
Eggesford Parish Meeting 

Held 23rd January 2019 at the Eggesford Crossing Café 

 

15 people attended the meeting plus a representative from Airband and another from 

Connecting Devon and Somerset. 

 

Rodney Davies, the outgoing Parish Clerk opened the meeting and outlined the 

agenda before introducing Chris Rogers, the incoming Parish Clerk. 

 

Minutes from the previous meeting were discussed. 

- discussion in the minutes about the definitive map.  One small amendment has now 

been made as had been proposed. 

- the state of the roads. 

Councillor Margaret Squires had good news to report on the roads.  The road from 

Eggesford Fourways to Nymet Rowland is scheduled for resurfacing from 28th 

January, with Eggesford Hill the following week.  Councillor Squires reported that the 

work done this season has been to a high standard.  The road from the old 

Wembworthy Centre to Bridge Reeve is to be done, and more than the pot hole 

filling done recently – the work would include clearing the gulleys and repairing 

verges.  The road up to the church is not scheduled for repair, but Councillor Squires 

would be visiting that area to look at the roads.  People were encouraged to report 

pot holes either online or by calling 0345 155 1004.  It was stated that the bigger 

roads get the higher priority.  A pot hole is at least a foot across and two inches deep 

with a vertical edge. 

 

Councillor Squires took the opportunity to give the meeting a more general report of 

Council business, her own area of Children’s Services, and informed those present 

that it’s budget time for the Council. 

 

Returning to the Agenda, the Parish Clerk reported that he has the revised definitive 

map for viewing, and that there had been two planning applications in the period 

since the previous meeting. 

 

The meeting was asked if there was any support for siting a defibrillator in the parish, 

and if so, where should it go?  Is funding available?  Councillor Squires said some 

money could be provided from her budget.  It was reported that the devices cost 

about £1,100.  No training is needed to use them.  The incoming Parish Clerk was 

charged with investigating further along with two people from the meeting. 



 

Much of the remainder of the meeting comprised a presentation from Richard 

Blackburn of Airband and Matt Barrow from Connecting Devon and Somerset. 

For about two years, their organisations have been working to improve broadband in 

rural areas.  The Airband system uses a “Fixed Wireless” microwave link.  The 

meeting was informed that BT will not be bringing fast broadband to this area.  The 

fixed wireless system was described as much more reliable and enabling about 30 

Mbps.  The bandwidth of the system is enough to achieve that speed even at the 

busiest times of day. 

Phase 1 is in now, including a 20m monopole, and several properties can be seen 

from the infrastructure.  Phase 2 is due to be completed by the end of March.  To 

check whether a property is “visible”, users can enter their post code on the Airband 

website.  It is expected that 95% of properties will be reachable.  Maps were passed 

around showing which properties could be reached in each phase. 

It was asked if this would mean a customer could give up their BT line, the answer to 

which was yes.  Various companies sell what is called a VOIP system to route 

telephone calls though the internet connection. 

The procedure for installation is to request a survey.  If this is successful, packages 

ranging from a light user 10GB per month allowance up to unlimited downloads with 

superior upload speeds were outlined, costing from £10 to £42 per month with a 

fixed £99 installation charge. 

 

There being no other business, Rodney closed the meeting with a thank you to the 

owners of the Café. 

 

 

Chris Rogers 

 


