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WASHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 21st May 2019 in Washfield Memorial Hall at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllr’s R Arnold (Chair), M Balment, J Boundy, J Mock and R Webber. 
In attendance: Mrs A Trout (Outgoing Chair) and the Clerk, Mrs J Larcombe. 

 
01/05/19. Election of Officers: 

a) Chair. Mrs A Trout, the outgoing Chairman, asked for nominations. Cllr R Arnold  
was proposed by Cllr M Balment and seconded by Cllr J Boundy. Cllr Arnold was 
unanimously elected as Chairman and signed an Acceptance of Office as Chairman 
Form. Cllr Arnold took the Chair. 
b) Vice-chair. Cllr M Balment was unanimously elected as Vice-chair. Proposed by  
Cllr R Webber and seconded by Cllr J Boundy. 

 

02/05/19. To receive apologies. Apologies were received from County Cllr Mrs P Colthorpe. 
 
03/05/19. Disclosure of interest in item on the Agenda. There were no disclosures at  
                this point. 
 
04/05/19. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 19th March 2019 as an accurate  
                record of the Meeting. The minutes were agreed as an accurate record of the  
                meeting. 
 
05/05/19. Matters arising from the minutes. There were no matters arising. 
 
06/05/19. Planning 
                a) To make a recommendation on any planning applications received  
                before the meeting.  
                19/00560/FULL Erection of workshop with studio room above. Land at NGR  
                293551 119104 (Dryhill Farm), Stoodleigh Revised drawings. 
                Comment: Washfield Parish Council has no objections to the granting of approval. 

b) To note any decisions on planning applications made by MDDC. 
There were no decisions 

                c) Any other planning matters. There were no other planning matters.  
 
07/05/19. Highways 
                a) To report on any highways work carried out in the parish and to note any  
                highways work needed. Although some potholes on the road either side of  
                Hatherland Farm have been repaired some others were reported. The stone  
                parapet of the bridge at Badcott, near Hatherland Mill, remains damaged. Tree  
                roots are cracking the road surface between Woodgates and Hatherland Mill. Along  
                Long Lane mud is building up in the middle of the road again and water is collecting  
                after heavy rain. It was reported that the road sweeper had been in the village last  
                week.. 

b) Update on refurbishment of fingerposts signs. Cllr Boundy declared a  
personal and pecuniary interest as his business is carrying out the work. The letters 
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for the arms have been received and painted and the Warren Cross sign is ready to 
be put back into place. The Post Office is waiting for DCC to give them permission 
to enable the post box to be removed from the signpost at Cotleigh Cross and this 
is holding up the refurbishment of this signpost..  

     c) Any other highways matters. There were no other highways matters. 
           
08/05/19. Finance 

a) To approve any payments. It was resolved to make the following payment: 
Mrs J Larcombe - £74.50 Clerk’s salary (Chq no 513) 
b) To approve the annual insurance payment. Quotes are awaited. It was 
agreed to delegate responsibility to the Clerk, Chair and Vice-chair to accept a 
quote that is competitive and meets the Council’s needs. 

                c) To agree to sign the Certificate of Exemption for 2018-19. The Council  
                qualifies for a certificate of exemption as both income and expenditure are below  
                £25,000. There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit  
                an Annual Governance and Accountability Return to the external auditor provided  
                that the Council has certified itself as exempt at a meeting held after 31st March  
                2019 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted notifying the external  
                auditor, PKF Littlejohn, by 1st July. It was agreed to sign the Certificate of  
                Exemption. 
                d) To receive the internal audit report. The report was noted. 
                e) To approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2018-19. It was agreed to  
                approve the Annual Governance Statement. 
                f) To approve the annual accounts for 2018-2019. It was agreed to approve the  
                annual accounts for 2018-19. 
                   
09/05/19. County & District Cllr Reports. As she was unable to attend the meeting Cllr Mrs  
                Colthorpe emailed her report (Appendix A) to the Clerk and this was circulated to  
                Councillors.  
                There was no District Cllr Report. 
 
10/05/19. Co-option of Councillor. It was agreed to co-opt Annabel Taylor-Ross onto the  
                Council. Proposed by Cllr Arnold and seconded by Cllr Boundy. 
                There is still one vacancy and that will be advertised. 
 
11/05/19. Chairman’s Announcements and Correspondence: The Chairman has no  
                announcements and there was no further correspondence. 
 
12/05/19. Public Questions. The former Chairman said her husband was happy to continue  
                strimming the Village Green after Cllr Balment cuts the grass. 
 
13/05/19. Date of next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 16th July 2019 at              
                7.30pm.       
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Appendix A – County Cllr’s Annual Report 
D.C.C. Annual Report 2018/19 
 
2018/19 began with a reduction of £13.1m to D.C.C.’s core funding.   On the other hand, at 
£7.5m the Rural Services Delivery Grant was £2.9m more than anticipated;  D.C.C. received 
an additional £2.2m specifically for Adult Social Care and the expected reduction in the ‘New 
Homes Bonus’ scheme didn’t materialise (though the period of benefit was cut from five years 
to four);  furthermore, when the N.H.B. figures were announced, the county council’s (at 
£3.8m) were up £300,000 on expectation.  Central government allowed local authorities an 
additional 1% rise in Council Tax – from 2% to 3% - before triggering the need for a (dread 
word!) referendum.   The really good news was that Devon (plus the eight district councils and 
the two unitaries) was selected as a Business Rates pilot area (the bad news is that this 
group of councils was not selected for the on-going pilot in 2019/20). 
 
D.C.C.’s watchwords have been ‘the old, the young and the vulnerable’, the intention being to 
protect these groups of people as far as possible from the effects of the funding cuts.   In 
order to address this, significant operational change is required and, meanwhile, adult social 
care continues to be an area of concern, given both a nationwide shortage of care workers 
and a continuing rise in demand.    Devon’s ‘Promoting Independence’ programme should 
reduce the need for current levels of commissioned services as service users become better 
able to lead more independent lives.    
 
Over the year, the ‘Children’s Services’ budget has seriously overheated.  A  contributory 
factor is the increasing number of children being taken into care, a trend which began with the 
shocking story of Baby P. in 2007 and has continued ever since.   In December 2018 a joint 
inspection by the Care Quality Commission and Ofsted resulted in a critical report - published 
in February this year -  on D.C.C.’s implementation of the S.E.N.D. governance contained in 
the 2014 Children and Families Act.  This was followed by a requested Ofsted visit 
concentrating on Child Protection and Children in Need, two areas requiring extra attention to 
attain the ‘Good’ rating for which D.C.C. is aiming.  
 
Nationally, the campaign for fairer school funding continues, led by James McInnes, D.C.C.’s 
portfolio-holder for Children’s Services, who now chairs the f40 group (a group of schools 
nationwide disadvantaged by the funding formula).  In 2018/19 the shortfall in funding was 
calculated by f40 at £2.3 billion and, updated for 2019/20, is estimated to be £3.4 billion. The 
S.E.N.D. block suffers similarly and f40 estimates an additional £1.4 billion to be needed.    
M.Ps across the House were invited to a briefing held by f40 in Committee Room 10 of the 
House of Commons on 14th May this year and follow up meetings are planned in each 
constituency for local school heads to impress their concerns upon their M.P.  
 
After a short, sharp shock to the system in March, Highways needed their faithful gritters 
again – in the summer!  The hottest summer for years melted tarmac into puddles in places 
and gravel was quickly spread to absorb it.   A windfall from central government late in the 
year enabled £11.3m to be spent on additional patching and resurfacing works to the county’s 
B, C and unclassified roads, as well as £6.1m for A roads and £1.3m for bridges. 
 
On the economic front, the Local Enterprise Partnership (known as Heart of the South West), 
has identified clean energy, digital and high tech engineering with defence and marine as 
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areas of opportunity for the region, the long term ambition being to double the size of the 
county’s economy over the next twenty years.  With our feet firmly on the ground, however, 
BT and Gigaclear are still failing to provide high speed broadband countywide, never mind the 
superfast now available to some lucky people! 
 
 


