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Minutes of the Virtual Meeting  of Silverton Parish Council 

held Monday 6th July  2020 at 7.30 p.m. via Zoom 

 

Present: Parish Cllrs A Melville (Chairman), F Derbyshire, S Cross, V Maylan, 
L Trebble,  K Faulhaber, G Perkins & S Roach  
 
District Cllrs J Wright and B Deed 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Neville Lane (Chair of Thorverton Parish Council) 

and Mr B Coome to the meeting 

Minute 113191 To note any Declarations of Interest 

Cllr Trebble declared a personal interest in relation to Item 8(b)(v) on the 

Agenda (planting of Oak Trees on The Bury) 

Minute 113192 Apologies for absence 

Cllr S Steer & County Cllr Margaret Squires  

Minute 113193 Meeting open to any questions from members of the 

public 

Mr Lane explained he was joining the meeting in order see if he could pick up 

any tips on how to Chair the virtual Thorverton Parish Council meetings. 

Mr Coombe queried if the Parish Council were to discuss the planning of the 

trees on The Bury as he didn’t see this as an Agenda item.  The Clerk 

confirmed this was on the Agenda at 8(b)(v) 

Minute 113194 Approve Minutes of the Virtual Meeting held on the 1st 

June 2020  

The Chairman proposed the Minutes of the virtual meeting held on the 1st June 

2020 be accepted as a true record.  Cllr Trebble seconded the proposal.  A vote 

was taken which was unanimous and the Chairman signed a copy of the 

Minutes in view of the Councillors. 

Minute 113195 Review of Action Plan 

The Chairman pointed out that the Clerk had updated paragraph 7 of the Action 

Plan to that published in order to show formal confirmation had been received 

from MDDC that the proposed new access onto the Little Rec can be carried 

out under Part 12 of Permitted Development Rights.  The erection of bollards 

however would require the consent of County Highways although no planning 

permission would be required. 

Cllr Perkins pointed out there were constant problems with cars parking in the 

Square and limiting the use of the drop kerb.  It was agreed to ask County 
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Highways, in order to preserve access for parishioners who need to use the 

dropped kerb,  if this could be taken into account when they carry out a site 

visit. 

Minute 113196 Discussion with County Cllr M Squires and District 

Cllrs J Wright and B Deed 

The monthly report from County Cllr Margaret Squires had been circulated to all 
Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
District Cllr Wright stated that in his view the work being carried out by staff at 
MDDC in response to Covid-19 was impressive.  There had been 8 deaths in 
Mid Devon as a result of Covid-19 but no new cases during the past 2 weeks.  
 
MDDC were supporting local businesses where possible and were cold calling 
businesses who had not applied for Government funding to ensure they were 
aware of the scheme. 
 
The Local Plan Review had been returned and would be discussed by full 
council shortly. 
 
District Cllr Wright expressed his disappointment at the result of the Appeal in 
relation to the housing development at Silverdale. 
 
Cllr B Deed stated that he echoed Cllr Wright’s comments regarding how hard 
the staff at MDDC were working during the Covid-19 pandemic.   
 
With regard to the planning approval granted for the development at Silverdale, 
Cllr Deed stated that a Judicial Review could be requested by individuals but 
this was very expensive. 
 
The draft Local Plan would be placed before Cabinet on Thursday 2nd July and 
the full Council on the 29th July 2020. 
 
A lot of meetings had taken place behind closed doors in relation to the Three 
Rivers Development Limited.    
 
It was anticipated Phoenix House would be opened from the beginning of 
August but initially this would be for staff only. 
 
Cllr Deed indicated he had resigned from Thorverton Parish Council but 
remained a Parish Councillor for the Parish of Bickleigh. 
 
Minute 113197  Planning 
 
(a) Applications 

20/00750/LBC – Listed Building Consent for replacement of polycarbonate 

garden room roof with GRP material – Cherry Tree Cottage, 25 Fore 

Street, Silverton  
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After discussion Cllr Faulhaber proposed the Parish Council support the above 

application.  Cllr Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous 

20/00805/HOUSE – erection of double garage following removal of 

existing garage – 17 Exeter Road, Silverton  

After discussion Cllr Derbyshire proposed the Parish Council support the above 

application.  Cllr Perkins seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous 

20/00823/HOUSE – erection of attached garage – Glyneath, Silverton 

Cllr Faulhaber proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr 

Maylan seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

(b) Approvals/Refusals (received from MDDC) 

NO OBJECTION re intention to remove one Portuguese Laurel and two Holly trees 

within a Conservation Area – 17 Exeter Road, Silverton 

CERTIFICATE OF LAWFUL USE – Underleigh Farm, Butterleigh – existing use of an 

agricultural barn to stables and land to equestrian use in excess of 10 years 

APPROVAL – 15 Newcourt Road, Silverton – Removal of condition 3 

(doors/windows) of planning permission 18/01308/HOUSE 

(c) Any other planning matters  

None 

Minute 113198 Finances 

(a) Monthly invoices 

* Chq No 002432 Mrs S Woodland - Clerk’s wages (£583.50) + expenses (£26.50) 

- £610.00 

* Chq No 002433 Mr D Marsden – Contractor’s monthly invoice - £300.00 

* Chq No 002434 Marbles FD Limited – internal audit - £480.00 

* Chq No 002435 HMRC – Clerk’s NI & Tax payment - £437.40 

Cllr Derbyshire proposed the monthly invoices be passed for payment.  Cllr Trebble 

seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

(b) Other financial matters 

 (i) Consider report from Internal Auditor for year ended 31.3.2020 

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for the work she had carried out during the year as 

the Council’s RFO. 
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The Internal Auditor’s report had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting 

for their consideration.  The Chairman proposed the Council accept the content of the 

Internal Auditor’s report for year ended 31.3.2020.  Cllr Roach seconded the 

proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

(ii) Complete Annual Governance Audit Return for year 2019/2020 

A copy of the Annual Governanace and Accountability Return for the year ended 

31.3.2020 had been circulated to all Councillors prior to the meeting for their 

consideration. 

Annual Governance Statement – Chairman proposed the replies to 1 to 8 be “Yes” 

and 9 being “N/A”. Cllr Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous.  The Chairman signed the Annual Governance Statement 

Accounting Statements  

The Chairman proposed the Parish Council agree the content of Section 2.  Cllr 

Perkins seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous.  The 

Chairman signed the Accounting Statement. 

The Chairman will pass the AGAR to the Clerk for her to also complete the form 

before onward transmission to the External Auditor 

(iii) Update re Football Club Lease/Football Field 

The Clerk confirmed there had been no response to the suggestion to the Football 

Club to surrender the current lease.  This leaves the Parish Council with the option of 

formal forfeiture of the lease.  A S146 Forfeiture Notice can be served on the Football 

Club as it had not maintained the football field and this was a breach of its covenant 

in the Lease.  “Reasonable” notice would need to be given to the Club to rectify the 

breach.  After discussion as to service of the Notice, what would constitute 

reasonable notice and the position regarding the tennis hut the following propositions 

were put forward: 

(a) Cll Derbyshire proposed that formal notice be served on the Football Club 

stipulating it had failed to comply with the terms of its Lease and is therefore in 

breach of the covenant to have the grass cut on the football field.   Cllr Maylan 

seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

(b) Cllr Roach proposed that a copy of the formal Notice be affixed to the goal 

posts, the door to the Tennis Hut and the Parish Council Notice Board.  Cllr Trebble 

seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

(c)  Cllr Derbyshire proposed the formal notice period be one month.  Cllr Cross 

seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

It was agreed that changing the locks to the Tennis Hut is an operational matter and it 

was agreed to delegate this to the Clerk to action if necessary. 
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An email had been received from Mr R Back who is the welfare/safeguarding officer 

for Culm Valley Youth Club and this had been circulated to all councillors prior to the 

meeting.  Mr Back gave some background to the newly formed youth football club 

(formed in 2017) and asked if it would be possible to use the football field for training 

and friendly matches ad-hoc on Saturday mornings.  Mr Back stated that the club is 

small and generates very little income, with winter fees at an astro turf venue taking 

up the majority of the club’s finance. 

It was noted that various issues had arisen previously when matches had taken place 

on the field such as players urinating in the field and inconsiderate parking.  It was 

agreed Mr Back should be made aware there were no toilet facilities in the 

Recreation Field and he would need to approach the Community Hall if the Club 

wanted to take advantage of its washing and toilet facilities. 

It was agreed the Clerk would reply to Mr Back confirming the Parish Council were 

very supportive of the Club’s suggestion and explore the various points raised – it will 

not be possible for the Club to use the football field until the Notice Period on the 

Forfeiture Notice had expired, the need for considerate parking & approaching the 

Community Hall with regard to toilet and washing facilities 

Cllr Derbyshire proposed that the Council delegate powers to the Clerk and the 

Chairman to agree the best terms with the Culm Valley Youth Club.  Cllr Roach 

seconded the proposal  A vote was taken which was unanimous 

(iv) Updated quotation re purchase of new roundabout for Children’s Play Area 

An updated quotation had been received from Sutcliffe Play South West to provide, 

and install, a Whirlybob Roundabout in the total sum of £4,500.00.  It was noted that 

the Financial Regulations state 3 tenders should be obtained for this work but Cllr 

Faulhaber pointed out that this would not be possible as the Whirlybob was provided 

only by Sutcliffe Play and although there were probably similar items available it 

would not be the same as the equipment which the Council had wanted to purchase. 

The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council accept the quotation from Sutcliffe 

Play South West.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 6 in 

favour and 1 abstention.  

(v) Consider responses to Public Consultation re planting of Oak Trees on The 

Bury 

The Public Consultation resulted in 14 parishioners either having concerns or 

opposing the scheme and 1 response in support. 

Cllr Faulhaber stated that he felt the comments made were perfectly valid and had 

explained the history of the Lime Trees to the councillors.  He also stated that the 

Lime Trees are fabulous trees and on inspection it would appear that growth needs to 

be taken away from the trunks. 

Cllr Maylan stated that she was a bit disappointed in relation to the comments made 
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that the Parish Council did not maintain or inspect the trees as it was only last year 

that the Lime Trees had been surveyed and the recommended remedial works 

carried out.  Cllr Roach stated that the Parish Council had also approached MDDC 

who had also confirmed the trees were in good order. 

Cllr Faulhaber proposed that the Parish Council desist from its proposal to plant Oak 

Trees on the Bury.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 6 

in favour and 1 abstention. 

The Clerk to respond to the Consultees.  

(vi) Updating report by Chairman in relation to on,-line banking  

The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk had a Zoom meeting with another 

Parish Council who currently have an on-line banking facility with Lloyds Bank.  The 

meeting was very constructive and had answered various queries and concerns.  The 

Clerk has not as yet been able to submit an application to Lloyds to create a new 

Business Account as due to the pandemic Lloyds were not taking any new accounts 

for the time being 

(vii) Update re quotation to repair bus shelter roof  

No quotations had been received.   District Cllr Wright confirmed he would email the 

Clerk details of a roofing contractor to approach for a quotation. 

Minute 113199 Consider report prepared by Cllr Perkins and District 

Cllr Wright 

Cllr Perkins gave a brief resume of the Traffic Impact Report prepared by 

District Cllr Wight and himself. He explained  it was important to consider what 

the village needs and also important for all parties, together with parishioners, 

to work together on this scheme.  Cllr Perkins stated that he feels it is important 

to establish a link with the “20 is Plenty” group, explain exactly what this means 

to parishioners and produce leaflets to be circulated within the Parish (for which 

there will be an expense),  and gather evidence etc.  Cllr Faulhaber agreed that 

parishioners must be well informed and Cllr Perkins confirmed he had been 

updating the Silverton Community Facebook page on a regular basis. 

The Chairman thanked both Cllr Perkins and District Cllr Wright for the work 
they had carried out to date 
 

Cllr Perkins proposed that the Parish Council accepts the recommendations in 

the report.  Cllr Cross seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was 

unanimous. 

Minute 113200 Consider Public Space Protection Order consultation 

The Meeting was opened to District Cllr Wright who explained that some public 

areas in the village are not included and in particular the Children’s Play Park 
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was not included within Schedule D.   One proposal in the Order is that one 

person should not walk more than 4 dogs in a public space. 

The meeting was closed at this point. 

After discussion Cllr Roach proposed that the Parish Council request the 

Children’s Play Area to be included in Schedule D and support the proposal 

that one person should not walk more than 4 dogs in a public space.  The 

Chairman seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous. 

Minute 113201 Update re Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Trebble reported that a response was still awaited from Acon.  It was now 

necessary to arrange  a meeting of the Neighbourhood Plan Committee and 

this was to take place via Zoom on the 13th July. 

Minute 113202 Request by Mrs A Newton to use the Little Rec to place 
a gazebo to have a cake stall on 25th July 2020 to raise funds in support of 
those suffering from dementia 
 
The Clerk confirmed she had heard from Mrs Newton that alternative 
arrangements had been made and the Little Rec was no longer required. 
 
Minute 113203 Re-opening of the Children’s Play Area 
 
The Chairman informed the Council that he intended to add this item to the 
Agenda under Section 100B 4(b) of the Local Government Act 1972 as an 
urgent matter.  He said lengthy guidance had been received from the 
Government on the re-opening of play areas including a Risk Assessment 
which must be completed prior to the re-opening.  MDDC had circulated a copy 
of the Risk Assessment, a copy of which had been circulated to Councillors 
prior to the meeting, and as the Ellerhayes Play Area was not dissimilar to the 
Silverton Play Park he felt this would be appropriate.  One of the factors is that 
this informs users of the Play Park of the need to take their own 
sanitising/cleaning wipes etc.   Cllr Roach queried whether or not users of the 
Play Park would in fact take their used wipes home with them. 
 
It was noted the Parish Council should consider the health, well being and 
mental health of the more vulnerable residents who may need to use the Play 
Park with their children. 
 
The Chairman proposed that the Clerk, with the support of the Chairman, 
carries out a risk assessment with a view to re-opening the Play Park.  Cllr 
Trebble seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was unanimous. 
 
Minute 113204 Matters Brought Forward by the Chairman 

Cllr Derbyshire asked the current position with regard to a recycling unit in the 

Square.  The Chairman confirmed MDDC had been asked to include this when 

the contract came up for renewal.  Clerk to review. 
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Cllr Maylan made the point that rubbish is accumulating around the Oak Tree in 

the Recreation Field 

Meeting closed  at 21.23 

 

https://parish.middevon.gov.uk/silverton 

 

If you require this document in large print please contact the Clerk 

on e-mail at sheilawoodland@btinternet.com or by telephone on 

01392 881832 
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