
Report 
 
You may have picked up from the media, concerns about closing 8 fire stations, this has hit the 
public attention for fear of a reduction in fire and rescue service. Although there are no planned fire 
station closures in our area, there might be reductions in fire stations of a number of fire appliances 
that will cover our area. I am a member of the fire authority. This exercise is all about creating a 
better service that will attract more  fire and rescue staff, and to pay them better renumerations, 
because employees and self-employed are under paid for their services to the fire service, compared 
to what they can earn doing their day job. The Fire Authority needs to make savings of £8m in the 
coming years.  Some of the savings that will be made will go to increased inspections and home visits 
to make homes and business premises safer.  This is only a public consultation document, not a done 
deal, the Fire Authority want the public to put forward their comments/views, this will then be 
analysed, depending on the outcome, this will then be put to the Authority later this year. 
 
Also there is concern, something we have been making representation to Government for a long 
time, without much success, but we continue to do so, with the hope that someone will listen. A 
media release last week from f40, shows £12.6bn extra funding is needed by 2022/23. Several 
schools now close early on Fridays to save money and resulting in risings class sizes. 
James McInnes, our man at County and chairman of the f40 says; “Headteachers are tell us that they 
simply can`t operate within the budgets they are given and that means cuts are being made to both 
staff and the curriculum. Nobody wants to see education of our children suffering,  so we need to do 
something now before we get long term damage. We also want to see fairer distribution of school 
budgets. We here in Devon see £274 per child less than the national average, which amounts to 
approx. £20 millions, just think what we could do with that. All children deserve an excellent 
education, regardless where they live.  We will keep up the fight.   
 
To date more than 300,000 homes and businesses across Devon & Somerset can access superfast 
broadband with 38,000 having access to improved broadband. Every month hundreds more homes 
and businesses are being connected, thanks to the Connecting Devon & Somerset (CDS). It could be 
better. Take up of broadband services is nearly 60%, an increase from 54% when last reported. This 
level of take up is above the national average. 
 
Grass cutting is always contentious, Devon`s policy is to cut the grass at junctions, laybys and the 
inside of bends to ensure road users have adequate visibility. The frequency of cutting is on an `as 
needed` basis but generally for Rural Priority Network-twice or occasionally three times per annum, 
Rural Other Roads- once per annum, and Urban Roads- four times per annum.  Skanska are the main 
contractors and have 9 teams, they have invested in new machinery while covering 405 parishes. 38 
Parishes have taken up the option to cut their own grass and get compensated by County. 
 
Devon is responsible for 90,000 street lights across the County. Since 2008 we have converted 
approx.. 55,000 lanterns to `part night` and replaced 27,000 lanterns with LED units. By the end of 
2018 part night lighting will have reduced our consumption by approx. 41%. In addition we are 
embarking on a programme to replace a further 45,000 street lights with LED units over the next 3 
years, and when completed we will be fully LED, reducing energy and Co2. 
 
We may, or may be, surface dressing in your area, it is a cost-effective maintenance option that 
helps make our roads safer by improving the skidding resistance and protects the road against 
weather and water damage by providing a waterproof seal.  This work is done between April and 
September.  Work has already commenced on identifying next year’s programme. 
 



Any road repairs/potholes that you feel needs attention, it is much better to go on line and report, 
that triggers an inspection of the whole road.  The definition of a pothole is 40mm by 300mm. 
 
As always, I am here to help if anyone has any issues they need to take up with me. 
 
Regards, 
Ray   
Devon County Councillor   
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Devon County Councillor 
Willand & Uffculme Division 
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