
                                                                       Bow Parish Council Minutes 13.05.2020 

MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL, VIA ZOOM,                                                                                 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 13 MAY 2020 AT 7.30P.M. 

                                                            Present:  Mr T J Vanstone, Vice Chairman, in the Chair,                                                                                                           
M                                                                          Messrs C R McAllister and G R Willis.                                                                                                         
C                                                                           Clerk: Miss B D Ware.                                                                                                                     
M                                                                          Members of the Public: Nil 
                                                        Apologies:  Mr C D Nicks. 
 
 

                                                                                      PARISH  COUNCIL  
 

Given the emergence of COVID-19 novel coronavirus pandemic, the government had imposed stringent lock-
down measures, including a ban on public gatherings.  The Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local 
Government had issued a new Statutory Instrument (SI 2020/392) which provided greater flexibility in the 
conduct of meetings, including allowing members to attend remotely, effective 4 April 2020 to 7 May 2021.  
The Parish Council (Annual Assembly) meeting, scheduled for 8 April 2020, had not needed to be held. 
A brief virtual meeting, hosted by the Clerk, had been arranged to deal with urgent items of business only                                  
which required decisions being made. 

 
1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public remotely present; nothing raised. 

2. Planning 
APPLICATIONS 
20/00611/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of single storey extension 
Location: Nymet Villa, Nymet Tracey, Bow, Crediton  EX17 6DB  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272780 / 100530 
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 23 April 2020. 
Parish Council approved the application. 
 
19/01932/FULL 
Proposal: Retention of conversion and change of use of shop into one ground floor flat (Revised Scheme) 
(The application had received a Change of Description and Revised Drawings) 
Location: Preston House, Bow, Crediton, Devon  EX17 6HZ   
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272187 / 101763 
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 9 May 2020. 
(Appln 19/01933/FULL, Preston House, Retention of conversion of first floor flat into two flats, awaited 
determination.) 
The application was discussed and duly considered.  Parish Council expressed concerns that parking to the rear 
of the property was unacceptable and a lack of spare on-street parking capacity (also lacking at Jackman car 
park) existed – the dearth of on-street parking in the centre of Bow had long been recognised.  That Preston 
House, constructed as one unit in a mid-terrace setting, should be split into multiple units of accommodation 
(without necessary accompanying amenities) was not considered viable.  Parish Council was unanimous in it’s 
opposition and all agreed to recommend Refusal.          

 
M.D.D.C. APPROVALS 
Nil 
 

3. Annual Audit, Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 2019-2020 Part 2.  PKF Littlejohn LLP, 
appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd as the external auditor (2017/18 to 2021/22), had 
delayed issue of instructions for completion of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR)  
2019/2020 in light of the government’s announcement on 23 March 2020 to introduce stringent lockdown  
measures in response to the coronavirus pandemic.  Instructions had been issued following legislative changes 
resulting from Covid-19 novel coronavirus: the Ministry for Housing, Communities and Local Government 
(MHCLG) had issued two new Statutory Instruments (SI), which gave greater flexibility in the conduct of 
meetings, including allowing members to attend remotely, and amending the deadline by which the Annual  
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Governance Statement and the Statement of Accounts of the AGAR plus any certificate/opinion issued by the 
local auditor to be published, from 30 September2020 to 30 November 2020.  Under new regulations there was 
no requirement for a common period for the exercise of public rights; Smaller authorities were required to set a 
period for this purpose with the 30-working day period for the exercise of public rights to start on or before           
1 September 2020.  Bow Parish Council met prescribed qualifying criteria, for the financial year 2019/20, for 
self-certification as exempt from a limited assurance review by the external auditor under Section 9 of the Local 
Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015 and Members agreed that Parish Council would self-certify.  The 
AGAR Part 2 Certificate of Exemption required wet signatures; it would be duly signed ahead of submission 
(deadline 1 July 2020).  AGAR Part 2 Section 1 Annual Governance Statement required Parish Council 
completion and Section 2 Accounting Statements (in hand) required Parish Council approval after the Annual 
Internal Audit Report had been received, following the internal independent audit, which was being arranged 
(Mr Weeks was content to undertake the internal independent audit during the current Covid-19 coronavirus 
pandemic).  Other required documentation, viz. Bank Reconciliation and Analysis of Significant Variances had 
been completed by the Clerk and preparation of the Notice of the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights was  
in hand.  Documentation needed to be published on a public website by 31 August 2020.   

 
4. Request for Parish Council Support of Funding Application to DCC Covid-19 Prompt Action Fund.  Parish 

Council had received a request for support for a grant funding application to Devon County Council for the 
Covid-19 Prompt Action Fund.  The applicant, a counsellor, was previously a long-term resident of Bow parish 
but in recent years had resided in Clannaborough parish, although the family still aligned with Bow.  The Fund 
required that applications were supported by an accountable, constituted, organisation acting on behalf of          
the applicant either as guarantor or as holder of the funding (organisations which D.C.C. accepted included 
town/parish councils).  Full information had been conveyed electronically to Parish Councillors on 9 May 2020.  
The applicant was applying for the Small Grant (less than £500), to fund a laptop computer which would 
provide full functionality for remote meetings/consultations, thereby enabling her business to continue during 
the pandemic (face-to-face meetings and non-essential travel currently banned, social distancing required, etc.) 
After consideration, Parish Council agreed to support the application.  
 

5. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,939.77, Current a/c £22,464.56 

              Current a/c £4,973.32 (precept 50% of £10,500 less DALC subscription of £276.68) credited 
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Nil                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
6. Any Other Business.   

(i) Meetings.  Mr Vanstone said his preference was for Parish Council meetings to be held, face-to-face at             
Bow village hall, rather than held remotely, however, that was not currently permitted given government-
imposed restrictions.  Bow village had also been closed for meetings. 
 

7. Date of Next Meeting.  No date was set: setting a date was held in abeyance pending emergence of further 
items of urgent business requiring decisions, also being mindful of changes to government restrictions 
pertaining to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. 
 
This concluded the business and the Vice Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.05p.m. 
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