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PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the 268th Parish Council Meeting held by conference call on  

Tuesday 7th July 2020 at 7.30pm 
Present: Cllrs R Price (Chair), K Keatley (Vice Chair), R Keeble, S Brick 

CCllr M Squires, DCllr E Wainwright, F Lowe (Clerk) 
 

71) Public Session None. 
 

72) Item 9a – Co-option of Councillor To allow the candidate to participate fully in the 
meeting, the co-option of Sue Brick was brought forward.  All councillors were in favour 
and Cllr Brick was welcomed. 
 

73) Apologies Cllr S Folland. 
 

74) Declarations of Interest Cllrs Price and Brick declared an interest in the shipping container 
item. 
 

75) Minutes   
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of 5th May 2020 were agreed as a true and 
correct record.  These will be signed at a later date. 
 

76) Correspondence. Cllrs confirmed that they had received the correspondence listed in the 
Agenda from 28/04/2020 to 30/06/2020 inclusive and had no comments.   
 

1) Planning. a) to c) for information only 
a) Application Withdrawn. Reference 20/00739/FULL for the proposal of Erection of a 

free range egg laying unit, grain silo, new hardcore track and alterations to existing 
access (Building 1 at Land and Buildings at NGR 283735 111917 West of Little Bamson, 
Puddington 

b) Application Withdrawn. Reference 20/00741/FULL for the proposal of Erection of a 
free range egg laying unit, grain silo, new hardcore track and alterations to existing 
access (Building 2 at Land and Buildings at NGR 283662 111887 West of Little Bamson, 
Puddington 

c) Decision. Reference 20/00255/HOUSE for the Proposal of Erection of first floor 
extension and single-storey extension at Bamson, Puddington Tiverton. GRANTED 

d) Application. Reference 20/01006/FULL for the proposal: Erection of 2 polytunnels at 
Land at NGR 282920 111159 (Road Between Henceford Cross and Chapel Cross) 
Puddington.  Cllrs had looked at this application and had no objections. 

e) Application. Reference 20/00967/FULL for the proposal: Retention of change of use from 

agricultural to sand arena at Bamson Puddington Tiverton. Cllrs had looked at this 
application and had no objections. 
 

77) Year End Accounts.  
a) Councillors had reviewed the Annual Governance Statement and it was approved by all. 
b) Councillors had reviewed the Accounting Statement and it was approved by all. 
c) Councillors had reviewed the Certificate of Exemption and it was approved by all. 

 



Continuation on Parish Council Meeting minutes of 7th July 2020 

Initials of Chair …………………………………………… 

78) Matters arising from previous minutes. 
a) Shipping Container.  (Cllrs Price and Brick declared an interest).  There has been no 

further communication since this was passed to the Legal department at the end of 
May.   The Council would like an update as to the situation and Cllr Wainwright agreed 
to chase. 

b) Playground. Cllrs Price and Keatley held a meeting with MDDC, who advised that all play 
equipment is reaching end of life, and suggested removal and replacement with a 
multiuse piece of equipment.  MDDC will look at the cost of removing the surface and 
concrete underneath and replace with open weave material which will allow grass to 
grow on top.  Within the area, it was suggested that the “smaller rectangle” is left in 
place for benches.  It has been requested all along that the slide be retained however, 
the spacing of the steps does not meet current safety requirements so need replacing or 
for the slide to be secured on a mound of earth with steps cut into it. MDDC will do their 
work this Autumn and seed the grass (date to be advised).  Cllr Squires offered up to 
£2,000 from her locality budget. 

79) Current Business 
a) Co-opt new Councillor.  Covered at item 72. 
b) Resignation of Clerk.  Fiona is leaving at the end of the month.  The Councillors thanked 

Fiona for her hard work and advice over the past 3 years and wished her well for the 
future.  Jackie Taylor, who is the Clerk for Poughill has applied and following a 
discussion, it was decided to offer her the position.  The Clerk was asked to organise a 
socially distanced meeting in Cllr Keeble’s garden later in the month.  

c) Materials at Bamson. It is understood that these will be transferred to the owner’s site 
at Black Dog to be used there.   

80) Councillors Reports   
a) Cllr Squires – Emails have been sent as information received.  With regard to roads, 

Henceford Cross to Stretchdown is due to be done along with some other local roads.  
There is no update on Puddington to Henceford Cross and Cllr Squires will ask for an 
update.  Recently a vehicle was grounded and damaged between Henceford Cross and 
Henceford Farm.  If this road is closed, the alternative route is via Black Dog which is 
much longer.  Cllr Squires asked if the issue had been reported online and reiterated 
that this is the best way to report highway problems.  Cllr Price to report.  On the 
footpath at Puddington Bottom; Mill Farm, plastic barriers have been placed on the 
bridge as the rails are broken.  This is being monitored by Highways and Cllr Squires 
agreed to ask Highways for an update. 

b) Cllr Wainwright – Email report sent today.  Cllr Price asked how MDDC have calculated 
the number of homes required and the basis of the Government calculation, stating 
that CPRE claim the number of houses is already exceeded and calculations were not 
scientific.  The response was that not all sites proceed to building and we need to have 
the capacity, and that the Exeter Local Plan will help to ensure numbers are not 
exceeded.  There was a query that infostructure can’t support number of new houses 
being built.  This is because calculations are made as plans are submitted.  The amount 
paid to support infostructure, schools, NHS etc are only paid once houses sold.  New 
house are being sold quickly which supports the argument that they are needed, it is 
felt that people working in cities want to live in more rural locations and commute.  
Local Plan will help this as it will factor in infostructure. 
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c) Footpaths – Cllr Keatley had nothing to report.  Cllr Price had been advised that on the 
footpath north of Bamson, towards Nomansland, some of it is very boggy as the dike 
needs cleaning out.  Also, there is a bull in a field on the footpath, which is against 
regulations.  Cllr Keatley will seek advice  

d) Cllr Price - Sunnyside Farm has given a further donation of eggs to the village which 
have been distributed.  They are also updating holiday accommodation and hope to 
have a residential retreat.  There is a footpath on their land (Puddington Bottom to 
Swan East), but walkers regularly “cut the corner and they want to provide new 
signage.  Cllr Squires was able to advise that this was looked at previously but will cost 
approx. £2k as maps have to be revised, reprinted etc.   The owner will need to speak 
to Tanya Weeks at DCC for information. 
There has also been issues with delivery drivers travelling to Sunnybrook Farm, past 
Smynacott Farm via Pennymoor.  The road is too steep and they need to travel via 
Puddington Bottom.  Cllr Price to email Cllr Squires with the information in the hope 
that signage can be erected.  

81) Finance  
a) Clerks pay – Clerk was paid in March 
b) Internal Auditor – The Auditor does not charge but the Council has provided a bottle of 

wine in the past as thanks.  The Clerk will purchase a bottle and Cllr Price and Clerk will 
sign cheque number 10. (£9.00 spent). 

 
Confirm dates of next meeting 
Parish Council Meeting to be held on Tuesday 1st September at 7.30pm.   
 

With no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.28pm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman ….....................................................   Date ….............................................................. 


