
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 10 AUGUST 2016 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                              
IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                                                                                                           

                               
                                      Present:  Mr V Steer in the Chair, 
                 Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell,               
                                                        Messrs C R McAllister, C D Nicks, T J Vanstone, M C Williams and R J Yelland.                                                                  
                                           Cllr N Way.  
                                                        Members of the public: Five (part only).                                                          
                                                        Clerk: Miss B D Ware. 
       Apologies:  Mr R P Edworthy and Cllr J Squire. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PARISH  COUNCIL  

 
Prior to the commencement of business, Chairman Mr Steer advised that Mrs Sally Pratt had issued an invitation   
to an afternoon of music followed by refreshments to celebrate the late Mr Mike Pratt’s life within the community, 
at Bow Village Hall on Sunday 21 August 2016.  Any donations, to Burston Meadow Sports and Recreation Ground, 
would be welcome. 
 

1. Public Open Forum.  Four residents of Goss Meadow addressed Parish Council, relating their experiences of being 
regularly awakened early morning, around 5.00a.m., by noise from the adjoining (eastern boundary) Johnsland 
industrial site and sought Parish Council assistance/advice.  Spokesman, Mr Gray, said residents were regularly 
awakened and regular sleep deprivation took it’s toll on the lives of working people, who would normally rise at 
7.00a.m.  He appreciated that a business was being run on the site, adding the business website stated hours of 
operation were 8.00a.m. to 5.00p.m. but wondered whether there was a moral obligation for more consideration 
to be shown.  The noise was understood to be from trucks/lorries and the operation of an extractor/mixing 
machine.  Residents said there was an element of dust as well.  The waste transfer station no longer operated at 
the site; a new company had taken over that area.  Chairman, Mr Steer, said the business had been operating for    
a long time, employing a lot of people, and needed to fulfil it’s customers’ needs.  He also said the operators were 
aware of noise and had changed a loading shovel to a quieter machine.  Mr Williams felt the situation might be 
aggravated by EU vehicle checks requiring lorries to tick-over for 15mins before use.  When asked, the residents 
confirmed an approach had been made to Mid Devon District Council Environmental Health and noise had been 
tested but was insufficient for action.  The Chairman suggested, given matters were often best resolved by con-
sultation, they speak to Edworthys also saying Parish Council did not have an answer but offered to pass on any 
message.  He thanked the residents for attending and they took their leave of the meeting. 
 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 13 July 2016, having been circulated in advance, were taken                     
as read, approved and signed.  
 

3. Matters Arising:- 
(i) Den Brook wind farm.  Delivery of the 72 turbine components, early July to mid August, was almost complete, 
with construction of tower lower sections having commenced 4/8/16 and upper sections due mid August.  R.E.S. 
had issued reminders to qualifying households to register for Local Electricity Discount Scheme, registration dead-
line 16/9/16.  R.E.S. had supplied info. on queries and issues arising from draft minutes of C.L.G. meeting 12/5/16.  
(ii) Town, Parish & Community (T.A.P.) Fund 2016/17.  T.A.P. article and publicity submitted to Bow and Arrow for 
publishing in August issue had been withheld by the editor (deferred to September issue) in favour of publishing 
much historical copy.  Given T.A.P. article had a time implication (upcoming deadline for local committees to 
submit applications), the Clerk felt it to have been a poor editorial decision.  Parish Council requested their 
disappointment be conveyed to the Bow and Arrow editor advising that it was public information with money to 
benefit local organisations. 
(iii) Community helipad, proposal.  D.A.A.T.’s issue of quotations had been delayed pending new groundworks 
contractor appointment and were still awaited.  Cllr Way advised a funding application to D.C.C. Invest in Devon 
would be appropriate – appln. form awaited.  T.A.P. Fund application was being prepared but awaited D.A.A.T. 
costings and preferred site at Village Field needed agreement (to check with Village Hall & Field Management 
Committee).  Mr Williams said that some funding might be available (November 2017) from an automobile 
organisation of which he was a member, Mr Williams was thanked.  Chairman, Mr Steer, would speak with                       
Mr Doug Coles (Bow A.A.C.).  Parish Council would be agreeable to covering electricity running costs of the light. 
(iv) Burston Meadow Sport & Recreation Ground.  The estimate from All Timber Frames Ltd had been sent to 
M.D.D.C. for consideration/approval and for comment on staged Payment Terms requirement.  M.D.D.C. advices 



awaited.  Reference Sect.106 Public Open Space funding, M.D.D.C. requested Parish Council consider targets to 
allocate future contributions towards; to consider at next meeting. 
(v) Annual audit.  Grant Thornton UK LLP had completed audit; certificate and report received.  The external 
auditor stated, based on their review of the Annual Return, in their opinion the information in the Return was in 
accordance with proper practices and no matters came to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant 
legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met.  Invoice for standard charge, £100.00 + vat, awaited.   
Under other matters the auditor commented on the order of signing the Annual Governance Statement (Sect. 1) 
and the Accounting Statements (Sect. 2) as, although completed and signed in correct sequential order, both had 
same minute reference (for future, to ensure minute references demonstrate order of approval and signing each 
section).  To conclude, to publish a Notice of Conclusion of Audit & Local Government Electors’ Rights to obtain/ 
inspect/copy, the Statement of Accounts and Auditor’s Certificate & Report.  A charge of £2.00 to be made for a 
copy of Return.  Grant Thornton had also issued a satisfaction survey for completion.  For 2016/17, the Joint 
Practitioners Advisory Group (J.P.A.G.), S.L.C.C. & N.A.L.C. and Associated Drainage Authority had published the 
2016 edition of ‘Governance and Accountability for Smaller Authorities in England, A Practitioners’ Guide to Proper 
Practices to be applied in the preparation of statutory annual accounts and governance statements, March 2016’ 
which applied to Annual Returns for financial years from 1/4/16.  Parish Council wished to record it’s thanks to the 
Clerk for her good work.                   
(vi) Grass area, between Collatons Walk & Nymet Avenue.  The resident had been advised the area is in private 
ownership.  She intended pursuing her idea with the land owner. 
 

4. Planning 
APPLICATION 
Nil  

 
M.D.D.C. DECISION  
Nil    
 

5. Second Community Defibrillator.  Co-operative shop staff member, Mrs D May, addressed Parish Council advising 
some £1,500 had been raised in 2014 for a defibrillator but that agreeing a site and the acceptance of responsibility 
for a defibrillator needed addressing and resolution.  Bow Medical Practice was agreeable to it being at it’s site but 
not accept responsibility.  Parish Council felt, given the defibrillator provided by Parish Council was sited centrally 
in the village and Bow Medical Practice had a defibrillator (available during Practice opening hours) at the eastern 
end of the village, a site at the western end (covering shop, garden centre and recreation ground areas) was 
preferable.  It could be housed in the telephone kiosk (if/when adopted).  Mrs May suggested moneys could be 
passed to Burston Meadow Sport and Recreation Ground Committee for a defibrillator to be acquired and installed 
when the sports field came into use.  Chairman, Mr Steer, said a small shed was being built at the field which might 
be suitable but suggested an approach be made to the garden centre which was open daily (footfall had increased 
given a new larger restaurant), whereas the recreation field would not be in daily use.  Members supported the 
view and Mrs May would approach the garden centre.  She was thanked and took her leave of the meeting. 
  

6. Jackman car Park.  Two trailers were parked at Jackman Car Park, contravening Regulations.  After brief discussion, 
Notices reminding owners of the Regulations pertaining to the car park would be affixed to both. 
 

7. D. C.C. Highways Matters.                                                                                                                                                            
Tour of Parish Inspection.  Mr Tucker with Cllr Way attended 19/7/16 and met the Clerk (Mr Williams unavailable). 
Concrete bollard (removed during resurfacing 2012), Reeves Cottage.  Mr Tucker inspected site of removed bollard 
and discussed matter with householder.  It appeared unlikely D.C.C. would reinstall – road width at that point being 
comparatively narrow (certain width necessary for carriageway central white line). 
Carriageway white lining (at concrete bollard), A3072 near entrance to Iter Park.  Mr Tucker had no knowledge of 
when work would be carried out, commenting that he, too, was disappointed with lack of progress.  Parish Council 
had not received a response to letter (14/5/16), or reminder (30/6/16), to D.C.C. Mr Whitton and agreed an email 
would be sent to Mr Whitton (copy to Cllr Way). 
Proposed extension of 30mph speed limit west along A3072 (to include garden centre & new recreation ground). 
Cllr Way anticipated a S.C.A.R.F. meeting, at which it should be considered, in September. 
Surface dressing A3072/A377 dust issues.  Mr Williams had not received a response to the copy of his letter to the 
Health & Safety Executive which he had sent to Cllr Stuart Hughes D.C.C. Cabinet Member Highway Management.  
Proposed street lighting – junction of Bow Mill Lane with A3072 to Southern Co-op shop.  D.C.C. street-lighting 
officer Mr Ware, who needed specific advice/information from D.C.C. Highways officer Mr Tucker, had not yet 
advised further. 



Community Resilience.  Devon Highways, in reviewing community support initiatives (incl. Community Road 
Warden Scheme), asked about any highway maintenance work undertaken by Parish Councils. 
Devon Highways Conference.  Further to the two conferences held in 2015, D.C.C. intended holding more events 
but in workshop style and possibly by district area.  D.C.C. had sent a short survey seeking subjects which Parish 
Council would like to discuss.  
 
Bow Waterworks, water leak (sub main) School Hill.  D.C.C. Highways Officer Mr Tucker, having received a written 
complaint from a local householder, was looking to serve a Section 81 Notice under New Roads & Street Works Act 
1991, on the body responsible for repairing said leak.  Cllr Way advised that Trustee evidence/information on sub 
main ownership and responsibility had been passed to D.C.C. Legal Services, Mr S Clarey, to clarify legal mainten-
ance responsibility, enabling Section 81 Notice to be served on correct body.  M.D.D.C. asserted that owner-
occupiers at Godfreys Gardens had responsibility, which Trustees and Parish Council felt to be unreasonable.                      
Cllr Way suggested it might be appropriate to approach Mel Stride M.P. if/when Notice served. 
 

8. Monitoring of Services  
D.C.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
M.D.D.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 

  
9. Correspondence. 

D.C.C. Devon Minerals Plan, modifications resulting from hearings, etc. consultation (1/8/16-23/9/16). 
Connecting Devon and Somerset, Broadband project, MDDC Member briefing info. 

 Tour of Britain cycle race 2016.  Stage six (Sidmouth – Haytor) route, via Bow, info. 
               M.D.D.C. Annual meeting with town and parish clerks, 27/7/16 at Tiverton, postponed. 
 M.D.D.C. Notification of Key Decisions plan, published.  Link Plan details on the internet web site 
               M.D.D.C. Suggested new railway station at Cullompton, M.D.D.C. investing £40,000 in investigation. 
 M.D.D.C. Bid for garden village status for development of land east of Cullompton (press release). 
 M.D.D.C. CosyDevon central heating fund, info.  
 M.D.D.C. waste education and enforcement programme (households visited, advisory letters issued), info. 

M.D.D.C. Heart of the South West partnership, devolution info.                                                                                                
M.D.D.C. feedback requested on improvement plans for Tiverton town centre and pannier market, info. M.D.D.C. 
Mid Devon backs pledge on British farming (press release).                                                                                                   
M.D.D.C. Community Well Being PDG 2/8/16 agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Lifeline Alarm Service, info. 
M.D.D.C. Planning public access downtime, 9/8/16, for maintenance. 
D.C.T. Devon Home Choice, choice based lettings system for affordable housing in Devon, info. 
D.A.L.C. newsletter, incl. Transparency Code, new publications Being a Good Employer and Local Green 
Infrastructure, Community Rights and Heritage resource info, updated NALC Legal Topic Notes, consultations – 
Community Led Housing Survey and Police & Crime Plan, training and events and cyber security training. 
Publications:- Mid Devon Talk, D.C.C. connectme community newsletter, Healthwatch Devon newsletter, 
Healthwatch Voices and Your Future Care – Devon’s Success Regime newsletter. 
 

10. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,837.41, Current a/c £16,342.56               
ACCOUNT  AUTHORISED  FOR  PAYMENT   
GDM Cleaning (bus shelter glass cleaning 20/7/16) £6.00   

                                                                                                                                                                        
11. Any Other Business.      

(i)  Notice board.  Mr Vanstone, with Mr Nicks’ assistance, aimed to reinstall notice board on 13 August 2016. 
(ii) Okehampton-Exeter rail passenger service.  Mr Williams commented that the proposed reintroduction of a daily 
passenger service had been publicised at Hatherleigh.  Cllr Way commented that D.C.C. plans were well advanced. 
(iii) Parking on double yellow lines, A3072, Bow main street.  The Chairman commented on vehicle owners’ 
disregard for parking restrictions; parking on double yellow lines meant loss of passing places for the many large 
vehicles travelling through Bow village, causing inconvenience and congestion.  The Chairman had approached the 
Police, D.C.C. and M.D.D.C. to highlight the problem.  (M.D.D.C. currently had very few Civil Enforcement Officers.) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

12. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 14 September 2016 at 7.30p.m. at the Community Room of Bow Village Hall.       
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.20p.m.                                                                                 

https://democracy.middevon.gov.uk/mgListPlanItems.aspx?PlanId=151&LLL=0

