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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 

Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the  
Parish Hall Clubroom on Thursday 7 July 2016  

 
  The meeting commenced at 7.00pm 

  
  Members present: 
  Cllr D Baker (Chair)  Cllr A Reeves 
  Cllr K Anstey    Cllr G Quicke 
  Cllr J Baker   Cllr C Southcott 
  Cllr S Parker   Cllr P Taylor      
  

In attendance: J Hole, Parish Clerk, Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC, 8 members of public, 
Sue Southwell, Devon Communities Together (left 7.15)  

 

Business to be Transacted   
Public Participation 

 
I. Speaker: Sue Southwell, Rural Housing Enabler, Devon Communities Together (DCT) 

Sue gave a brief presentation of the services that Devon Communities Together can 
provide with regard to affordable housing.  A housing needs survey had previously been 
carried out in the parish in 2010 and this had identified the need for 6 affordable homes.  
There were currently 48 properties in the parish which were either council or housing 
association owned. A current survey of properties available to buy in the parish showed 
prices between £229,000 and £500,000, with two rental properties with rents above the 
current benefit level.  The proposed new development in Station Road would not include 
any affordable housing as the school was the social element.  However, there may be 
some potential for affordable housing on the old school site.  Sue outlined what a housing 
needs survey would entail:  A survey would be delivered to every house in the parish and 
completed returns would be analysed by DCT.  The cost was about £2,500 and funding 
may be available from MDDC.  A donation from the Parish Council of £300 towards 
printing and postage costs would be required   The survey would be advertised as widely 
as possible to ensure that people who wanted to live in the parish but were not currently 
doing so, were aware of the survey and could complete it.  Councillors asked Sue to find 
out if it would be possible for MDDC to fund the cost of the survey.  Cllr D Baker thanked 
Sue for her attendance and input. 

II.   Police Report 
 There was no police report 

III.    Public Question Time 
Concern was expressed that it was difficult for people with no transport to access Lords 
Meadow Sports Centre to purchase re-cycling bag.  Cllr P Hare-Scott will enquire if other 
outlets locally would be able to stock the bags. 
Was there any news on possible Chapter 8 training?  The Clerk had been advised by 
DCC that they would, in principle, train one person in a parish which aimed to involve 
themselves in the Community Road Warden Scheme, although requests were considered 
on an individual basis.  It was noted by the parishioner that this response was different 
from the impression given at the Community Resilience Forum which had suggested that 
training would be made available for any parish that wanted it. 
The electrical contractor had been given the Clerks details for invoicing purposes.  It was 
agreed that Cllr C Southcott would be present when the work was carried out. 
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Formal Business  
 

01/07/16  Apologies 
  Cllr J Ward, Cllr M Squires, DCC 
 
02/07/16  Declaration of interest 
 Item 5.2 – Cllrs Baker and Cllr S Parker (PI) 
 Item 4.3 – Cllr G Quicke (PI) 
 
03/07/16  Minutes of the last meeting held on Friday 2 June 2016  
  Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
04/07/16  Mid Devon District Council 
4.1  Planning Applications:   

  16/0069/HOUSE - Erection of a conservatory at 25 Court Orchard, NSC – application 
withdrawn 

  16/00873/CAT - Notification of intention to remove 1 Cedar tree within Conservation Area 
at Pump Cottage, Pump Street, Newton St Cyres – no comment 

  16/00804/HOUSE - Conversion of outbuilding to gym, utility and shower room, erection of 
extension to form entrance lobby to link conversion to main house and demolition of 
existing lean-to shed/utility at The Old School House, West Town Road, Newton St Cyres 
EX5 5BR – Clerk to comment that there is no objection as long as the gym was for 
personal use only and to check if the house is in the conservation area. 

  16/00549/FULL – consultation as a neighbouring parish -– no comment 
4.2   Planning Decisions: 

  16/00532/FULL - Erection of replacement dwelling to include erection of new 
store/carport at Elms House, Newton St Cyres – permission granted 

  16/00591/FULL- Erection of extensions to existing agricultural storage building at 
Quarryfield Langford – permission granted  

4.3  To note any update on Station Road entrance re S106 proposed scheme and to note 
recent public consultation by EFA/Kingswood Homes for new school/new homes  

  There was no update on matters relating to the Station Road entrance.  The public 
consultation had taken place yesterday and Cllr D Baker noted that one third of the 
houses in the development were scheduled to be 5 bedroomed.  After discussion it was 
resolved that the Clerk should comment to Kingswood Homes that the number of 5 
bedroom houses should be reduced and substituted with more 3 bedroomed houses. 

4.4  Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott  
  Discussions were taking place on devolution and MDDC were in support of a combined 

authority across the area, although not in support of a mayoral or unitary authority.    An 
unqualified audit report was expected to be published shorty and MDDC were on course 
to be the first district council to publish its accounts this year.  A new waste and re-cycling 
plant was being opened at Willland.  The pot holes at New Estate were still outstanding 
and Cllr P Hare-Scott would find out the latest estimate for completion 

 
05/07/16 Finance 
5.1  To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
  Cllr K Anstey and Cllr C Southcott 
5.2  Parish Council Payments Current Account:  
  These were agreed as: 
  Item        Payee                    Purpose                                            Amount £ 

5.2.1 Hedgerow Print 450 annual reports 239.00 

5.2.2 Hedgerow Print 50 Welcome booklets 41.00 

5.2.3 J Baker Chairman’s expenses and stain for seats 49.95 

5.2.4 Dorset/ Devon/ 
Cornwall CRC  

Grass cutting in churchyard, May/June 240.00 

5.2.5 M J Nicholls Grass cutting 170.00 

5.2.6 PCC Contribution to work in churchyard 250.00 
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5.2.7 SLCC Clerks qualification 250.00 

5.2.8 NSC Parish Hall Contribution to Wi-Fi 200.00 

5.2.9 NSC Parish Hall Room expenses April to June 2016 88.00 

5.2.10 Stephen Parker New lock for village green noticeboard 6.95 

5.2.11 Stephen Parker Weed treatment/labour for village green  57.98 

5.2.12 J Hole Salary and expenses  200.65  

5.2.13 HMRC PAYE 69.00 

     £1,862.53 
 
5.3  Parish Council Payments Footpath Account:  
  Agreed as: 
     Item       Payee           Purpose                           Amount £ 

5.3.1 Country Matters Work to FP1 408.34 

                       £408.34 
5.4  Parish Council Payment received:  
  Item     Payee                     Purpose                                                Amount £ 

5.4.1 Various Receipts for cream tea 44.00 

                         £44.00 
5.5  Balances 
  5.5a Parish Council Current Account balance: £9,463.61 
  5.5b Parish Council Reserve Account balance: £840.97 
  5.5c Parish Council Footpaths Account: £295.79 
5.6  Financial Statement and Budget Monitor 
  These were noted 
5.7  To consider the purchase of a projector – cost approx.  £70.00 

Discussion took place on the merits of a projector vs other options such a TV screen.  It 
was resolved that the Clerk should purchase a projector. 

5.8  To consider estimate to maintain bank at Half Moon layby - £50.00 to tidy up initially, then 
£40.00 

 It was resolved to tidy the area up initially and to consider grass cutting as and when 
required. Clerk to report abandoned van in Half Moon layby 

 
Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 

 
06/07/16 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1  To note letters of thanks received regarding the cream tea to celebrate the Queen’s 

birthday 
  Several letters of thanks and a poem had been received together with thank-you phone 

calls.  The school children at Newton St Cyres Primary School had been presented with 
their souvenir mugs. 

 
07/07/16 Councillor’s Reports 
7.1  Areas of Responsibility Reports 
  Seats – Cllrs Baker had stained the seats 

Car park management meeting – minutes from the meeting would be circulated for the 
next PC meeting.  The hall reported difficulty with cutting the areas of grass at the sides of 
the car park and Cllr S Parker offered to carry this out.  MDDC had advised that as the 
abandoned car was in a private car park they were not able to assist further with its 
removal. 
Footpaths – the steps on FP 5, where a problem had been reported last month, would be 
repaired shortly. 
Recreation ground – the Recreation Committee seemed happy to proceed with the works 
required for DAAT without the need for a formal agreement between the Rec and the 
Parish Council. 
Speedwatch – three volunteers had stood down.  Cllr J Baker to ask for more volunteers 
in the press report and the Clerk would put a note in the school newsletter 
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Flowers in Pump Street – Clerk to enquire when the works would be carried out to the 
bridge in Pump Street. 

  Neighbourhood Watch – Clerk to ask Cllr J Ward for an update 
7.2  To receive update on agreement between the PC and the Recreation Ground re roles and 

responsibilities for DAAT night time landing facility 
  Covered above – not required at present 
7.3  To note DCC can provide 1.5-hour snow warden training course 
  Cllr A Reeves was agreeing who should attend 
7.4  Surgeries:  
  7.4a  Matters raised on 26 June  
  No councillor attended 
  7.4b Next Surgery 27 August 
  Cllr P Taylor to attend 
 
08/07/16 Clerk’s Report 
8.1  Update from Police and Crime Commissioner re grants for speed cameras 

The Clerk had received a phone call update from the Police and Crime Commissioner’s 
office which stated that priorities for the new administration were being established and 
feedback received from the Gloucestershire force where the fixed speed camera was 
located, were positive.   

8.2  To approve Clerks holiday 23-30 July 2016 
Approved. As Cllr D Baker was also on holiday for some of this time, it was resolved that 
Cllr G Quicke would act as a contact point should the need arise. 
 

09/07/16 Parish Council 
9.1  Allotments – report from Cllr K Anstey on comparative rates for other local allotments 

  Cllr K Anstey will report at the next meeting.  It was noted that one allotment holder had 
given up their plots.  A prospective tenant had expressed interest in renting a plot but had 
changed their mind due to concerns over access.  Cllr A Reeves reported that the 
allotments had been topped. 

9.2  To receive a verbal update from the Boniface Trail Group  
  The pubic consultation was booked for Saturday 16 July.  Notice of the consultation had 

been advertised on all noticeboards, in the Newton Wonder and a note had been 
delivered to all properties close to the proposed path.  Cllr P Taylor reported that the 
Group had received confirmation of charitable status. 

9.3  To consider if the Parish Council should adopt one/two of the BT Kiosks.  Both are 
scheduled to be removed in 2016/17.  The cost is £1.00 each 

  It was resolved in principal to adopt both Kiosks.  A 90-day consultation with the district 
council was required.  Clerk to arrange. 

 
10/07/16 Devon County Council 
10.1  Outstanding Highways issues  

No updates had been received from Cllr M Squires. Cllr D Baker had met with David 
Whitton, Head of Highways.  Various actions and support had been agreed which Cllr D 
Baker had confirmed in an e-mail to David Whitton and was currently waiting for 
confirmation back from David Whitton.  

  Correspondence regarding the bank at Langford junction stated that the trees which are   
down on the slope have been tied to the ground.  Cllr D Baker agreed to take this up with 
Cllr M Squires and ask if DCC intend to keep the blocks at the bottom of the slope. 

10.2  New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 
  None were identified 
10.3  Community payback scheme – to receive feedback from Cllr M Squires on available 

funding 
  No feedback had been received. 
10.4 To note response from DCC regarding Chapter 8 training and agree any action: “In 

principle for parishes that aim to involve themselves in the Community Road Warden 
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Scheme, we would provide Chapter 8 training free of charge for one person, though we do 
look at this on a case-by-case basis” 

  Cllr S Parker would be willing to undertake the training. Clerk to inform DCC. 
10.5  Report from Cllr M Squires to include update on outstanding highways issues and how 

much locality money has been spent in the parish in the last three years 
 No report had been received. 
 
11/07/16 Miscellaneous Correspondence 
  None. 
 
12/07/16 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 

September agenda - updated risk assessment to be completed by the September 
meeting.   

 Membership of the Development Group to be agreed and confirmed 
Cllr C Southcott asked for clarification on the procedure for absent councillors and this 
was explained.  The Clerk was requested to ask Cllr J Ward for a reason for absence. 

 
13/07/16 Date for next meeting:  Thursday 1 September 2016 in the Parish Hall Club Room at 

7.30pm 
 

Public Participation 
There was none 
 

Part II  
Members of the press and public were excluded from Part II in order that a confidential staff 

matter could be considered 
 
14/07/16 To note the Clerks appraisal and to consider the recommendation from the Staff 

and Personnel Committee regarding the Clerks hours and salary  
 The Clerk  left the room whilst this item was discussed.  Upon her return she was informed 

that the council had agreed an additional two hours per month and that once the top of the 
current salary scale was reached, she would move up to the next scale. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.45pm 


