
Bow Parish Council Minutes 8.3.2017 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8 MARCH 2017 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                                      

 IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                     

                          Present:  Mr V Steer in the Chair, 
                                           Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell 
                                                         Messrs R P Edworthy, C R McAllister, C D Nicks, T J Vanstone and M C Williams.       
                              Cllr J Squire and Cllr N Way (part only).                  
                                                         Members of the public: One.                                                          
                                                         Clerk: Miss B D Ware. 
                      Apologies:  Mr R J Yelland. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PARISH  COUNCIL  

 
1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public present; nothing raised. 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 8 February 2017, having been circulated in advance, were 
approved as a complete and accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. Matters Arising: 
       (i) Den Brook Wind Farm, community fund.  Mr Nicks commented some 8-9 Bow applications were possible.  
       (ii) Community helipad, proposal.  The Planning application submitted had yet to be validated – an issue with 

 elevation plan of lighting column had been resolved and a site map issue was being addressed (new plan/map 
 needed to be purchased).  Mr Steer had spoken with a possible objector who no longer had any concerns. 

       (iii) Bow’s K6 Telephone Kiosk, future use(s).  Parishioners’ suggestions for future usage had been invited via 
 (April) Bow and  Arrow.  Uses may include:- Advertising (for sale/wanted/services), Exchange (books/excess 
 produce/plants), Lost/Found items, Information Point (notices/leaflets, etc) and a mini art gallery.  

 (iv) Casual Vacancy.  The vacancy was being publicised via (April) Bow and Arrow, inviting expressions of 
 interest, Notices would also be posted on local notice boards. 

 
4. Planning 

APPLICATION 
Nil 
 
M.D.D.C. DECISIONS  
Nil 
 

5. New Premises Licence Application, Paschoe House, Bow, Consultation.  Mr Nicks and Mr Edworthy declared 
interests and left the meeting.  M.D.D.C. had supplied information to Bow Parish Council, along with other local 
parishes, re. the new premises licence application for Paschoe House (Colebrooke parish) which was currently 
undergoing renovation to become a country house hotel, restaurant, bar and events venue.  After discussion of 
the application’s content, Bow Parish Council agreed to respond stating that it did not have any adverse 
comment to make. 
 

6. Town, Parish and Community Fund 2016/17.  A late application, from Burston Meadow Sports & Recreation 
Ground Committee, for steel mesh (reinforcing for concrete base pad of changing rooms) quoted at £1,621.39, 
had been submitted.  A letter of support had been requested of Bow (+ Zeal Mon.) Parish Council – Members 
had been consulted electronically with a majority being supportive.  A letter of support had been sent 20/2/17. 
 

7. Burston Meadow Sport & Recreation Ground.  Parish Council had originally been requested to fund £14,000, for 
construction of the new changing rooms (per Terry Harris’ quote), via Section 106 Fund which M.D.D.C. had 
approved in 2015.  Following submission of the new quotation (All Timber Frames at £15,500) to M.D.D.C. the 
officer had indicated availability of the increased sum for the project.  Burston Meadow Sport & Recreation 
Ground Committee had been advised of the increased availability and revised their funding request to £15,500 
accordingly, which Parish Council approved.  To resolve All Timber Frames’ staged payment requirement 
M.D.D.C. had agreed to pay the full approved sum upfront to Parish Council, enabling Parish Council to make 
staged payments.  M.D.D.C.’s engineer had expressed concern that with intended building works there could        
be potential soil damage to the pitch turf – should any damage occur, M.D.D.C. stated it was Parish Council’s 
responsibility to ensure the pitch was made good after works completed.   
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8. Greater Exeter Strategic Plan Consultation: Issues.  Mr Steer and Mr Edworthy declared interests and left the 

meeting.  Information had been supplied to Members 1/3/17.  The Local Authorities of East Devon, Exeter,              
Mid Devon and Teignbridge, in partnership with Devon County Council, were working together to prepare the 
Greater Exeter Strategic Plan (GESP) – this formal statutory document would provide the overall spatial strategy 
and level of housing and employment land to be provided up to 2040.  Engagement with stakeholders and 
communities would be critical to the success of the Plan.  At the first stage, authorities were consulting on an 
initial ‘issues document’, which provided information and explained the scope and content of the Plan and key 
issues facing the Greater Exeter area.  The consultation period ran from 27/2/17-10/4/17.  Parish Council briefly 
discussed the Plan, wondered at possible benefit of another Plan whilst noting revocation of both the Regional 
Spatial Strategy for the South West and the Devon County Structure Plan, which could be seen as confusing.  
Comment, in response to consultation, would not be submitted. 

 
9. Oak Tree, 83 Godfreys Gardens adjacent Bow Mill Lane.  A Bow resident had expressed safety concerns, 

commenting on unsafe branch(es) overhanging Bow Mill Lane which he considered potentially hazardous given 
the level of pedestrian (incl. many children) usage of Bow Mill Lane.  The tree was subject to a Tree Preservation 
Order.  Members briefly discussed but stating they were not tree experts would request a professional opinion 
on the state of the tree by M.D.D.C. Tree Officer. 
 

10. Proposed Street Lighting – Junction of Bow Mill Lane with A3072 to Southern Co-op shop.  The Clerk had 
investigated potential funding streams – the project did not qualify for Den Brook Wind Farm’s community fund 
(being “a scheme which would normally be funded by D.C.C.”) and the current Co-op shop fund would likely 
yield approx. £100 in some three months, therefore given lack of funds, pursuing the project was unrealistic. 
(Had Community Enhancement Fund eligibility criteria been modified prior to precept setting deadline a large 
one-off precept increase may have been possible.)  Cllr Way said D.C.C. senior Highways officers believed it 
unlikely that a project to provide new street lighting would qualify for a grant anyway.  A site meeting had not 
been arranged.  Mr Vanstone mentioned the Rural Development Programme for England (linked to DEFRA), 
which prioritised funding for forestry, agriculture, tourism & infrastructure, and could be a funding source 
(possibly amongst last of European funding given the U.K.’s intended withdrawal from the European Union).                         
He would investigate and send electronic link to the Clerk.   
                                                                                                                                                       

11. D. C.C. Highways Matters.                                                                                                                                                            
Proposed extension of 30m.p.h. limit, A3072 west of Bow village.  Cllr Way advised that the Speed Compliant 
Action Review Forum (SCARF) had not yet met.   
Repainting of white lining.  The line missed (junction of Junction Rd-Churchlands) had still not been repainted.    
CSC Roads & Transport Team, completion emails.  Intended introduction, from 1/12/16, detailing what action 
taken, for people using D.C.C.’s online Report a Problem page on it’s website, had been delayed.  
Highways surgeries, Crediton.  Cllr Way commented on the surgeries (1st & 3rd Thursdays 10.00am-1.00pm) 
which were quite popular with residents and local councils, providing opportunity to engage direct.  
Roads & Transport, Measuring Engagement Survey 2016/17.  Parish Councils were invited to complete survey.   
South West Highways.  Cllr Way said SWH would cease to exist, being replaced by Skanska. 
Potholes, Blackpool Cross, Walson Road - Bow Pound.  Mr Nicks commented that some potholes, near Bow 
church, had now been repaired. 
Power cables upgrading, vicinity Churchlands.  Mr Williams advised that upgrading work was due to commence.                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       

12. Monitoring of Services.  
D.C.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
M.D.D.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted 

                                                                                                                           
13. Correspondence. 

D.C.C. Promoting Independence – discussion opportunities around social care services, events information + 
online survey. 
D.C.C. Devon Countryside Access Forum – seeking new members, info. + reminder. 
Mr & Mrs Henrywood, Cicely Fox Smith, South Shields, Celebrating Cicely event 22/4/17. 
M.D.D.C. shared Building Control Service with North Devon, setting up a joint committee to deliver service in 
partnership. 
M.D.D.C. Environment Policy Development Group, 7/3/17, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Planning committee, 1/3/17, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Audit committee, 21/2/17, agenda. 
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M.D.D.C. Scrutiny committee, 13/2/17, agenda + supplement minutes. 
M.D.D.C. Housing Service shortlisted for excellence in tenant engagement award. 
M.D.D.C. press release: M.D.D.C. Housing Service obtain possession order due to anti-social behaviour. 
M.D.D.C. press release: owner of illegal slaughterhouse sentenced. 
D.A.L.C. monthly bulletin (Transparency Code, N.A.L.C. recommended pay scales, training and events, D.C.C. 
‘Promoting Independence’ discussion opportunities info, South West Regional Conference Taunton 16/3/17 and 
N.A.L.C. national news incl. Neighbourhood Planning, government proposal to extend remit of Local Government 
Ombudsman to local councils, tree charter survey etc). 
D.A.L.C. newsletter (regional conference, Transparency Code, training & events, digital councils 2017 workshop, 
sect.137 expenditure limit 2017-2018, consultations/surveys/engagement opportunities, etc.) 

 Devon Communities Together, Pic ‘n’ Mix courses & workshops, info. 
 NHS Northern, Eastern and Western Devon CCG, Your Future Care consultation, letter from Dr Tim Burke re. 
 preferred option resulting from consultation process. 
 Publications: Clerks & Councils Direct, Town and Parish Newsletter Feb ’17 (circulated to Members), Devon 
 Senior Voice newsletter, Healthwatch Devon e-bulletin and Healthy people 

 
14. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,837.41, Current a/c £12,600.45                                                         
ACCOUNTS  AUTHORISED  FOR  PAYMENT  
GDM Cleaning (bus shelter glass clean 22/2/17) £6.00 
Bow and Arrow (Den Brook Fund publicity) £5.00 
Clerk (salary £749.00 + admin/expenses £138.55 qtr. ending 31/3/17) £887.55 
H.M.R. & C. (P.A.Y.E. income tax) £187.25 
                                                                                                                                                                                     

15. Any Other Business.   
(i) Bow Snooker Club.  The Club had recently closed given reduced membership, with the table sold.  Funds 
realised may be available for local causes.  It was reported that Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee 
had exerted some pressure on the Club to go despite the snooker room having been built and funded, some 
decades previously, by the Snooker Club.  It was also reported that a lease on the snooker room had been due 
for renewal and Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee had asked for the room back. 
(ii) The Church Room.  After a lengthy period the Church Room was being advertised for sale (online auction).  
Members expressed regret that local funds could not be found/raised to save the facility for the community.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

16. Date of Next Meeting (Annual Assembly).  Wednesday 12 April 2017 at 7.30p.m. at the Community Room of 
Bow Village Hall.   
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.40p.m.    
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