
PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting held in the village hall on  

Wednesday 25th July 2018 at 5.30pm 
Present: Cllr R Price (Chair), Cllr R Baily (Vice), Cllr K Keatley, CCllr M Squires, DCllr J Binks, 

Andrew Busby (Assets Manager at MDDC), F Lowe (Clerk), 26 members of public 
 

 
24) Apologies none. 

  
25) Declarations of Interest Cllr Folland is related to the Hedge Trimming complainant. 

 
26) Current Business   
a) Hedge Trimming Complaint. A privately-owned hedge has recently been cut on sides 

and top by a contractor of DCC.  Within the hedge were trees with a sentimental 
value to the owner which have been decimated and destroyed.  Skanska, the 
contractor, has denied cutting the top of the hedge.  The Clerk to contact CCllr 
Squires asking for further investigation into this incident. 

b) Play Ground.  Following the closure of the playground in mid-June due to Health & 
Safety concerns, it has not been reopened as advised by MDDC.  Andy Busby from 
MDDC explained that playgrounds are inspected monthly, and only closed in 
exceptional circumstances.  The repair to the ground cover will happen this week to 
allow the area to be opened for the Summer holidays.  It is the only playground for 
several local parishes and the long-term future is not secure. The ground cover and 
wooden equipment will need further repair/replacement within 18 months although 
the area could be grassed over if the slide is removed as this is the only item that 
requires safety surface.  It was felt that the slide was the main attraction of the area 
so should remain.  As the assets reach their end of life, MDDC policy state that they 
will be removed and not replaced.  The current lease on the area has expired but the 
landlord is happy to arrange a new lease for more than 10 years which would assist 
in getting grants.  There is in the region of £3,000 of S106 money available plus the 
possibility of the “Communities Together Fund” from MDDC to replace the wooden 
equipment when it reaches end of life.  Following discussion, the Clerk is to advise 
MDDC that the S106 money is wanted for this.  MDDC agreed to fulfil their contract 
by maintaining the north boundary (hedge cutting) and repairing the field and 
pedestrian gates.  It was agreed to set up a separate sub-committee (this must be 
part of the PC to enable VAT to be reclaimed) to look at raising funds, vetting 
suppliers, getting local views, choosing equipment and ground covering while MDDC 
will continue to maintain and insure the area.  This will be a joint venture between 
Puddington & MDDC.  This item will be on the Agenda of the next PCM. 

 
With no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.25pm 

 
 
 
Chairman ….....................................................    Date …........................................... 


