
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 11 MAY 2016 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                             

IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                                                                                                                           
                               

                                     Present:  Mr V Steer in the Chair,  
              Messrs R P Edworthy, C R McAllister, C D Nicks, T J Vanstone and M C Williams.                                                                         
              Cllr Squire and Cllr Way.  
                                                      Members of the Public – One (representative of Burston Meadow Recreation Group). 
                           Clerk Miss B D Ware. 
 
      Apologies:  Mrs D M Pritchett-Farrell and Mr R J Yelland.                                                         
  

PARISH  COUNCIL  
 

1. To Elect Chairman.  The Clerk invited nominations.  Mr Steer was proposed by Mr Nicks and seconded by                                
Mr Edworthy.  Without any other nominations forthcoming and all being agreed, Mr Steer was declared elected 
and he took the Chair.  The Declaration of Acceptance of Office was duly signed. 
 

2. To Elect Vice Chairman.  The Chairman invited nominations.  Mr Nicks was nominated by Mr Edworthy and 
seconded by Mr Williams.  Without any other nominations forthcoming and all being agreed Mr Nicks was 
declared elected.  
 

3. Public Open Forum.  Representing Burston Meadow Recreation Ground, Committee member Mr Hobbs addressed 
Council.  He gave a progress report – sufficient soil had been delivered for the first pitch and de-stoning was being 
arranged.  Provision of changing rooms, for all sports, was being considered for which funding was required and 
sought; possible funding (Sport for All, EFA, etc) was being investigated.  Three estimates for the timber-framed 
building had been obtained – specification details were circulated, the least expensive being £18,225 (? + vat).  
Some work (concrete base, cladding, electrics, etc) would be carried out by volunteers.  Mr Vanstone suggested 
some funding may be available via the Sita Trust and Cllr Way suggested Tesco might provide funding and said the 
Town, Parish & Community (TAP) Fund 2016/17 (rules changing, launch awaited) also had an under-spend pot to 
which application could be made.  Mr Steer would arrange for the Committee to contact Cllr Way.  Parish Council 
would consider utilising Sect.106 Fund at the next Parish Council meeting.         
 

4. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held after the Annual Assembly on 13 April 2016, having been circulated                 
in advance were taken as read, agreed as a complete and accurate record, approved and signed.               
 

5. Matters Arising:- 
       (i) M.D.D.C. C.E.O. Mr Walford to visit parishes.  The revised date, Wednesday 18/5/16, had been confirmed.  The 

 Chairman, Mr McAllister, Mr Vanstone and the Clerk to meet at car park adjacent village hall at 10.00a.m. 
       (ii) Den Brook wind farm.  The Community Liaison Group (CLG) would meet at Spreyton on 12/5/16.  Agenda and 

 minutes of meeting on 16/2/16 received.  Mr Nicks would attend, other Members plus Clerk may also attend. 
(iii) Post Office Outreach Mobile Van Service.  Post Office Ltd’s response to Parish Council complaint was read.                     
It simply advised that the service had not been available due to technical issues and was again operational.  The 
service, since introduction, had proved disappointing given it’s lack of reliability, forcing local people to look and     
go elsewhere for Post Office services. 
(iv) V.A.T.  The reclaimed sum for the year 2015/16 of £1,312.35 had been credited to the bank current account. 
(v) Annual Audit 2015/16, internal audit.  Mrs Simms had recently been bereaved.  Mr Weeks had been 
approached and would be happy to carry out the internal audit if needed.   
(vi) Community helipad.  Devon Air Ambulance Trust (D.A.A.T.) Community Helipad Development Officer had                 
been contacted.  Information received stated communities would be responsible for their helipad so would need 
to fund and install lighting to D.A.A.T. standard.  The Officer was interested in visiting Bow to meet Parish Council, 
look at potential sites, talk through indicative costs of establishing a night landing site and discuss potential 
funding avenues.  Whether Bow Village Hall & Field Management Committee was agreeable to the village field 
being considered was, as yet, unknown – a reminder would be issued. 
(vii) Parish Council Notice Board, situate the Square.  Work was in hand with Mr Vanstone and progressing.  Thanks 
expressed to Mr Vanstone. 
 

       



6. Planning 
APPLICATION 
16/00678/ARM – Land at Hampson Farm (Mrs P Martin).  Reserved Matters for the erection of an agricultural 
worker’s dwelling.  Parish Council approved. 
 
M.D.D.C. DECISIONS – NIL 
 
APPEAL 
15/01397/FULL – 15 Churchlands (Mr S Morris).  Erection of two storey extension. 
Appeal Allowed with conditions. 
 
W.D.B.C. 
APPEAL 
Land at NGR SX698988 (Downhayes) North Beer Farm, Spreyton.  Erection of a single wind turbine with maximum 
blade tip height of 67m, formation of new vehicular access track and associated infrastructure. 
The Planning Inspectorate was understood to have verbally supplied misinformation to Spreyton Parish Council.  
The Appeal would be determined by written representations.  Bow Parish Council did not wish to withdraw or 
modify it’s previous submission. 
 

7. Meetings for Forthcoming Council Year.  Monthly meetings (ex. December), on second Wednesday, at the 
Community Room of Bow Village Hall, remained the preference.  Clerk to book meeting venue. 
 

8. Second Community Defibrillator.  An email from a Southern Co-operative Bow shop member of staff was read.                     
It asked whether Parish Council was responsible for the defibrillator sited at the Village Hall, conveyed that funds 
raised by the shop (autumn 2014) for a defibrillator needed utilising, that Bow Medical Practice was amenable to    
a defibrillator being sited at the (roadside) end of the surgery drive but would not be responsible for it and asked 
whether Parish Council would assume responsibility.  Various questions arose, including around intention to site   
it externally for which a heated cabinet would be required needing an electricity supply to the cabinet (whether 
Bow Medical Practice was willing to install wiring to the cabinet was unknown).  Given the Practice had a defibril-
lator, Members felt a site at the western end of the village was preferable.  To address questions/issues, to invite 
the member of staff to the next Parish Council meeting. 
   

9. Jackman Car Park, Western Boundary.  Householders at adjacent Barns Cottage (for sale) had written to the 
Chairman asking about the boundary line as they wished to erect a fence.  It was agreed to write to the house-
holders advising that the line of posts (installed by householders) forming part of the temporary fence in the rear 
garden of Barns Cottage approximately demarcated the boundary between Jackman car park and Barns Cottage.  
The foundations of the steel barrier installed by Parish Council had required sufficient space hence the barrier was 
approximately two feet east of the actual boundary line. 

               
10. D. C.C. Highways Matters.                                                                                                                                                            

Tour of parish.  The tour and inspection of the parish by D.C.C. Neighbourhood Team Highways Officer Mr S Tucker 
and Cllr Way had been conducted on 21/04/16.  Various matters, incl. deteriorated surface of Godfreys Gdns 
estate road and the collapsing drain pipe under Station Rd at Bow Pound, had been drawn to his attention. 
Carriageway white lining (concrete bollard), nr. entrance to Iter Park.  Work was still awaited.  To remind D.C.C. a 
letter would be sent to Mr D Whitton, Head of Highways, (enclosing copies of previous correspondence) expres-
sing disappointment that work remained outstanding despite it having been pursued with the Neighbourhood 
Team Highways Officer by Parish Council and the County Councillor on a number of occasions, also stating that the 
lining vehicle/team had been in the village but work not been done.  A copy of the letter to be sent to Cllr Way.  
Members requested that the long outstanding painting of 30mph & 40mph roundels at village approaches and                       
the apparent collapsing of the underground drainage pipe across the road at Bow Pound be incorporated. 
Extending 30mph speed limit west along A3072 (to incl. garden centre & new recreation field).  Cllr Way had 
requested a SCARF (speed compliance action review forum) group meeting.                                                                      
Proposed street lighting – junction of Bow Mill Lane with A3072 to Southern Co-op shop.  A site meeting, Cllr Way, 
Mr Tucker, Mr Steer, Mr Vanstone and D.C.C. Mr A Ware (Area East Lighting Engineer) had been held to consider a 
possible lighting scheme design, options and costs.  Using higher (8m) columns with higher wattage LED lanterns 
(requiring fewer) was considered but would cost more than using 6m columns.  Western Power Distribution (may 
require a 3-phase supply) costs needed to be established.  Mr Ware would draw plans for 6m column scheme and 
submit to SSE and WPD for quotations.  He needed the proposed pedestrian access point to Burston Meadow 
recreation field to be identified.  A figure of approx. £25,000 (? part of work) had been mentioned at site meeting. 
 

http://docs.middevon.gov.uk/pap/index.asp?caseref=16/00678/ARM
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage


 
11. Monitoring of Services  

M.D.D.C.  Service satisfactory – comment would not be submitted.  
D.C.C.  Mr Williams asked Cllr Way about recent surface dressing work at A377 (Crediton-Exeter) and A3072 (Bow-
Copplestone), given very high levels of dust generated (potentially adversely affecting residents and contractors), 
suggesting writing to the H.S.E.  Mr Williams (former D.C.C. Works Manager) commented the practice had been for 
road grit to be stored at lay-bys for some months so rain ‘washed’ the product but such practice now discontinued.  
It was agreed that Parish Council would submit comment re. excessive level of dust to D.C.C. 

                                                               
12. Correspondence. 

M.D.D.C. State of the District debate (rural funding against urban funding), Tiverton 25/5/16, information. 
 D.C.C. Flood Risk Management Strategy, update, info. + newsletter.  Noted. 
 Devon Communities Resilience Forum, free event ‘Becoming Resilient’ at Kenn Centre on 11/5/16, programme.  

D.C.C. temporary traffic order A3072 Chaffcombe Cross to Furzedown Cross, Copplestone, 13/4/16-19/4/16. 
 M.D.D.C. Fly a Flag for Armed Forces Day (25/6/16) and flag raising ceremony at Phoenix House 20/6/16, info. 
 D.A.L.C. Dean and Chapter of Exeter Cathedral and Lord Lieutenant of Devon inviting clerks and councillors to 
 Evensong at Exeter Cathedral on 21/4/16 to celebrate HM the Queen’s 90th birthday. 
 D.A.L.C. newsletter (Transparency Code funding, training & events, National Living Wage, new Practitioners 
 Guide for England, new edition of Arnold Baker Local Council Administration, Star Councils Awards Scheme, 
 Sect. 137 limits for 2016/17, Police and Crime Commissioner elections, etc.) 
 The Pensions Regulator, workplace pensions guide.  Noted. 
 Healthwatch Devon, Devon Safeguarding Adults Board, advisory forum workshop at Exeter on 24/5/16.   
 Devon Badger Group, invitation to a meeting re. bovine TB and badger cull, at Tiverton on 10/5/16. 
 Colebrooke Parish Council, inviting Chairman to meeting re. launch of Parish Plan, Colebrooke 17/6/16. 
 Publications:- Clerks & Councils Direct, Mid Devon Talk (new electronic version), D.C.C. Newscentre 
 ‘ConnectMe’, Healthwatch Voices, Healthwatch Devon and Healthy People (NHS NEW Devon CCG’s monthly 
 newsletter).  
 

13. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit Account £7,798.36, Current Account £17,684.18 (vat refund credited)                                     
ACCOUNTS  AUTHORISED FOR  PAYMENT      
Community First (insurance ren’l. prem. due 1/6) £150.78 
N.A.L.C. (annual subscription due 31/5 Local Council Review) £17.00 
Edworthy Media (website – manual) £90.00 

                                                                                                                                                                                   
14. Any Other Business.      

(i) Litter bin, Sanders Road.  A local resident suggested resiting the bin, submitting that since closure of Spar shop 
at The Square and the new pedestrian access provided via Wallens Meadow Close to the Co-op shop, people’s 
walking routes/habits had altered resulting in less litter deposited in that bin which had become predominantly 
(90%) used for dog waste, suggesting it would be better sited nearer the Co-op, beside the public seat on A3072.  
Parish Council’s request, April 2015, for a bin for that site and M.D.D.C.’s response had been conveyed to the 
resident.  Parish Council would await outcome of M.D.D.C.’s review, initiated spring 2015, of all litter and dog 
waste bins across the District. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

15. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 8 June 2016 at 7.30p.m. at Community Room of Bow Village Hall. 
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 9.00p.m 

 
 

 
 


