
Bow Parish Council Minutes 14.10.20 

MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL, HELD VIA ZOOM,                                                                                 

ON WEDNESDAY 14 OCTOBER 2020 AT 7.30P.M. 

                                                                 Present:  Mr C D Nicks in the Chair,   
                                                     Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell, Messrs V Steer and T J Vanstone.                                                                                                                  
C                                                   Clerk: Miss B D Ware.                 

C                                                                                Members of the Public: Nil 
                                                             Apologies:  Messrs R P Edworthy, C R McAllister and G R Willis.  
 

                                                                                      PARISH  COUNCIL   
 

Given the ongoing Covid-19 novel coronavirus pandemic, with a second wave emerging, some government-
imposed measures remained and Bow village hall had not reopened for meetings (DALC continued to 

recommend remote meetings be held), a brief meeting had been held to deal with items requiring decisions. 
 

1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public remotely present; nothing raised. 

2. Planning 
APPLICATIONS 
20/01557/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of single storey side extension and erection of timber fence 
Location: 34 Godfreys Gardens Bow Crediton Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272039 / 101508  
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 5 October 2020. 
Parish Council approved. 
 
19/01932/FULL 
Proposal: Retention of change of use of shop into one ground floor flat (Revised Scheme)  
Location: Preston House Bow Crediton Devon 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272187 / 101753  
Revised Drawings received 
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 7 October 2020. 
This application with19/01933/FULL had been considered by MDDC Planning Committee on 23 September 2020; 
they had not been supported and the Committee agreed that cases be deferred to allow the Planning Officer to 
negotiate with the Agent/Applicant a reduction in the number of units being applied for.  Cllr White was dis-
mayed and disappointed that after the Committee meeting the Planning Officer had outlined possible options 
and alternatives to the Agent but without including the suggested reduction to two units of accommodation.        
Cllr White would take the matter up with MDDC Head of Planning and the Planning Officer.  Members did not  
feel that simply changing the use of the shop into one ground floor flat represented a significant reduction in the 
number of units and remained firmly of the opinion that the applications represented over-development of the 
site and that a maximum of two units of accommodation only should be permitted.  Members did not feel that 
the Planning Officer had fulfilled what the Planning Committee had agreed; there had not been a substantial 
reduction in the number of units and neither had mention been made of rectifying damage caused to adjacent 
properties.  It was also felt that unauthorised excavation in the garden to the rear of the property, created for 
(unacceptable) car parking but without planning consent and apparently without building regulations or planning 
authority advice, needed to be reinstated to garden/amenity space by Condition or Enforcement Officer action. 
The cases would go to Planning Committee, again, on 4 November 2020.         
 
MDDC DECISIONS 
Nil 
 

3. Bow Conservation Area.  Arrangements for a walk around the village to discuss benefits/disbenefits, etc of            
the Conservation Area had been deferred because of the coronavirus pandemic.  MDDC Conservation Officer,                   
Mr Marsh, had suggested two daytime dates in September but just one Member had been available on one date, 
leading Members to suggest an evening walk when more would be available which had been conveyed to but not 
taken up by Mr Marsh who subsequently suggested arranging a  mutually convenient daytime date in October.  
Three/four Members indicated that, subject to being available, they would endeavour to attend a daytime walk.  
Cllr White requested that he be invited when a date had been set. 
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https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=QHD2JIKS05K00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=Q160FKKS04G00


 
4. Local Government Boundary Commission – Mid Devon, Further Draft Recommendations.  Parish Council had 

received a formal letter from the Local Government Boundary Commission advising that the LGBC had opened              
a new phase of public consultation in it’s electoral review of Mid Devon District Council.  The Commission was 
carrying out an extra six-week period of consultation, 29/09/2020 to 09/11/ 2020, in the rural west of Mid Devon 
as representations and proposals submitted for that area, from local councils, political groups and individuals, 
outlined significantly different boundaries to those proposed in the draft recommendations; being well-
evidenced, the LGBC had published further draft recommendations for specific wards including Upper Yeo.  
Information was available on the LGBC website https://www.lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/south-west/devon/mid-
devon  and on the MDDC website https://www.middevon.gov.uk/further-chance-to-have-your-say-on-a-new-
political-map-for-mid-devon-district-council/ 
Proposed warding arrangements should reflect the three statutory criteria of: Equality of representation; 
Reflecting community interests and identities; and Providing for effective and convenient local government. 
Upper Yeo, currently a one-Member Ward, comprising Bow, Clannaborough and Colebrooke, with initial draft 
recommendations reconfiguring it to a two-Member Ward comprising Bow, Clannaborough, Copplestone, Down 
St Mary, Zeal Monachorum, Brushford, Coldridge, Eggesford and Nymet Rowland, named the Upper Yeo and  
Taw Ward and with further draft recommendations reconfiguring it to a two-Member Ward comprising Bow, 
Clannaborough, Colebrooke, Copplestone, Zeal Monachorum, Brushford, Coldridge and Eggesford.  The LGBC’s 
final recommendations for the whole of the council area would be published in January 2021. 
Following brief discussion, Parish Council would not be making a submission or representation to the LGBC. 
 

5. Mid Devon Local Plan 2013 – 2033 Adopted.  The Adoption Statement had been received.  It replaced Mid Devon 
Core Strategy (July 2007), Local Plan Part 2 (Allocations and Infrastructure DPD) (October 2010) and Local Plan 
Part 3 (Development Management Policies) (November 2013).  The Mid Devon Local Plan 2013 – 2033 document 
(164 pages) and the Adopted Local Plan Policies Maps were on MDDC website, reference 
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/planning-policy/adopted-local-plan-and-policies-maps/    
MDDC had advised that the Written Statement and the Policies Maps were currently being updated to reflect 
modifications, corrections, etc.  Town and parish councils would receive a printed copy of the Local Plan.                      
The adopted Local Plan and the policies map for Bow indicated two sites, BO1 and BO2, included at Bow, viz                       
BO1 being a site of 1.2 hectares, on land adjacent to Hollywell, Station Road, being allocated for residential 
development, subject to: a) 20 dwellings with 30% affordable housing; b) site access to come off Station Road via 
north west corner through the ‘Hollywell’ building; and c) archaeological investigation and appropriate mitigation 
measures.  Advice from the Highway Authority stated that a suitable access could only be achieved into the site 
via the north west corner where the boundary abuts Station Road and that the existing house, Hollywell, would 
therefore need to be demolished to deliver the required access, however, an alternative access option would be 
considered if a suitable scheme could be demonstrated to the satisfaction of the Highway Authority. 
BO2 being a site of 0.23 hectares west of Godfreys Garden, was allocated for affordable housing, subject to:              
a) 6 dwellings with 100% affordable housing; b) provision of a pedestrian route linking Godfreys Gardens with 
Bow Mill Lane; c) archaeological investigations and appropriate mitigation measures; and d) access from 
Godfreys Garden.  The site had been granted planning permission for six affordable dwellings in 2014, with the 
houses subsequently built, occupied and named Wallens Meadow Close. 

 
6. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,987.49, Current a/c £26,655.57 
Current a/c  £5,250.00 (second instalment of MDDC precept 2020/2021) credited 
ACCOUNTS AUTHORISED FOR PAYMENT 
Clerk (salary £749.00 + admin/expenses £175.22 qtr. ending 30/09/20 £924.22 
H.M.R.&C. (P.A.Y.E. income tax) £187.25 
GDM Cleaning (bus shelter glass clean 6/10/20) £6.00 

 
7. Any Other Business. 

(i) Bow Waterworks.  Mr Nicks reported that a spring was overflowing and Nymet Tracey Contractors would be 
attending the following day to resolve the issue. 
(ii) Highways, Godfreys Garden estate road resurfacing.  Long awaited work had still not been carried out. 
 

8. Date of Next Meeting.  No date was set: setting a date was held in abeyance pending emergence of further items 
of urgent business requiring decisions, coupled with government restrictions pertaining to the Covid-19 
coronavirus pandemic. 
 

This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.10p.m. 
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