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Minutes of the Virtual Meeting  of Silverton Parish Council 

held Monday 7th September  2020 at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Present: Parish Cllrs A Melville (Chairman), F Derbyshire, K Faulhaber, S 
Cross, V Maylan, L Trebble, S Steer & S Roach  
 
District Cllr J Wright and County Cllr M Squires 
 
Minute 113217 To note any Declarations of Interest 

None declared 

Minute 113218 To note any apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllr G Perkins. Cllr B Deed was attending 

another Zoom meeting currently but may join the meeting later. 

Minute 113219 Meeting open to any questions from members of the 

public – 10 mins 

No members of the public attended the meeting 

Minute 113220 Minutes of the meeting held on the 6th July 2020 

The Chairman proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the 

meeting.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous 

Minute 113221 Minutes of the meeting held on the 17th July 2020 

The Chairman proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the 

meeting  Cllr Trebble seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous 

Minute 113222 Minutes of the meeting held on the 3rd August 2020 

The Chairman proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the 

meeting.  Cllr Cross seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous 

Minute 113223 Minutes of the meeting held on the 13th August 2020 

The Chairman proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record of the 

meeting  Cllr Faulhaber seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 7 in 

favour and 1 abstention 

Minute 113224 Review of Action Plan 

Bus Shelter District Cllr Wright stated he would forward details of a contractor 

for the Clerk to approach to try and conclude this long running issue 
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Disabled Access The Chairman reported he had met the contractor and that the 

access works were now underway and should be finished shortly. 

Football Club  The relevant notices had been served.  The Clerk and our 

Contractor currently hold keys to the Tennis Hut and the Clerk indicated that 

she and the Contractor had carried out a site inspection and there was a lot of 

rubbish to dispose of in the Hut.  

The Clerk confirmed a response had been sent to the Culm Football Club but 

there had been no reply from the Club. 

Minute 113225 Planning 

(a) Applications: 
 
20/01315/CAT – Notification of intention to lift the crown of an English Elm tree 
by 1.5m within the Conservation Area – Little Hayes, 1 Tuns Lane, Silverton. 
 
Cllr Faulhaber proposed the Parish Council support this application.  Cllr 
Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous. 
 
(b) Approvals / Refusals 
 
APPROVAL – conversion of barn to dwelling and erection of extension (revised 
scheme) – Flock Mill, Silverton 
 
NO OBJECTION – notification of intention to carry out works to trees in a 
Conservation Area – 44 Fore Street, Silverton 
 
NO OBJECTION – notification of intention to reduce height of 1 Birch tree by 
2m, 1 Poplar tree by 1.5m and 1 Poplar tree by 2.5m within a Conservation 
Area – 8 Fore Street, Silverton 
 
(c) Any other Planning matters 
 
None 
 
Minute 113226 Finances 
 
(a)  Monthly invoices 
 
Mrs S Woodland – Clerk’s monthly wages (£583.30) + expenses (19.90)  £603.40 
Mr D Marsden – Contractor’s monthly invoice (£300) plus expenses (yacht 
varnish £49.95) £349.95 
Mr G  Hibbert – grass cutting – 13.3.2020 to 17.7.2020 - £1,890.00 
MCS Scaffolding – invoice re Parish Clock - £1,131.00 
 
The Chairman proposed the above invoices be approved for payment.  Cllr 
Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous. 
 
Cllr Trebble queried what areas of grass cutting had been carried out as she 
understood the Pond Site was cut in March but had not been cut since.  The 
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Chairman proposed that Mr Hibbert be asked to provide in future a breakdown of 
the areas cut and on which dates.  Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal  A vote 
was taken which was unanimous. 
 
(b) Other financial matters 
 
(i)  Consider replacement tennis net 
 
At this point the Chairman’s internet connection failed and the Vice Chairman 
(Cllr Derbyshire) chaired the meeting  
 
After discussion Cllr Steer proposed that a maximum of £150.00 be allocated 
for a new tennis net.  Cllr Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken 
which was unanimous. 
 
Cllr Cross will investigate prices of new nets and update the Clerk and District 
Cllr Wright confirmed he would fit the net 
 
The Chairman re-joined the meeting at this point 
 
(ii) Consider possibility of upgrading existing bins within the Parish to the 
dual use bins 
 
The Chairman pointed out that at the Budget meeting £800.00 had been set 
aside for new recycling bins. 
 
At this point the Chairman’s internet connection failed again and the Vice 
Chairman chaired the meeting 
 
After discussion Cllr Derbyshire proposed that the Parish Council register its 
interest in dual use bins with MDDC.  Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal.  A 
vote was taken which was unanimous 
 
The Chairman re-joined the meeting at this point  
 
(iii) Update re Parish Clock 
 
The Chairman reported that the work had now been completed and in his view 
the work carried out to the Parish Clock had been to a high standard and the 
clock face now looked stunning.  Councillors who had seen the new clock face 
agreed.   The Chairman pointed out that there remained the Plaques which had 
been agreed in memory of Jenny Roach and which were to be placed in the 
Church and at the Ellerhayes Play Area.  The Chairman reported the only place 
available in the Church, which would not require a further Faculty, is the Bell 
Tower.  After discussion Cllr Derbyshire proposed that the Parish Council 
delegate the Chairman, Clerk and Cllr Roach to agree suitable wording and 
arrange for the Plaque to be provided.  Cllr Trebble seconded the proposal.  A 
vote was taken with 7 in favour and one abstention.  
 
Minute 113227 Update re “20 is Plenty” including email received from 
parishioner relating to parking at Silverdale and Police response 
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Cllr Perkins had circulated an update to all Councillors prior to the meeting in 
which he indicated 2/3rds of the initial batch of large stickers and car stickers 
had been sold and approximately one half of the rigid signs had been sold.  
Parishioners need to be encouraged to support the scheme by putting up 
stickers, signs etc as the advice from the National “20 is plenty” campaign is 
that this is the most effective in speed reduction.  10 people had formally signed 
up for roles in the campaign group but more volunteers would be welcome.    
The primary source of update is the website = 
https://20forsilverton.blogspot.com/  which also has an email contact.    Twitter, 
Next Door and Facebook are also good courses of information.  It is hoped that 
a public meeting can be arranged in the not too distant future. 
 
The Chairman gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Perkins for the work he had carried 
out to date.  County Cllr Squires asked to be kept informed of updates as the 
County Councillor for Silverton.  She pointed out that “20 is plenty” signs are not 
official signs and should not have red wording as they are not statutory signs 
but green wording.  The signs should also not be placed on the roads or 
highways and a County Officer may take red signs down if seen. 
 
An email had been received from a Parishioner pointing out cars, vans and 
camper vans are parking at the top of Silverdale.  There have been various 
incidents of vehicles parking inconsiderately to other road users.  This was 
highlighted on the 1st August when a car parked opposite a van which was 
already parked and this completely blocked the road.  No vehicles were able to 
pass for approximately 3 hours and this would have included an emergency 
vehicle had it been required.  It was pointed out that Silverdale is used a lot by 
farm traffic from adjoining farmland due to the narrowness of High Street and 
Fore Street and it was noted that this traffic has as much right to use the 
highway as other traffic and the farms were in situ long before Silverdale was 
constructed.  The concerns of the Parishioner were that  inconsiderate parking 
will exacerbate the problem when the construction of the new housing 
development at Applemede commences.   
 
The Police response to the email was that parking issues were not solely a 
police matter and that County Highways could potentially look for a long term 
resolution.  The car which had  been parked in August had been checked and 
belonged to a registered keeper in Gloucester so it was presumed this was not 
a local resident.  An option suggested was to write to all residents in the 
immediate area to explain the issues caused by inconsiderate parking and 
remind them of the Highway Code  This could come jointly from the Parish 
Council and the Police. 
 
Minute 113228 To agree a Website Accessibility Statement 
 
The Chairman pointed out that it was enshrined in law for the Parish Council to 
have a website and which should have a Website Accessibility Statement as 
discussed previously.  The Chairman reiterated that he felt that ensuring the 
whole website was accessible was a disproportionate burden on the Council 
and a statement should be placed on the website confirming why it was not 
compliant and giving the reasons which would include being a disproportionate 
burden.  After discussion the Chairman proposed the following key principles: 
 

https://20forsilverton.blogspot.com/
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(a) draw up an exclusion clause – disproportionate to revamp the website to 
make it compliant 

(b) all documents to be supplied in pdf form in order to make it as accessible 
as possible to all 

(c) provide the details of the Clerk so anyone who cannot access the 
website due to a specific disability can contact the Clerk who will try and 
resolve any issue 

 
Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 
unanimous.  District Cllr Wright indicated he would assist the Clerk in drafting 
an accessibility statement. 
 
Minute 113229 Consider Handyman checks 28.8.2020 & MDDC Play 
Area Check 
 
The Chairman pointed out that the play equipment was beginning to lose its 
usefulness or it required repairs with the Parish Council Contractor picking up 
on most repairs required  Cllr Maylan indicated that most evenings much older 
children were climbing over the equipment which might be contributing to the 
wear and tear. 
 
With regard to the MDDC Play Area Check Report it was noted a climbing foot 
peg was loose and it was agreed to ask our Contractor if he can repair this and 
also whether he can replace the wooden stepping stone. 
 
The Contractor had pointed out the football posts needed attention and the 
Chairman proposed that the Contractor be asked to either repair the posts or 
obtain a quotation for new goal posts.  Cllr Cross seconded the proposal.  A 
vote was taken which was unanimous. 
 
With regard to the Tennis Hut the Chairman proposed that the Clerk ask the 
Contractor to clear this.  Cllr Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken 
which was unanimous. 
 
It was agreed that once cleared the Contractor could store items in the hut 
provided they would not cause a safety issue (i.e. no flammable or dangerous 
items to be stored) 
 
Minute 113230 Salvation Area Clothing Bin (requested by Cllr 
Derbyshire)   
 
Cllr Derbyshire reported that she was constantly being emailed by parishioners 
due to the fact that others were leaving clothing next to the Clothing Bin in the 
public car park even when the Bin was full.  She had rung the Salvation Army 
who had emptied it but she did not feel the Parish Council should constantly be 
asked to chase for this to be emptied especially as the Bin was on land owned 
by MDDC.    People need to use this Bin responsibly. 
 
After discussion Cllr Derbyshire proposed that the Clerk place a notice on the 
Community Facebook Page pointing out that bags are being left at the Bin site 
even when the Bin is full and volunteers are required to contact the Salvation 
Army when the Bin needs emptying.   If this does not solve the problem after a 
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period of two months then MDDC be asked to remove the Bin from the site.  
Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal.   Vote was taken which was unanimous. 
 
Minute 113231 Public Consultation for Devon’s Updated Local Flood 
Risk Management Strategy 
 
It was agreed this item be adjourned to the October meeting. 
 
Minute 113232 Report by County Cllr Margaret Squires and District 
Cllr Josh Wright 
 

County Cllr Squires reported that DCC had a new Chairman (Stuart Barker) and 
Vice-Chairman (Geoff Traill).  Assessments had been undertaken in order that 
the children could go back.  Hopefully highway matters were being dealt with 
quicker. 

Cllr Roach pointed out that signs had been erected with regard to resurfacing 
work at Hederman Close which had not been carried out and it was a few days 
later that the Clerk was informed of the reason.  He said he felt that the 
parishioners of Hederman Close should have been informed of the reason the 
work was not carried out perhaps by one or two notes having been put through 
some letter boxes. 

District Cllr Wright informed County Cllr Squires that recently Park Road had 
been trimmed and a couple of the edges had been taken out possibly ready for 
re-surfacing.  County Cllr Squires confirmed she would make some enquiries. 

District Cllr Wright informed the meeting small electrical items can now be 
recycled at roadside – County Cllr Squires pointed out that these must be 
placed in a carrier bag for collection.  With regard to the Exeter Strategic Plan 
he said that if all Local Authorities worked together  Government Grants could 
then be accessed.  East Devon District Council had rejected the initial draft plan 
and District Cllr Wright gave reasons by MDDC were going to oppose it mainly 
due to large planning developments in Cullompton, Crediton and Tiverton.  
MDDC had agreed to look at the next level of the Plan. 

Minute 113233 Consider condition of old Skate Ramp and recent 
accident by a child whilst using the old Skate Ramp in the Recreation 
Field 

The Chairman proposed that under the Local Government Act 1972  the press 
and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on 
the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in paragraph1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.  The Public Interest 
Test has been applied and favours exclusion of the information from the Press 
and Public.    Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which 
was unanimous. 

After discussion the Chairman proposed: 
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1. A sign be placed at the Old Skate Ramp confirming this should not be 
used and anyone entering the site does so at their own risk.  Cllr Derbyshire 
seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous. 

2. The Clerk to contact the expert recommended by MDDC and ascertain 
the cost to bring the old  Skate Ramp up to standard.  The Clerk to obtain costs 
for possible seating at the site to consist of a concrete bench/table with steps 
set into the ramp.  Cllr Cross seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which 
was unanimous. 

3. The Chairman to correspond with the mother of the child who was 
injured and offer to pay for a new helmet up to a maximum figure of £50.00.  
Cllr Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 3 in favour, 3 against 
and 1 abstention.  The Chairman used his casting vote and the proposition was 
carried. 

 
MEETING CLOSED AT 21:41 
 

 


