Gazette.  The deadline for submission of comments was 9 February 2021 with the 
HATOC meeting scheduled for 9 March 2021.  Mr Steer enquired whether a Highways officer could visit to meet 
Parish Council to discuss it (current government lockdown would probably preclude).  Mrs Hamilton also said  
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https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QI6TIMKS07T00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QH3V83KS07T00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q8D2JXKS04G00


 
 

that the existing TRO had been made linked to the Planning permissions and that removing parking wouldn’t 
improve the situation but would make it worse.  Mr Vanstone confirmed that he was opposed to the proposal. 
The Clerk advised that, in general, DCC only considered any requested highways work which was evidence-
based and that DCC’s website showed a map of Road Traffic Collision reports (five-year period 1.1.2015 – 
31.12.2019) but that no collisions were shown for the specific area in question at Bow. 
Members were unanimous in their objection and it was agreed to write a strongly worded submission to DCC 
based on benefit/loss, that parked cars slowed traffic making the area safer, that the current arrangement had 
more benefit, that the knock-on effect adversely affected other nearby parking, eg at Iter Park where parking 
problems already existed, the submission to be accompanied by the emails and letters of opposition received. 

 
6. Okehampton-Exeter Railway – Reintroduction of Passenger Service. 

As part of the Government Spending Review, 25 November 2020, in the National Infrastructure Strategy it had 
been announced that the government financially pledged to restore transport services lost in the Beeching cuts 
of the 1960s and specifically mentioned the proposal to support restoring rail links to Okehampton. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                             
a) Network Rail, consultation on proposed five GSM-R masts (lattice towers 20-25m high) at sites along the 
Coleford Junction to Okehampton route, ahead of submitting Planning applications.  One mast in Bow parish. 
Network Rail had been asked by the DfT, DCC, GWR and other stakeholders to look at the feasibility of 
reinstating regular passenger train services between Okehampton and Exeter.  Being a single-track line, a safety-
based communications system needed to be installed, namely Global System for Mobile Communications-
Railway (GSM-R), which required some five masts (lattice towers) approx. 20-25m in height, along the route 
from Coleford Junction to Okehampton.  One mast, with associated power supply, was proposed in Bow parish, 
vicinity of Cot bridge.  Network Rail was in consultation with WDBC and MDDC Planning Depts to gain feedback 
on proposed masts ahead of submitting formal Planning applications, initial feedback had been supportive.  
Network Rail also welcomed comments on the proposals from local town/parish councils.  After brief discussion, 
Bow Parish Council was unanimously very pleased with the planned reintroduction of a passenger service and 
was supportive, Members did not raise any objection or make comment on the proposed masts.  Network Rail 
had supplied details of dates and hours including overnight shifts, between 13.1.2021 and 21.6.2021, when 
work (noise barriers would be installed) at Okehampton station and along the route would take place.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                              
b) Possible Bow station.  North Tawton Town Council Clerk had contacted the Clerk as Okerail had requested 
ideas on stations and was requesting views.  North Tawton Town Council Chairman, serving on Okerail Forum, 
had enquired about a possible station at Bow.  Okerail Forum had suggested a possible stop at Bow and North 
Tawton Town Council Chairman had asked whether there was support in Bow for re-opening Bow station.  
North Tawton Town Council was keen to establish the views of Bow Parish Council because, if negative, it would 
enhance the prospect of a station at North Tawton.  Bow Parish Council discussed it, including logistics given 
that Bow station had been sold and was in private ownership, whether access rights had been retained was 
unknown and whether platforms existed/met current safety standards was also unknown.  Bow Parish Council 
was, in principle, in favour of a station at Bow, feeling felt that it represented a benefit to the people of Bow.  
Bow Parish Council Chairman would respond to North Tawton Town Council Chairman. 

  
7. Request for Financial Donation of £500.00 Toward Bow (Bow and Surrounding Areas) Foodbank. 

An application for a donation of £500.00 to Bow Foodbank, together with supplementary information, had been 
received from the Secretary of Bow Congregational chapel who was the co-ordinator of Bow Foodbank.  Nine 
families/single-parents/OAPs, resident in Bow, were currently in receipt of food and provisions from the 
foodbank.  Since June 2020 some 72 food parcels had been distributed, including a full Christmas dinner with 
presents for children.  Bow Foodbank did not have it’s own bank account and it had been enquired whether the 
donation could be made via the Congregation chapel.  During the pandemic, the wellbeing of residents was the 
responsibility of district councils and central government had made additional funds available for community 
support groups (food-related projects were via Devon Community Foundation, through the Community Food 
Programme Fund http://devoncf.com/apply/community-food-programme-2/ ) and government would provide 
extra funding to support schools to provide food parcels or meals to children who were eligible for free school 
meals.  Relevant information had been conveyed via the Bow and Arrow and the Clerk had supplied detailed 
information to the Applicant.  Town/parish councils could, however, lawfully make donations.  After discussion, 
it was agreed to make a donation of £500.00, in Morrisons Gift/food vouchers. 
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8. DCC Grass Cutting Contract, Frequency of Cuts at Langford Estate, Bow. 
Complaints had been received, late autumn 2020, from residents of Sanders Road who said that areas of grass, 
the responsibility of DCC, on the Langford estate were either not being cut or being cut less frequently and were 
a disgrace.  The large area between Nymet Avenue and Collatons Walk (had been designated as a play area) was 
the responsibility of MDDC, had been regularly cut and had not attracted complaints.  The wide verge alongside 
Sanders Road from it’s junction with Station Road and the strips beside the footpaths had been heavily 
criticised.  Complainants said the wide verge formed the approach to the estate which they described as “a total 
mess”, they also said that it was a potential health hazard as dog walkers failed to pick up after their dogs 
because they saw it as waste ground.  Complainants said that they paid full council tax but were not receiving 
the services which they were paying for.  
Following DCC’s Tough Choices, which included reducing the frequency of grass verge cutting, Bow Parish 
Council had contributed £815.76 (£679.80 + vat) to increase the number of cuts in 2016, for one year only.               
The year 2020 had been atypical given COVID-19 pandemic with inevitable reductions in staff because of 
sickness and redeployment of staff members, which might have affected grass cutting schedules.  Cllr White 
recommended that complainants be referred to Cllr Way. 
 

9. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,987.49, Current a/c £28,781.19 
Current a/c credited with £4,535.16 (MDDC Sect.106 funding for 1st Bow Scouts archery project) 
ACCOUNTS AUTHORISED FOR PAYMENT 
Clerk (salary £749.00 + admin/expenses £125.37 qtr. ending 31/12/20 £874.37 
H.M.R.&C. (P.A.Y.E. income tax) £187.25 
Morrisons plc (food/gift vouchers) £500.00 (Bow Food Bank) 
 

10. Any Other Business. 
(i) Lords Meadow Leisure Centre.  Cllr White advised that MDDC had made Lords Meadow Leisure Centre, 
Crediton, available as a vaccination centre, opening for first COVID-19 vaccinations, to be delivered in phases to 
priority groups, on Saturday 16 January 2021.  Local GP practices in the Mid Devon Primary Care Network were 
working together, with patients including those registered with Bow Medical Practice, being invited for the first 
round of vaccinations. 

 
11. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 10 February 2021 

 
             This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.50p.m. 
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