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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the  

Parish Hall Clubroom on Thursday 7 April 2016  
 

The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
  
Members present: 
Cllr D Baker (Chair)   Cllr A Reeves 

 Cllr K Anstey (left 9.30pm)   Cllr C Southcott 
 Cllr J Baker     Cllr P Taylor 
 
 Cllr G Quicke      

Cllr S Parker          
  
In attendance: J Hole, Parish Clerk, Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC, 4  members of pubic (3 
remained to end of meeting) 

 
Business to be Transacted 

Public Participation 
(i)  Police Report 

Calls for February 2016: 1 x dog on road (Langford), 5 x cow in road (NSC), 1 x RTC 
(Langford, 1 x river burst banks (Half Moon), 2 x concern for welfare (same person), 1 x 
dangerous driving (Half Moon), 1 x car off road (A377, NSC) and 1 x possible fraud 
telephone scam. 
Crimes reported to the police for February 2016: 1 x theft (money from honesty box) 

 
(ii) Public Question Time. 

 A motor bike had been abandoned in the Half Moon layby.  Clerk to report. 
The sign advertising “Fish & Chips” was blocking visibility when pulling out onto the A377.   
Cllr K Anstey to ask for it to be moved. 
Cars parking on the pavement at Half Moon bus stop were causing a problem for 
passengers  
Cllr D Baker passed his thanks to the parishioner who was going to replace the perspex in 
the Half Moon bus shelter. 
The lamp post on the village green was rusted through.  Clerk to report 
The “For Sale” sign on the Green, referring to a house for sale would be removed shortly 

 
Formal Business 

01/04/16 Apologies 
 Cllr J Ward (illness), Cllr M Squires, DCC, (personal reason) 
  
02/04/16 Declaration of interest 

Cllr D Baker reminded councillors of their responsibilities regarding declaration of interests 
and that Councillors may need to update their register of interests after the May meeting 
following the allocation of areas of responsibility.  Under the council’s code of conduct if a 
councillor has a personal interest (PI) they should declare that personal interest, but can 
discuss the issue and vote on the issue.  If a councillor has a disclosable pecuniary 
interest (DPI), they must declare it and leave the room whilst the matter is discussed.  Cllr 
D Baker advised that if a councillor had any doubt about whether or not they had an 
interest, it was better to declare it than not. 
Item 4.6 – Cllr G Quicke (DPI), Cllrs S Parker and P Taylor (PI) 
Item 5.7 – Cllr K Anstey (PI) re Parish Hall, Cllr C Southcott (PI) re Recreation Ground 
and Cllrs S Parker and P Taylor (PI) re Boniface Trail 
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03/04/16 Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 3 March 2016  
 Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
04/04/16 Mid Devon District Council 
4.1 Planning Applications: 16/00411/FULL - Removal of Condition (7) of planning permission 

07/00352/FULL to allow the office/workshop to be used as a residential annexe at Ford 
Farm, NSC – no comment 

 Two further planning applications had been received since the agenda had been sent out: 
 16/0035/FULL – Erection of woodchip storage building at Five Elms Road, NSC, EX5 5AY 

and 16/00532/FULL - Erection of replacement dwelling to include erection of a new 
store/carport at Elms House 

 Clerk to request a consultation extension from MDDC to allow discussion at the next 
Parish Council meeting and to arrange a site meeting at Elms House. 

4.2 Planning Decisions:  
 Since the agenda DCC had sent approved outline planning permission for the new School 

in Station Road.  The Education Funding Agency (EFA) were holding a consultation on 13 
April at the school where the plans could be viewed.  An invitation to this consultation had 
been included with the parish plan which had been delivered to all households in the 
parish.  It was noted that there was no provision for allotments in the new housing 
development. 

 4.3 Grass cutting update  
 4.3.1 In order to receive £89.00 from DCC, the PC is required to sign an agreement with 

DCC which specifies when the grass will be cut and to what length.   
 DCC had send the Clerk a 33-page document.  It was resolved not to sign the agreement 

and therefore not to receive the £89.00.  Cllr D Baker stated that he had raised the issue 
of paperwork with DCC’s Head of Highways. 

 4.3.2 To note the quote received to cut the grass at the entrance to the water works - 
£20.00 per cut 

 It was resolved to ask the contractor to cut the grass as and when required. 
4.4 Creedy Bridge proposed development.  E-mail sent to MDDC planning and the developer 

informing them of concerns regarding infrastructure and road safety. Developer website at 
www.creedybridge.com 

 No further details were available at this stage. 
4.5 To note response from MDDC to concerns raised over increased parking charge  
 Andrew Jarrett, Head of Finance had responded to the concerns expressed by the parish 

council, stating that monthly budget performance reports are made to Cabinet and any 
adverse effect on car parking demand that can be evidenced will be used to help shape 
future strategy. Cllr J Baker noted that new charging signs had been installed in the 
Crediton car park and asked Cllr P Hare-Scott to find out the cost of new signs across all 
MDDC car parks 

4.6 To note response from MDDC re request from Parish Council to include the proposed 
Boniface Trail in the local plan.  To agree any further action required. 

 The response from MDDC stated that the 2013-33 Local Plan was at an advanced stage 
and could not be modified to include the trail.  However, there may be scope to include the 
scheme within the Infrastructure Plan as a “local priority”.   

 To agree any further action.  Cllr G Quicke left the meeting for the remainder of this item. 
 Cllr D Baker reported that he had been verbally challenged three times by a parishioner 

about the proposed route for the Boniface trail. A councillor had circulated an e-mail 
asking for various points concerning the trail to be discussed and minuted.  Although 
supporting a policy to increase the availability of footpaths, the councillor felt that the PC 
primary objective should be to ensure that any proposed path is appropriate for the village 
as a whole and the deliverable final result is understood in terms of planning requirements 
and the impact on the village.  The map as submitted by NSC PC to MDDC was a “lazy 
sketch and artistic licence has been used to mask the true route the current proposal will 
take”.  It was not accurate with regard to the stated agreements that have been given  

http://www.creedybridge.com/
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 verbally by some landowners. Properties sharing a boundary with the route had not been 
consulted, prior to the “plan” being submitted to MDDC.  The councillor felt that the PC 
should conduct an information gathering exercise and obtain advice from the appropriate 
authorities on what a deliverable outcome for a mixed traffic cycle route though the village 
might look like, in order to meet the requirements of planning and regulations.  The 
proposed plan was not felt to be deliverable in terms of its proximity to fast moving traffic, 
dog legs and non-direct routes and this would suggest that the final path constructed 
through the village will be significantly different to that shown on the Parish Council 
documentation currently being proffered as an achievable end result.  In addition, 
concerns were expressed about the security aspect such a path might have, lighting 
issues and how inappropriate use of the path, by for example motorcycles, might be 
prohibited. As the proposed path will be a tarmacked route between Exeter and Crediton 
the traffic on this path will not be predominately local traffic and most of the people using 
the path will be unknown to those in the village. 

 In response to this e-mail Councillors noted that the map sent to MDDC by NSC PC was 
for the purpose of getting the trail into the local plan and not specific support for the 
proposed route indicated on the map.  Councillors outlined a number of benefits a trail 
would provide to the village including improving road safety by taking traffic (bikes and 
walkers) off the road and linking up various parts of the village   It was noted that a large 
proportion of the responses in the parish plan were in favour of a trail.  Cllr S Parker 
stated that the Boniface Trail group fully intended to hold a public consultation before 
planning permission was submitted and now an engineer had walked the proposed route, 
this should allow more details to be provided at the consultation including how the trail 
might look.   In any event once a planning application was submitted, near neighbours 
would be informed and have a chance to comment.  Councillors resolved that support 
would only be given to a planning application following a public consultation.  

4.7 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott 
Cllr P Hare-Scott was asked to find out if the potholes on the approach to New Estate and 
Creedy View could be filled by MDDC. 

 
05/04/16 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
 Cllr K Anstey and Cllr A Reeves 
5.2 Parish Council Payments Current Account:  
 These were agreed as: 
 
 Item Payee    Purpose                  Amount £ 

5.2.1 Hedgerow Print Parish Plan 395.00 

5.2.2 Suzanne Pearman 3 x sack trucks for CRG sheds 125.92 

5.2.3 DALC Membership fees 202.24 

5.2.4 Ian Salter Bus shelter cleaning 24.00 

5.2.5 NSC Parish Hall Hall rent – January to March 64.00 

5.2.6 GWP UK Ltd 115 Souvenir mugs  227.70 

5.2.7 M J Nicholls Grass cutting 170.00 

5.2.8 J Hole Salary,expenses,grant for website work 447.92   

   £1656.78 
It was resolved that expenditure relating to the Queen’s birthday celebration would be S137 
spending. 
 

5.3 Parish Council Receipts Current Account:  
 Item Payer    Purpose                  Amount £ 

5.3.1 DALC Raddon Hills admin payment 110.00 

5.3.2 DALC Transparency code grant for work to website 198.00 

5.3.3 Various Allotment rent   70.00 

5.3.4 DCC PROW 220.00 

 
 

  £595.00 
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A bank transfer letter was signed to transfer the P3 PROW grant from the current account 
into the footpath account 

5.4 Balances 
 5.4a Parish Council Current Account balance: £7,687.89 
 5.4b Parish Council Reserve Account balance: £841.01 
 5.4c Parish Council Footpaths Account: £541.68  
5.5 To note unaudited summary of receipts and payments for 2015 
 This was noted 
5.6 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor 
 These were noted. 
5.7 Approval of grants for payment in May and to consider any conditions attached to the 

grants:  Parish Hall: £1,200.00, Recreation Ground: £495.00, Boniface Trail: £250 (with 
£250 available if required at a later date), CRG: £520.00 VAT refund plus £380.00 
underspent budget last year.  Money to be held by PC and paid to CRG as and when 
required. 

 It was resolved to pay all the grants listed with the following to be noted: 
 The grant to the Parish Hall would end the outstanding amount due with regard to the car 

park resurfacing agreement.  At the annual car park meeting it would be necessary to 
agree how future resurfacing would be funded. 

 Recreation ground – the grant was for safety fencing and invoices would be required to 
evidence the spend. 

 The grant to the Boniface Trail was to assist the group in set up costs only and should not 
be seen as a grant towards the current proposed route.  

5.8 To consider if the Parish Council would be able to meet the difference between grant 
available and the cost of the helicopter landing facility at the Rec - estimated cost £100.00 

 It was reported that there should not be a shortfall as the work required was within the 
grant available but councillors resolved that they would fund any shortfall up to the value 
of £200.00 

 
Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 

 
06/04/16 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1 Update on provision of Wi-Fi at the Parish Hall.  Wi-Fi is considered essential at the 

Parish Hall as the Hall is the primary Incident Control Point named in the CRP.  The 
Parish Council to consider paying approx. £200.00p.a. as a grant towards the cost of Wi-
Fi provision, Parish Hall to pay approx. £70.00p.a. 

 The Parish Hall had placed the order with BT.  It was resolved to pay £200.00 per annum 
as a grant towards the cost of Wi-Fi once on receipt of a grant request from the Parish 
Hall. 

6.2 To consider where and when PC minutes are displayed. 
A parishioner had queried where they could view a copy of the minutes as these were not 
posted on noticeboards.  It was resolved that the Clerk should post a copy of the minutes 
on the village green noticeboard.  Under the transparency code it was a requirement that 
minutes were published within 4 weeks of a meeting.  It was therefore resolved to publish 
draft minutes, marked as “draft”, once these had been circulated to councillors. 

 
07/04/16 Councillor’s Reports 
7.1 Areas of Responsibility Reports 

Flowers –  it was not known when the work to the bridge in Pump Street bridge would be 
carried out so it was agreed that no flowers would be placed on the bridge this year. 
Footpaths – Cllr S Parker reported that work was being carried out on FP12 at Half Moon 
and on FP1 at Woodley, the cost of which would be covered by DCC.  Work was required 
on FP 22 near Sherwood House.  Cllr S Parker reported a number of fallen trees and 
debris in the river Creedy from the Station Road bridge.  Cllr A Reeves will contact the 
Environment Agency for advice on whose responsibility this was and report back to next 
meeting.  It was noted that the problem extended down to Half Moon. 
Quality Council – The council had been awarded Foundation level status 
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Community Speed watch – Clerk to ask the Police & Crime Commissioner office about a 
grant towards the cost of a speed camera 
School – it had not yet been agreed if the pre-school would be moving to the new school 
site 
Litter – a successful litter pick had taken place at Half Moon involving some school 
children.  A large number of Guinness cans had been litter picked and more had since 
accumulated.   Clerk to report to PCSO 

 Training – any training on Community Infrastructure Levy would be welcomed. 
Press – the new Facebook page had received 46 likes and details of planning application 
and road closures would continue to be posted. 

7.2 Surgeries:   
7.2a  Matters raised on 26 March   
 None 
7.2b Next surgery 23 April  
 Cllr A Reeves to attend 
 

08/04/16 Clerk’s Report 
8.1 Annual Parish Meeting, Thursday 28 April – update  
 Arrangements were in hand. 
8.2 To note new parish website and to consider if councillor photos should be added 

The new website was up and running.  It was resolved not to post councillor’s photos. 
 
09/04/16 Parish Council 
9.1 Allotments 
 Rent from one allotment holder was outstanding.  Clerk to send a reminder so that the 

clearance day could be arranged. 
9.2 To receive a verbal update from the Boniface Trail Group  
 A meeting had been arranged with Paul Tucker, MDDC to provide advice on grant 

applications 
9.3 Community Resilience Group Network – Village Co-ordinator rota – report from meeting   
 The meeting held on 9 March between the co-ordinators of the various village groups had 

agreed that there would be no central phone number.  Instead a list of phone numbers 
would be made available to the emergency services.  The network would meet once every 
six months in order to share information between the various groups. 

9.4 To agree notes re Queens 90th birthday celebrations  
 Cllr D Baker had circulated further details regarding arrangements.  Cllr A Reeves will 

liaise with the school regarding the presentation of mugs to the children. To date nine 
names of parishioners 90 and over had been received.  It was agreed to sell 150 tickets  
for the cream teas.  Cllr D Baker and Cllr G Quicke to liaise over buying the provisions.  

9.5 To note reply from Heavitree Brewery in response to letter from PC  
 Heavitree Brewery had replied to say that the tenancy had been offered and it was hoped 

that the pub would re-open shortly.  It was agreed that if this had not happened by the 
next meeting, another letter would be sent asking the brewery to address the issue of site 
security. 

9.6 To consider problems caused by parking in the Half Moon bus stop  
 Cars parking on the pavement was making it difficult for bus passengers to get off the bus. 
 Clerk to report parking on the pavement to the police and to follow up parking in the bus 

stop with DCC enforcement officers. 
9.7 To consider parking in Court Orchard which is causing access difficulties 
 Clerk to write to Hastoe and ask them to request that tenants do not park in front of the 

entrance to Garden House and in front of the gate to the orchard. 
9.8 To consider if a visit from the Rural Housing Enabler at Devon Communities Together to 

discuss affordable housing would be beneficial 
 Clerk to invite to June or July meeting with a 7pm start 
9.9 To note the new CPRE “Our Outdoors” Competition 2016 formerly Best Kept Village, and 

to agree any action necessary 
 Details had been circulated.  It was resolved not to enter the competition this year. 
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9.10 To adopt the Parish Plan Report 2016 and to agree how identified actions should be 
implemented. 

 Clerk to send a “thank you” to Roger Cashmore and Roger Wilkins for their work on the  
 plan.  Councillors resolved to formally adopt the plan and agreed to think about how the 

implementation of the identified actions could be best achieved.   
 
10/04/16 Devon County Council 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues 

No updates had been received.  It was noted that the road markings at Langford junction 
had been repainted. 

 Clerk to follow up the hole in the wall at Meadowlands 
10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 
 None 
10.3 Report from DALC Highways Conference on 16 March including payback scheme 

Cllr D Baker had attended the conference.  The payback scheme could offer a chapter 8 
trained team who could be employed to undertake highways work at an estimated cost of 
£100.00 per day.  Consideration to be given to putting together a list of work. 

10.4 Report from Cllr M Squires 
 No report received 
 
11/04/16 Miscellaneous Correspondence 

 An e-mail had been received asking when the police evaluation visits at Langford re 
speeding would be completed.  The Clerk had requested an update from Lisa Crocker, 
PCSO. 
A message and photo had been received via the Facebook page showing dog mess 
directly under a dog waste bin.  It was also reported that a dog was being walked down 
the school path.  Clerk to contact dog warden and request additional signs and Cllr J 
Baker to note in press report that dogs must be microchipped and to draw attention again 
to the problem of dog mess in the parish. 

 
12/04/16 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 

Bank at Langford 
Cllr D Baker encouraged councillors to consider the forthcoming elections at annual 
meeting next month. 
 

13/04/16 Date for next meeting:  FRIDAY 6 May 2016 in the Parish Hall Club Room at 7.30pm 
 

End of Formal Business 
Public Participation 
None  
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 
 
 
 


