
Bow Parish Council Minutes 24.06.2020 

MINUTES OF A VIRTUAL MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL, VIA ZOOM,                                                                                 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 24 JUNE 2020 AT 7.30P.M. 

                                                                 Present:  Mrs L A Hamilton in the Chair,                                                                                                           
M                                                                              Messrs C R McAllister and V Steer.                                                                                                                   
C                                                                               Cllr Alex White,                                                                                                                                                         
C                                                                               Clerk: Miss B D Ware.                                                                                                                     
M                                                                              Members of the Public: Nil 
                                                             Apologies:  Messrs C D Nicks, T J Vanstone and G R Willis. 
 
 

                                                                                      PARISH  COUNCIL  
 

Given the ongoing Covid-19 novel coronavirus pandemic, with government having imposed stringent lock-down 
measures, currently being relaxed but still including a ban on public gatherings, a brief remote meeting had 
been held, hosted by the Clerk, to deal with urgent items of business which required decisions being made. 

 
1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public remotely present; nothing raised. 

2. Planning 
APPLICATION 
20/00710/FULL 
Proposal: Erection of holiday accommodation as an alternative to a stable block approved under planning 
permission 19/01242/FULL 
Location: Land at NGR 271684 100517 The Haven, Bow, Crediton Devon  
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 271684 / 100517 
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 14 May 2020 and 10 June 2020. 
The contentious (local residents has raised objections, questions and concerns) application was discussed.   
The number of potential traffic movements, compared to that of the granted stable block, and whether holiday 
use might be all-year or whether the accommodation might become permanently occupied, was discussed. 
Issues around the flood risk (The Environment Agency had stated that the site would lie within and on the 
fringes of Flood Zone 3 in association with the adjacent water course and as such would be liable to the risk of 
shallow flooding, in response to application 19/01242/FULL in 18 October 2019) awaited clarification – some 
types of non-residential development could be permitted in a flood zone but not residential development.                          
It was understood that some outstanding Highways aspects remained in hand with the Planning case officer.   
Parish Council questioned the apparently irregular practice of a comparatively recent, unimplemented, 
planning consent for stables (not yet built) transforming into an application for residential development which 
involved change of use.  The flood risk would be flagged to MDDC and the questionable practice of converting 
an unimplemented consent to an application with an entirely different use would be raised. 
 

3. Annual Audit 2019-2020.  The completed Certificate of Exemption had been sent to PKF Littlejohn LLP in May 
and was published on Parish Council’s website.   
Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR), Internal Audit.  All councils were required to annually 
review the effectiveness of their system of internal control.  Reliable assurance was required reference the 
council’s internal controls and it’s management of risk.  The review to include a separate review of internal 
audit (two principle aspects – compliance with standards and overall effectiveness) and to publicly report the 
outcome.  An appointed internal auditor needed to be independent, qualified and competent.  Having 
reviewed systems, etc. Members confirmed that, in their opinion, the system of internal control including the 
independent internal audit was effective.  Mr Weeks had completed the internal audit swiftly and efficiently 
with all being found to be in order and the AGAR Annual Internal Audit Report had been duly completed and 
signed.  Members agreed to give Mr Weeks H.T.A. garden gift vouchers to the value of £25.00, in recognition 
and thanks for his good work.  
 

4. Annual Audit 2019/20, AGAR Part 2, Section 1 Annual Governance Statement.  A copy of the blank document 
had been emailed to Members in June.  Members considered and agreed all the questions.  The Annual 
Governance Statement was duly completed and would be signed by the Chairman of the remote meeting.  It 
would be published on Parish Council’s website.         
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5. Annual Audit 2019/20, AGAR Part 2, Section 2 Accounting Statements.  The completed copy of Section 2 
Accounting Statements had been electronically circulated to Members in June.  Members approved the 
Accounting Statements which would be duly signed by the Chairman of the remote meeting and published on 
the website.   
The Bank Reconciliation pro forma together with the Analysis of Variances pro forma had both been completed 
and published on the website.                      
Completion of the formal Notice for the Period for the Exercise of Public Rights (anticipated dates 25 June 2020 
to 5 August 2020) was in hand and would be published on the website.   
All documentation needed to be published by 31 August 2020. 
 

 
6. Play Areas, Bow Village Field – Lease between MDDC and Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee 

Expired.  MDDC had notified Parish Council that the 15-year lease between MDDC and Bow Village Hall & Field 
Management Committee had expired and that MDDC would not be renewing it.  The officer requested that 
Parish Council discuss the situation at it’s next meeting.  MDDC had advised that if the landlord (Bow Village 
Hall & Field Management Committee) required that play area equipment be removed that MDDC had to do so.  
The officer had further advised that MDDC was seeking to reduce it’s asset base and was not renewing leases of 
that sort.  MDDC would maintain it’s responsibilities under the lease whilst working toward a mutually suitable 
date to transfer responsibilities – a date of 31 March 2021 had been suggested for transfer of responsibilities.  
The MDDC officer had advised that the condition of the play equipment was good also that MDDC had no 
immediate, or foreseeable, concerns with it.  MDDC had said that the best thing would be for Bow Village Hall 
& Field Management Committee to take on direct responsibility.  MDDC had emailed the Committee about the 
lease, etc.  Parish Council needed to be aware of the situation and if it was felt that local people would not wish 
to see the equipment removed and if Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee was unwilling to accept 
direct responsibility, Parish Council might need to be instrumental in finding a solution.  Members were all in 
agreement that the play areas were very well used and needed to remain in situ without equipment removed.  
Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee could not recall having the lease, so the news had come as a 
shock, but the Committee would give the matter consideration.  Parish Council discussed the subject with it 
being commented that whilst Bow had directly funded and purchased it’s own two recreation/sports fields, 
some places elsewhere, e.g. Crediton, Tiverton, etc. had had leisure centres provided for them by MDDC.               
Seemingly, MDDC did not have a budget for play areas and was looking to devolve functions to town/parish 
councils without devolving an accompanying budget, thereby leading to double taxation for council tax payers.  
Mr Steer commented that MDDC needed to review and revise it’s policy.  Cllr White said that Bow Village Hall & 
Field Management Committee could negotiate a funding grant with MDDC.  Cllr White would also request a 
written report on the condition of the equipment.  It was wondered whether the status of Bow’s other play 
areas might change in the future; Cllr White would raise the matter with MDDC.  
          

7. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,939.77, Current a/c £22,464.56 
ACCOUNTS AUTHORISED FOR PAYMENT 
Bow Village Hall (hire of Community Room as meeting venue, Aug 2019 - Mar 2020) £78.75 
N.A.L.C. (subscription Local Council Review 2020/21) £17.00 
Community First (insurance renewal due 1/6) £233.98 

  
8. Any Other Business.  

(i) Highways.  Cllr Way had hoped to attend the meeting and had supplied some information – Parish Council’s 
request for Departure from DCC policy on Local Speed Limits, which had been on the agenda of DCC’s Mid 
Devon HATOC meeting on 19 March, would likely be on the agenda of the autumn (Sept/Oct) HATOC meeting 
given the March meeting had been cancelled owing to the Covid-19 pandemic.  Cllr Way had said that the case 
would benefit from parish councillors and/or local people attending and speaking to the item at the meeting.  

  
9. Date of Next Meeting.  No date was set: setting a date was held in abeyance pending emergence of further 

items of urgent business requiring decisions, also being mindful of government changes easing restrictions 
pertaining to the Covid-19 coronavirus pandemic. 
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30p.m. 
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