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PUDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the village hall on  
Thursday 9th May 2019 at 8.00pm  

Present: Cllr R Price, K Keatley, S Folland, F Lowe (Clerk), 2 members of the public 

The Annual Parish Meeting is an opportunity for parishioners to advise the PC of any  

items that they wish to be included in the forthcoming year. 

 

1) Apologies Cllr M Squires 
 

2) Chairman’s Report  
 

As we begin the new year 2019-20 and following local elections, I would like to thank my 

fellow Councillors; Cllrs. Wimbledon, Baily, Folland and Keatley for their support and 

contributions to the work of the Parish Council. No election was required for our Parish as 

the nominations received did not exceed the number of seats allocated to us. Indeed, Rupert 

Baily has elected not to continue an interest in the Parish Council and Philippa Wimbledon 

has moved away from the Parish. 

This means that the Parish Council consist of only 3 Councillors and meetings require a 

quorate of three, thus a risk exists of meetings having to be cancelled in the event of the 

absence of one Councillor.  An expression of interest has been received from one Puddington 

resident and I am hopeful that he will be seconded onto the Council, but the remaining place 

should ideally be filled too. Parishioners are urgently requested to consider if they have a little 

time to contribute to support our Parish as a Councillor. 

We are all grateful to our Clerk, Fiona Lowe for her professionalism and hard work in advising 

and guiding us throughout the year.  She has ensured that Councillors are fully informed of 

Mid Devon Council’s activities by providing us with regular information and updates. Fiona 

continues to ensure that the Parish Council is advised of all Planning Applications and decisions 

which affect our Parish and informs Mid Devon Council of our views. She has rigorously 

followed through with requests for information and action when necessary. 

Although it has been a slow process, negotiations with Mid Devon Council over transferring 

responsibility for the Playground will be completed upon payment of our share of the legal fee, 

which will be forwarded on 10th May. Hitherto, Mid Devon have leased the playground from 

the Rowcliffe Trust.  As Mid Devon have elected to withdraw their interest in maintaining the 

playground, the Rowcliffe Trust have decided to donate the facility to the village and the legal 

transfer of ownership has now been completed, title being held by Puddington Parish Council. 

On behalf of the Parish, I would like to express our sincere thanks to the Rowcliffe Trust for 

their generous gift and in particular, Mrs Una Rowcliiffe who was instrumental in their decision. 

Whilst Mid Devon Council have agreed to replace the safety surface and continue cutting the 

grass in the playground until April 2021, we now have to concentrate on raising funds and 

obtaining grants to provide improvements to and maintenance of the playground for the 

benefit of the Parish. It is the Parish Council’s intention that this facility will provide more than 

just play equipment for the children and a Sub-Committee has been created to manage the 

responsibility. More representation is required on that Sub-Committee and parishioners are 

urged to take an interest. 
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The Council has considered a few Planning Applications during the year and passed comment 

to MDDC to reflect opinions passed by the Parishioners.  

We have continued to enjoy support and advice from Cllrs. Judi Binks and Margaret Squires 

during the year. Judi Binks has decided to retire from local politics and we will greatly miss her 

especially useful contributions to our meetings. Cllr. Squires has argued on our behalf for the 

restoration and repair of the road between the village and Henceford Cross, but without 

success.  A response to our Clerk’s request for information from Highways was only received 

following our Clerk’s formal complaint that her request had been ignored. The eventual 

response provided no useful information and it appears that there is no intention of the road 

being repaired in the near or even medium term. 

Cllr. Keatley has continued to ensure that the Parish footpaths are fully accessible and has been 

successful in having certain improvements carried out in accordance with current standards. 

Our council meetings have not attracted much attention from the public and we would be 

very pleased to see more Parishioners and hear their opinions on matters affecting the Parish. 

The Council is committed to supporting the Parish and is looking forward to continuing that 

work during the forthcoming year. To assist us in that role, we do need close contact with the 

Parishioners, so I urge the members of our public to come to our meetings and share their 

thoughts and concerns with us. 

3) Open Session  

a) Query regarding the road closure from Henceford Cross to Puddington.  Unfortunately, the 

PC has exhausted all means of having the road repaired.  Highways consider this road to be a 

low priority and will repair it when funds become available.  Cllr Squires has also exhausted 

all enquiries. 

b) Query regarding chicken houses that have been built without planning permission on the 

Nomansland Road.  Clerk to contact planning 

With no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.25pm 
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