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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Minutes of the Newton St Cyres Parish Council meeting held in the Parish Hall Clubroom on 
Monday 1 September 2014 
 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
Members Present:   
Cllr D Baker (Chairman)     Cllr S Parker    
Cllr K Anstey     Cllr T Sedgwick 
Cllr J Baker     Cllr C Southcott 
Cllr J Enright     
            
In attendance: 
Cllr P Hare-Scott MDDC (arrived 9.05pm) J Hole Parish Clerk   
4 members of the public  

Business to be Transacted 
 

Public Participation 

(i) Police Report 
 There was no police report 
(ii)   Public Question Time. 

Jock Campbell, lead for the Community Resilience Team (formally Flood Watch Group), 
talked through the draft Community Resilience Plan (CRP) which had been circulated to 
Cllrs.  The CRP aimed to provide an integrated approach and to cover a wider range of 
emergency situations, rather than just flooding, and provide ways and means of dealing 
with them.  Several areas required some input from the Parish Council and comments 
should be passed to Jock as soon as possible.  It was noted that the Parish Hall should 
include a shed in its forthcoming planning application.  Cllr D Baker thanked Jock for his 
work. 
Graeme Barnell offered to bring volunteers together in order to clear the stream and will 
speak to Jock in the first instance. 

 
Formal Business 

1/09/14 Apologies 
Cllr R Cashmore, Cllr J Walters and Cllrs M Squires and P Hare-Scott would be arriving 
later 

 
2/09/14 Declaration of Interest 
 None 
 
3/09/14 Minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 7 July 2014  
 Agreed and signed as a true record. 
 
4/09/14 Mid Devon District Council (Minuted here but taken after item 10.6) 
4.1 Planning Applications:  

14/00984/LBC -  Sweetham Bridge, Station Road - Listed Building Consent for 
replacement/repair of stones around arch, retaining walls, wingwalls and spandrels and 
installation of concrete saddle – no comment.   It was noted that this work had been 
delayed although no official notification had been received by the Parish Council.  Clerk 
to check 
14/01259/DET - Home Farm Newton St Cyres Devon - Licensing application – no 
comment 
13/01341/FULL/NMA - Non-Material Amendment at Land and Buildings at Smallbrook 
Barn - Conversion of an agricultural building to dwelling - Non Material Amendments to 



Page 2 of 5 

 

change garage to utility room and render wall instead of garage door, addition of 5 velux 
windows, a wood burner flue and change door to window on southwest elevation – no 
comment 
14/01332/MOUT Outline for a mixed use development comprising of a primary school and 
pre-school with ancillary facilities including sports pitch and parking and turning area; 
erection of up to 25 dwellings with parking and open space at land east of Station Road, 
Newton St Cyres – Clerk to reply that items 14, 15 and 17 (enhanced pedestrian 
crossing, improvements to the junction and  
enhanced vehicle arrangements on the narrow part of Station Road) as detailed on the 
Plan are considered to be essential, and mandatory and not “potential”. 

4.2 Planning Decisions: 
14/00984/LBC - Sweetham Bridge,Station Road - granted  

4.3 Report from Cllr Hare-Scott 
The Local Plan Review timetable had been delayed.  The budgetary review was 
continuing. The Conservation area in NSC was under review and further details would be 
provided at a later date.  Cllr P Hare-Scott reported that the side fence and the gate 
bordering the car park behind Shuttern Close was not the responsibility of MDDC and that 
it would not be carrying out any future repairs.  Clerk to notify Parish Hall that it is their 
responsibility to repair.  Cllr C Southcott reported a dangerous tree outside 10 Court 
Orchard. 

4.4 To consider TAP application from NSC Football Club 
This was deferred until the November meeting to allow other organisation to put in TAP 
applications.  Cllr J Baker to put a note in the Newton Wonder to advise organisations 
that funding may be available. 

 
5/09/14 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
 Cllr K Anstey and Cllr J Enright 
5.2 Parish Council payments Current Account:  
a) The payments made in August and signed by Cllr D Baker and Cllr J Baker were ratified: 
 
 Item Payee Purpose    Amount £ 

5.2.1a NSC Parish Hall Rent for Club Room   72.00 

5.2.2a M J Nicholls Grass cutting 125.00 

5.2.3a J Hole Salary and Expenses 236.28 

                      £433.28 
b) Payments for September 2014 

 These were agreed as: 
 
 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.2.1b Philip Keen New NSC village sign 285.00 

5.2.2b John Quicke Rent for Allotment and footpath   22.00 

5.2.3b John Quicke Arboretum Licence   10.00 

5.2.4b Pennymoor Timber New post for Village sign 108.00 

5.2.5b J Hole Salary and Expenses 239.23 

                      £664.23 
5.3 Parish Council receipts  
 None 
5.4          Balances 
 5.4.a   Parish Council Current Account balance – £8,382.74 (after above payments) 
 5.4.b   Parish Council Reserve Account balance – £840.16 
 5.4.c   Footpaths Account – £513.46 
5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor  
 These were noted. 
 

Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 
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6/09/14 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1 War Memorial 
 Cllr C Southcott reported that he had been offered a granite post which could be used as 

a War Memorial to be situated on the Village Green.  Cllr S Parker and Cllr C Southcott 
to view the granite and assess its suitability. 

6.2 Car Park Management meeting 
 The draft minutes of the meeting held on 24 July 2014 had been circulated. It was noted 

that previously, as a registered charity, the Hall had been exempt from business rates but 
this year they  

 had received a bill for the car park.  Clerk to ask Cllr P Hare-Scott for clarification.  
Disabled parking bays would be considered in the new development.   Clerk to inform 
Parish Hall that risk assessment was approved. 

6.3 Clerks Appraisal meeting  
 Notes from the Clerks Appraisal meeting held on 16 July 2014 had been circulated.  The 

recommendation from the Personnel Sub-Committee that the Clerk receive a bonus of an 
extra month’s salary was approved. 

6.4 Precept meeting and notification of Council Tax reduction scheme 2015/16 
 It was agreed to hold the Precept meeting in December rather than January.  MDDC had 

notified the Parish that the Council Tax Reduction Scheme will be reduced in 2015/16.  
This will mean that more of any precept increase will be passed on to parishioners. 

6.5 Community Council of Devon Membership  
 It was agreed to join the Community Council of Devon.  Membership was £50.00 per 

annum. 
6.6 Superfast broadband including open Wi-Fi 
 It was noted on the Connecting Devon and Somerset website, an area was shown as 

connected as long as 50% of houses could access Superfast broadband and Newton St 
Cyres was considered to be connected.  However, there are many areas in the Parish 
which are not connected.  Some areas, within the parish are under evaluation and will get 
connected eventually but 5% of areas are outside the current scheme and are considered 
too remote.  These areas include Langford, Half Moon and Bernaville Nursery.   Clerk to 
draft letter asking for a scheme review and copy to Mel Stride, MP.  It was noted that 
currently there was no open Wi-Fi in the village and it was felt that this would be 
advantageous to the village to have in the Parish Hall and Recreation Ground.  Clerk to 
investigate. 

6.7 Best Kept Village Competition – to agree a date for presentation of runner up certificate 
 Newton St Cyres were runner-up in the Past Winner – Large Village category.  A copy of 

the report had been circulated  to Cllrs and put in the Newton Wonder.  It was agreed to 
try and arrange for the presentation of the certificate at the same time as publicity for the 
Harrington Hump at the station and the new village sign.  Mel Stride, MP had stated he 
would attend for Station publicity.  Cllr D Baker to suggest a date and Clerk to arrange. 

6.8 Modernisation of NSC Post Office 
 The Partner outreach service was being changed to one of the new-style local branches 

which would enable the range of Post office products and services to be extended.  Cllr J 
Baker to put note in Newton Wonder. 

6.9 Representation on outside bodies and Code of Conduct 
 Cllr D Baker reminded Cllrs who act as Parish Council reps on other bodies to point out 

when they are stating a personal opinion rather than a Parish Council opinion.  
 
7/09/14 Councillor’s Reports  
7.1 Areas of Responsibility reports including Risk Assessments  

The Risk Assessment report had been circulated and its content were noted.  The Risk 
Assessments for Litter, Community Speed Watch and Neighbourhood Watch remained 
unchanged. 

 Bus shelters – Clerk to book cleaning 
 Noticeboards – Cllr J Waters to obtain a quote for a bigger board at Sand Down Lane 
 Village Green – Cllr D Baker to obtain a quote for weed killing treatment 
 Footpath – arrangements were in hand to create a new footpath at Half Moon 
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Raddon Hills – the next meeting was 24 September and the police and DCC Highways 
would be in attendance.  
Speedwatch – a new member had joined the group.  A site at Half Moon was currently 
being tested by the Police.   However, unless support from Half Moon residents was 
forthcoming, the site would not be used as the existing Speedwatch team was too small. 

 Community Support Group – A garden party had taken place 
 School – a meeting to be arranged shortly 

Development Sub Group – a meeting had been arranged for 16 September.  It was hoped 
that it would be a community led plan, supported by the Parish Council rather than a 
Parish Council plan. 
Litter – a new volunteer was required for West Town.  Cllr J Baker to put note in 
Newton Wonder 
Village flowers – Clerk to write and thank Ian and Thelma for watering the plants in Pump 
Street. 

 
7.2 Surgeries: 

7.2a  Matters raised on 26 July and 23 August 2014 
26 July: 
- The sign at Half Moon was obscured – Cllr K Anstey to check. 
- Footpath from Court Barton lane overgrown – this was a Quickes permissive path. 
- Parking at back of Post Office – this had been discussed last month and it was 

suggested that the hedge is cut back further 
 

- Bus stop – cars being sold left there all day – not currently an issue 
- Clarification at the Half Moon bus stop showing which end parking is available – Clerk 

to chase with Cllr M Squires. 
23 August:  
-  No issued raised. 

 7.2.b  Next Surgery 27 September 2014 
 Cllr J Enright to attend. 
 
8/09/14 Clerk’s Report 
8.1 Grants to Local Organisations 

Cllr J Baker to put a copy of the grant policy in the Newton Wonder with a deadline of 
the middle of November for applications to be with the Clerk.  Cllr D Baker stated that he 
would be attending a meeting with the Church to discuss ways of maintaining the 
churchyard. 

 
9/09/14 Parish Council 
9.1 Allotments  

9.1.a Report – Cllr K Anstey 
Clerk to ask Quickes to top the allotments.  Clerk to write to all tenants informing 
them that no decision has been taken to move the allotments. 

9.2 Village Sign update 
Cllr S Parker had installed the new sign and was thanked by Cllr D Baker for all his work.  
There was a plaque for the Jubilee and it was suggested that this be continued.  A letter of 
thanks had been received from the twinning association for the inclusion of Rots on the 
sign. 

9.3 Update on flooding issues including last meeting on 27/8  
The minutes of the Community Resilience Group had been circulated.  Steve Densham, 
MDDC, had walked all the relevant water courses and spoken to relevant people.  
Generally it was felt that things were progressing positively and there appeared a lot of 
good will to make the changes necessary.  Cllr D Baker thanked Cllr R Cashmore for his 
work. 

9.4 Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 
The Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014 required the Parish Council 
to amend their standing orders to reflect the fact that parish meetings could now be filmed 
and recorded.  Clerk to draft amendment for next meeting. 
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10/09/14 Devon County Council 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues  

I. Langford Road.  Awaiting depth markers to be installed by the stream – these might be 
installed as part of the flooding work. 

II. Half Moon Bus stop - Cllr S Parker to look at removal of the old bus pole.  Car parking in 
bus stop layby – Clerk to chase with Cllr M Squires  

III. Footpath at the bottom of School Hill.  Adverse camber makes it dangerous for mobility 
scooters – Clerk to chase with Cllr M Squires 

IV. Enforcement on Network Rail of hedges by Beer Engine – Cllr M Squires to follow up 
V. Signpost for Woodley and Sherwood – broken.  Cllr S Parker to action 
VI. Shutten brook at  Meadlowlands in West Town – this had been identified in Steve 

Densham’s flooding report and would hopefully be looked at as part of the flooding work 
VII. Sand Down Lane between Ridgeway House and Coldharbour  - sunken road – Cllr C 

Southcott to discuss with Bob King 
VIII. Bank at Station House – Clerk had e-mailed Network Rail and sent a photograph 
IX. Height of trees at Half Moon bus stop – these would be cut when the allotment hedge was  

cut.  Clerk to confirm with contractor 
10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 

None identified 
10.3 Salt Bins 
 It was noted that the salt in the bins was solid.  Cllr T Sedgwick to inspect. 
10.4   Invitation to Devon Highways Parish and Town Council Conference – 17/29 September 

Details had been circulated. 
10.5   Report from Cllr M Squires 

Cllr P Hare-Scott gave apologies for Cllr M Squires. 
10.6   Trains stopping at NSC station 

Cllr D Baker had written to Mel Stride, MP to gain his support for trying to increase the 
frequency of trains that stop at the station.  
 

11/09/14 Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 The Tour of Britain cycle race will pass through Newton St Cyres on 11 September 2014. 

DALC AGM and Conference is taking place on Saturday 11 October at Westpoint – Cllr D 
Baker to attend. 

 Healthwatch Devon were looking for volunteers.  
 
12/09/14 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 
 Parish Council elections next year 
 To consider a different day or time for meetings 
 
It was noted that the Clerk had been appointed as Shobrooke Parish Clerk as well as Newton St 
Cyres. 
 
13/09/14 Date of next meeting: Monday 6 October 2014 in the Clubroom, Parish Hall, 7.30 pm 

 
End of Formal Business 

 
Public Participation 
None 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm. 


