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Minutes of the Virtual Meeting  of Silverton Parish Council 

held Friday 17th July  2020 at 7.00 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Present: Parish Cllrs A Melville (Chairman), F Derbyshire, S Cross, V Maylan, 
L Trebble,  G Perkins & S Roach  
 
Minute 113205 To note any Declarations of Interest 

None declared 

Minute 113206 Apologies for absence 

Apologies were received from Cllr K Faulhaber 

Minute 113207 Meeting open to any questions from members of the 

public 

No members of the public attended the meeting 

Minute 113208 To consider quotation from MDDC of £19.56 + VAT, 

with an estimated 40 hours work, to address accessibility issues with the 

Parish Council website in order this will be compliant with the Public 

Sector Bodies (Website and Mobile Applications)(No 2) Accessibility 

Regulations 2018 by September 2020  

The Chairman gave a resume of the Regulations and explained the Parish 

Council Website was required to be accessibility compliant by 23rd September 

2019.  Although details of the requirements had been known since the end of 

2018 it had been assumed that as the Parish Website came under the auspices 

of MDDC it would automatically be compliant.  However, MDDC had confirmed 

this was not the case and were providing monthly reports detailing the number 

of items on the website which were not compliant – currently these stood at 

over 400 the majority of which relate to Neighbourhood Plan documentation. 

The Chairman explained the Parish Council are required to make the public 

website as accessible to as many people as possible regardless of disabilities 

and to issue an Accessibility Statement and take all reasonable steps to comply 

with the Regulations. 

To clarify the Chairman confirmed that MDDC hosts the parish website and 

provides a monthly report detailing non-compliance it does not deal with 

compliance issues.  MDDC have provided a quotation of £19.56 per hour to 

work on the website to make it compliant and an estimate of 40 hours work has 

been given. 

The Chairman stated he has reviewed the legislation and feels the Parish 

Council can put in place arrangements to be compliant as from 23rd September 
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2020 but it would be a disproportionate burden on the parish to rectify historic 

documents.  The cost being 5% of the Council’s annual budget. 

Cllr Perkins indicated that he read the guidance and the Neighbourhood Plan 

documents were effectively archived and did not need rectifying.  He had also 

reviewed the reports and it would appear that there are small technical points 

which are making the documents non-compliance. 

After discussion the Chairman proposed this Parish Council will take all 

reasonable steps to ensure our new website content is as accessible as 

possible from June 2020 when we began publishing full meeting documentation 

. Having reviewed the legislation and our website we have decided it would be 

a disproportionate burden to rectify the historical website content in terms of 

cost and resources given the size of the Council and benefit to users. The Clerk 

will prepare an Accessibility Statement for consideration at the September 

meeting, which will include details of how someone can have access to old 

documents in a more accessible format.  Cllr Trebble seconded the proposal.  A 

vote was taken which was unanimous. 

Meeting concluded at 19:20 

 


