
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 8 JUNE 2016 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                             
IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                                                                                                           

                               
                                        Present:  Mr T J Vanstone and Mr C D Nicks (part only) in the Chair, 
                 Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell,  
                 Messrs M C Williams and R J Yelland.                                                                           
                          Cllr J Squire.  
                                                         Clerk Miss B D Ware. 
         Apologies:  Messrs R P Edworthy, C R McAllister and V Steer and Cllr N Way.  
                                                        

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
PARISH  COUNCIL  

 
 In the absence of the Chairman and Vice Chairman the Clerk called for Members to nominate one from their 
 number to chair the meeting.  Mr Vanstone was nominated and he took the Chair.  

 
1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public present; nothing raised. 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 11 May 2016, having been circulated in advance, were taken                     
as read, approved and signed by Mr Vanstone.  
 

3. Matters Arising:- 
(i) M.D.D.C. C.E.O. Mr Walford’s visit to Bow parish.  Chairman Mr Steer, Mr McAllister, Mr Vanstone and the Clerk 
met with Mr Walford on 18 May 2016.  Main topics of discussion had been developmental progress of Den Brook 
wind farm with it’s potential impact on Bow also the associated community fund, Burston Meadow recreation 
ground being developed with full Parish Council support and Parish Council’s aim to extend the 30mph speed limit 
west along A3072 with installation of street lighting for the benefit of numerous Bow residents.  Cllr Squire had 
received Mr Walford’s follow-up email which was read. 
(ii) Den Brook wind farm, Community Liaison Group.  The CLG met at Spreyton on 12/5/16, with Mr Nicks and the 
Clerk attending.  Concerns about proximity of one 120m turbine sited just 90m from the railway were again heard.  
R.E.S. provided a construction update, viz. grid connection was 90% complete, the substation being built, turbine 
components being delivered late June with erection July-November and ecology (hedgerows, bird boxes, etc)  
work planned for August-November, with a three month period of compliance testing following turbine erection.  
Local households would receive a leaflet on construction in late May.  Much discussion took place on noise issues 
which W.D.B.C. Environmental Health officer addressed, but little confidence emerged from those assembled that 
complaints would be dealt with robustly/effectively/timely or even whether W.D.B.C. had sufficient budget to 
deal.  Only 28% of eligible households had registered for the Local Electricity Discount Scheme (L.E.D.S.).  A 
committee (two members from each council) would be formed to handle the Community Fund (applications, etc), 
meeting twice a year, with the administrative post to be advertised. 
(iii) Annual Audit 2015/16, internal audit.  Mrs Simms being unavailable, Mr Weeks had been happy to conduct 
internal audit which had been completed efficiently and swiftly, with all being found in order.  The exercise of 
Public Rights, etc had been advertised.  Annual Return pro forma, with supporting documentation, had been 
submitted to external auditor Grant Thornton on 27/5/16.  Mr Weeks had been invited to submit an invoice which 
he declined to do – Members agreed he be presented with H.T.A. garden gift vouchers to value of £25.00 in 
recognition and thanks for his work. 
(iv) Litter bin, Sanders Road, including M.D.D.C. review of litter and dog waste bins in parishes.  The Clerk had 
asked M.D.D.C. whether the litter and dog waste bins survey across the District, begun early 2015, had been 
completed – reply awaited.  Cllr Squire had enquired of the Council Leader, who had no knowledge of the survey.  
Parish Council would write to Mr Noyes M.D.D.C. Waste Management Manager, relating events and enquiring 
position/progress of the survey. 
(v) Community helipad.  Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee was interested and agreeable to sup-
plying electricity for a light but would not fund light installation.  Potential dates for a combined site meeting of 
Parish Council and Bow Village Hall & Field Man. C’ttee, reps. with Devon Air Ambulance Trust Community Helipad 
Development Officer, had been sought and were awaited. 
(vi) Second community defibrillator.  The Co-operative shop member of staff had been invited to the meeting but 
given holiday commitments would attend the Parish Council meeting to be held 13 July 2016. 
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4. Planning 
APPLICATION 
Nil 
 
M.D.D.C. DECISIONS  
Nil 
 
At 8.00p.m. Vice Chairman Mr Nicks entered the meeting and he took the Chair. 
 

5. Mid Devon District Council Forward Planning Consultations. M.D.D.C. was consulting on two planning documents: 
(i) Revised statement of Community Involvement (SCI), with M.D.D.C. link https://www.middevon.gov.uk/sci 
(ii) New Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) Refuse storage for new residential properties, with M.D.D.C. link 
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/ refusestorage 
The Statement of Community Involvement set out how the Council will consult on it’s local plans, supplementary 
planning documents and planning applications.  It was being updated to reflect a number of changes to the plan-
ning system and to reconsider the most effective methods of involving the community in the planning process. 
The new SPD Refuse storage for new residential properties will include guidance on design of waste and recycling 
storage for all types of properties in Mid Devon.  The Council had prepared a report, forming the first stage in the 
process of preparing an SPD setting out the scope, subject and potential content.  It sought to gather views of 
developers, the local community and other interested parties on what it should contain.                                                               
The consultation period was 23 May 2016 to 18 July 2016.  A Forward Panning Officer could attend a parish council 
meeting to explain the contents of both documents and to answer questions, Parish Council could also have a free 
paper copy of the documents.  The Clerk had circulated information plus electronic links to Members on 21/5/16 – 
Members had not requested a Forward Planning officer be invited to a meeting or for a paper copy to be supplied.  
Following brief discussion, Parish Council agreed that no consultation comments would be submitted to M.D.D.C.  
                                                                                                                      

6. Burston Meadow Recreation Field.  The Committee’s preferred estimate for changing rooms was now £18,225 + 
vat (if applicable).  In 2015, M.D.D.C. confirmed up to £14,000 from Sect.106 Fund was available for the project 
(based on T M Harris Building Contractor’s estimate of £14,000 + vat in 2015).  The current estimate, if accepted, 
indicated Payment Terms (staged payments) but M.D.D.C. released money on submission of invoice when instal-
lation complete.  Enquiries had been made of M.D.D.C. as to total Sect 106 Fund available for Bow, reply awaited.    
Mr Vanstone had conveyed information re. possible SITA Trust funding and discussed extra avenues of funding 
with the Committee chairman.  Further consideration to be given when M.D.D.C. advices to hand.  
 

7. Review of Clerk’s Salary.  It was good practice to review the Clerk’s salary annually.  The Clerk moved to leave the 
meeting but Members invited her to remain.  With last increase effective from 1 April 2010 (given austerity), on 
the proposal of Mr Vanstone and all being agreed it was resolved to increase current salary of £3,405p.a. by 10%, 
new salary therefore being £3,745p.a., effective from 1 April 2016. The Clerk thanked Members. 

                            
8. D. C.C. Highways Matters.    

Carriageway white lining (at concrete bollard), A3072 near entrance to Iter Park.  A letter sent to D.C.C. Mr D Whit-
ton Head of Highways on 14/5/16 (copy to Cllr Way) had yet to receive a response. 
Extending 30mph speed limit west along A3072 (to include garden centre & new recreation field).  No further 
information to hand. 
Proposed street lighting – junction of Bow Mill Lane with A3072 to Southern Co-op shop.  Pedestrian access point 
to new recreation field had been supplied to D.C.C. officer Mr Ware who thought it prudent to add an additional 
light that side of road to ensure access illuminated.  Clarifying costs, he commented that his rough estimate, for 
lighting, in 2013 had been £25-£30,000.  Now, using LED rather than SON lights, plus increases in labour and 
materials, he estimated current lighting cost near £30,000 also saying it was likely existing signs would require 
illuminating plus a Traffic Order revision adding further costs.  In 2013 overall scheme estimated as £36,500.                          
Mr Ware would check with D.C.C. Mr Tucker re. signs and Traffic Order prior to obtaining actual scheme cost. 
Members briefly commented, wondering whether scheme could be afforded. 

 Government Pothole Action Fund.  D.C.C. would receive £1.9m.funding for potholes which was being allocated to 
 electoral divisions across the county.  Give apparent disparity (Sandford and Newton St Cyres to receive £69,000 
 and Crediton Rural to receive £29,000), Parish Council would enquire of Cllr Way the methodology/formula 
 deployed in calculating the proportions allocated.                                                                                                                                                                                      
 Surface dressingA3072/A377, dust issues.  Mr Williams had written to the Health and Safety Executive expressing 
 concerns but no response received.  Parish Council had also conveyed comments to D.C.C. 
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9. Monitoring of Services. 

D.C.C.  Services satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
 
M.D.D.C.  The Clerk read a parishioner’s email which complained that the road sweeper did not clean the north 
side of A3072 at Tracey Cottages (acknowledging the vehicle usually swept before 7.30a.m. when cars were still 
parked), saying all the dirt from the top of the village ended up outside their property and asking about disposal                
if they cleaned it up, also enquiring whether vehicle operatives could manually sweep areas which the machine 
couldn’t access.  Cllr Squire advised waste should be placed in a black bag with M.D.D.C. Customer Services noti-
fied so collection arrangements could be made.  Parish Council’s response to parishioner to convey that advice. 
Comment would not be submitted re. services to M.D.D.C. 
        .                                                                                                                                                

10. Correspondence. 
M.D.D.C. Town, Parish & Community (TAP) Fund 2016/17, launched 1/6/16, new process/criteria info.  Full detail 
of revisions,  application form, etc. awaited. 

 M.D.D.C. State of the District Debate (25/5/16) generates ‘food for thought’, press release.  Noted. 
 M.D.D.C. Devon Rotary Trust Youth Games, team trials information.                                                                                               
 M.D.D.C. Love Your Local Market fortnight 17/5/16-31/5/16 launch (national market initiative), information. 
 M.D.D.C. new war memorial for Tiverton consultation, change of project site, information.  Noted.                                                                    
 Sandford Parish Council, enquiry re. ROSPA inspections of parish owned playing fields.  Info. had been sent. 
 D.A.L.C. Newsletter, incl. training courses & events, Coastal Communities Fund, Charles Arnold Baker Local 
 Council Administration book, offer of council ‘Healthcheck’, NALC/SLCC Pay Awards 2016-2018, EU Referendum 
 clarification, quorum info, Bags of Help Tesco grant fund, NALC Star Councils Awards 2016, Copyright Licensing 
 Agency Ltd advice, etc. 
 D.A.L.C. South West Water offering services of 50 volunteers for community project(s).  Noted. 
 D.A.L.C. South West Water, services of 50 volunteers for community project(s) offer closed.  Noted. 
 Devon Voluntary Action (DeVa), vacancies on board of Active Devon, inviting expressions of interest, information. 
 DCT FareShare FoodCloud – Tesco Free Food Project (scheme based at Seaton East Devon), information. 
 D.C.C. Newscentre, Devon County Show, Devon Naturally Healthy Month.                                                           
 Field in Trust, Centenary Fields.  Commemorating WW1 RBL & FIT introduce Centenary Fields programme, info.
 Publications:- Healthwatch Devon June e-bulletin and Healthy People (NHS NEW Devon CCG monthly 
 newsletter). 
 

11. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Bank balances b/forward: Deposit a/c £7,837.41 (£39.05 annual interest credited), Current a/c £17,426.40                                      
ACCOUNTS  AUTHORISED FOR  PAYMENT      
GDM Cleaning (bus shelter glass clean 18/5/16) £6.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
12. Any Other Business.   

(i) Notice board.  A letter, on behalf of Bow Garden Club and Bow Historical Society, enquiring whether it would be 
possible to have an extra notice board at the village hall, was read.  To advertise monthly meetings was wanted 
but available display space was lacking and resorting to putting notices on lamp posts was not wanted.  Given the 
village hall was managed by Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee, Parish Council’s response would ask 
that their request be referred to that committee. 
(ii) Former Spar shop/Preston House, the Square.  The property had, that day, been placed on the market for sale.  
Members briefly commented on the last remaining (closed) shop in the village being for sale, with all Members 
expressly favouring a new retail outlet at the premises. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

13. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 13 July 2016 at 7.30p.m. at the Community Room of Bow Village Hall.  
 
This concluded the business and the Vice Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.05p.m  
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