
Page 1 of 5 

 

 

Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 3 November 2014 

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
Members Present:   
Cllr D Baker (Chairman)     Cllr S Parker 
Cllr K Anstey     Cllr T Sedgwick 
Cllr J Baker     Cllr C Southcott 
Cllr R Cashmore    Cllr J Walters  
Cllr J Enright      
              
In attendance: 
J Hole Parish Clerk   
4 members of the public (1 left 7.45pm, 1 left 8.55pm) 

Business to be Transacted 
 

Public Participation 
(i) Police Report 
 There was no report 
(ii) Public Question Time.   
 No comments 
 

Formal Business 
 
1/11/14 Apologies 
 Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC and Cllr M Squires, DDC 
 
2/11/14 Declaration of Interest 
 Item 5.2.8 - Cllr S Parker and Item 9.4 – Cllr J Walters 
 
3/11/14 Minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 6 October 2014  
 Agreed and signed as a true record. 
 
4/11/14 Mid Devon District Council 

4.1 Planning Applications:  

 14/01693/FULL – erection of extension to garage, Pines, Newton St Cyres - No comment 

14/01568/FULL – erection of an extension to provide store room, internal alterations and 

improvements, Parish Hall, Newton St Cyres - No comment 

The following application had been received after the Agenda had been sent out.  Details 
had been circulated to Cllrs and it was agreed to consider the application at this meeting: 
Application 14/01801/LBC for internal alterations and insertion of extractor fan on east 

elevation at Coburg Cottage – no comment 

4.2 Planning Decisions: 

14/01405/Full – Change of use of store room to function room at Hanlons Brewery Hill 

Farm – permission granted. 

4.3 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott 

There was no report.  A list of statutory and non-statutory functions had been requested 

and received from MDDC but was still to be received from DCC. 
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4.4 To consider a request from MDDC to make a financial contribution to the upkeep of the 

toilets at St Lawrence Green, Crediton  

 Details had been circulated to Cllrs.  It was resolved not to make a financial contribution to 

the upkeep of the toilets at St Lawrence Green, Crediton.  Clerk to advise 

4.5 Review of Polling Place and Polling Stations - to consider views on location of polling 

stations and their suitability as requested by MDDC Electoral Services  

Details of the review had been circulated to Cllrs.  It was agreed that the current polling 

station at the Parish Hall remained suitable and no changes were required.  Clerk to 

advise 

4.6 To consider an application from Sandford Parish Hall for TAP funding 

 Details had been circulated to Cllrs and all were in favour.  Clerk to advise. 

 
5/11/14 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 

 Cllr J Enright and Cllr J Baker. 

5.2 Parish Council payments Current Account:  

 These were agreed as: 

 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.2.1 NSC Parish Hall Electricity for outside lamp   30.00 

5.2.2 NSC Parish Hall Hall rent   40.00 

5.2.3 M J Nicholls Grass cutting Sep x 2 160.00 

5.2.4 Ian Salter Bus Shelter cleaning   24.00 

5.2.5 Mike Shelston Trimming hedges at allotments/bus stop 171.00 

5.2.6 NSC Recreation Ground Remainder of grant    95.00 

5.2.7 DALC Conference attendance D Baker   20.00 

5.2.8 Stephen Parker General maintenance esp signs   50.00 

5.2.9 J Hole Salary and Expenses  229.48 

5.2.10 HMRC PAYE due      0.80 

                      £820.28 
 It was noted that Clerk expenses would be split between Shobrooke and NSC. 

5.3 Parish Council receipts  

 None 

5.4         Balances 

 5.4.a   Parish Council Current Account balance – £6,821.95 (after above payments) 

 5.4.b   Parish Council Reserve Account balance – £840.37 

 5.4.c   Footpaths Account – £513.46 

5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor 

 These were noted. 

 
Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 

 
6/11/14 Matters raised by the Chair 

6.1 Update on possibility of War Memorial 

 The Clerk reported that most grants that were available were to maintain existing war 

memorials rather than provide new ones.  It was agreed to take no further action on 

providing a war memorial. 

6.2 Report from village celebration afternoon held 26 October 

 The afternoon had gone well and a letter of thanks had been received from Mel Stride, 

MP.   
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6.3 Update on Churchyard 

 Cllr D Baker had met with John Quicke who was discussing with his partners the 

possibility of selling some land to the Parish Council. 

6.4 Update on community-led parish plan  

 The minutes from the last meeting had been circulated.  The consultation event had taken 

place and the next meeting would use the comments generated to put together the 

questionnaire.   

6.5 Community Shop 

 A public meeting had been called for Saturday 15 November to determine if there was any 

interest in running a community shop as the current occupiers of the shop and post office 

had stated their intention to retire in the next 1-2 years.  If the business cannot be sold as 

a going concern it will be closed and changed back into a residence. 

6.6 Report from DALC Conference 

 Cllr D Baker reported that subscriptions to DALC would rise by 2%.  The Quality Council 

scheme was being re-branded as the Local Council Awards Scheme and would have 3 

levels. Highways would not replace salt in bins, or grit as many roads.   A new Road 

Warden scheme was being set up and Councils were being asked to identify road which 

could be closed.  Cllr D Baker will circulate details of the Highways survey which Cllrs 

could complete. 

6.7 To consider how the Parish Council could engage with young people 

 Young people was defined as 25 or under.  Cllrs were asked to give some thought to the 

matter for the next meeting. 

6.8 Road Priorities – to consider which roads are a priority in our parish and identify using a 

traffic light system (red, yellow, green), also to identify which roads could be closed 

permanently and revert to green lanes 

 It was likely that roads would be identified and closed whether or not the Parish Council 

assisted with the process.  This would be a job for the Road Warden. 

6.9 Road Wardens – to consider which Cllrs could be road wardens and what services we 

could take on. 

 It was agreed to draft a paper to take to the next Raddon Hill Meeting with a view to 

splitting costs between parishes for work taken on.  Clerk to draft and to obtain details 

of the Road Warden Scheme including what materials are available. 

 

7/11/14 Councillor’s Reports  

7.1 Areas of Responsibility  

 Noticeboard – Cllr J Walters to chase new noticeboard for Sand Down Lane 

 Village Green – Clerk reported that the advise was not to prune the trees further. 

Footpaths – A footpath post had been pulled out in Sand Down Lane.  Various works were 

being undertaken on various footpaths around the parish.  Cllr S Parker reported 

considerable progress was being made with the Crediton to Exeter cycle/footpath and if 

agreed would allow a safe passage from Half Moon to the new proposed school site.  The 

DCC sign posted on the Sweetham Bridge was concerning Rights of Way. 

 Community Speedwatch – the first session had taken place at Half Moon. 

Links with School – Cllr D Baker reported that he had attended the planning meeting and 

that outline planning for the new school had been granted.  The Education Funding 

Agency (EFA) were still to confirm where the new school will be built and it was hoped 

they would make this decision before Christmas.  It was noted that if the decision is taken 

to build on the existing school site, planning permission would still need to be obtained.  A  
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speed restriction of 20mph should be considered for the village as a pedestrian crossing 

would not be possible due to proximity of roads joining the A377. Clerk to advise 

Highways 

 

7.2 Surgeries: 

7.2a  Matters raised on 25 October 2014  

Dog mess in Pump Street – Clerk to source stickers.  Cllr J Baker to put a note in 

Newton Wonder warning of the penalties of dog fouling. 

Tree in the stream in West Town – this had been reported to Quickes who would arrange 

for its removal. 

Hedge by Railway Bridge near Recreation Ground – Clerk to seek assistance from  Mel 

Stride, MP, and inform him of the outstanding enforcement order. 

7.2b   Next Surgery 22 November 2014   

 Cllr K Anstey to attend. 

 

8/11/14 Clerk’s Report 

8.1 To consider arrangements for Annual Parish Meeting 2015 

This would take place on Thursday 30 April and Cllrs were asked to consider if a speaker 

would be required and if so who should be invited. 

  

9/11/14 Parish Council 

9.1 Allotments  

9.1.a Report – Cllr K Anstey 

 Nothing to report 

9.2 Update on flooding issues/Community Resilience Group 

 The next and final meeting would take place on Monday 10 November.  Cllr R Cashmore 

reported that both MDDC and DCC had outstanding issues to answer.  Flood warden 

training would take place in January. 

9.3 To consider date for Parish Council open event 2015  

 It was agreed to hold the open event on 28 March in the Club Room, in conjunction with 

the mini market.  Clerk to book room. 

9.4 To consider directional signs for the Golf Course 

 Pictures of the sign had been circulated and Cllrs were in favour as long as it was within 

the permitted size.  Clerk to advise. 

9.5 Special bus services during Great West Run (GWR) 

 It was noted that Stagecoach had run a special service on the day of the GWR from 

Crediton to Bernaville Garden Centre.  Clerk to write and thank. 

9.6 Cleaning gutters in the village 

 It was noted that a parishioner had been clearing the gutters.  Clerk to write and thank. 

 

10/11/14 Devon County Council 

10.1 Outstanding Highways issues  

There was no progress on current outstanding issues.  Clerk to ask Cllr M Squires for 

update. 

10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 

None identified for DCC, although it was noted that the no cycling sign by the Court 

Orchard path had been damaged. 

10.3 Report from Cllr M Squires 

There was no report. 
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11/11/14 Miscellaneous Correspondence 

The Local Government Boundary Commission for England had formally commenced an 

electoral review of Devon County Council.  Clerk to put on Agenda for next meeting. 

  

12/11/14 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 

The Christmas newsletter would be available at the next meeting. 

 

13/11/14 Date of next meeting: Monday 1 December 2014 in the Clubroom, Parish Hall, 7.30 pm 

 

End of Formal Business 

Public Participation 

 

It was suggested that the Parish Council purchase dog mess bags and also considered a volunteer 

dog warden.  Clerk to put on Agenda for next month.  Cllr J Baker to obtain prices. 

 

The meeting closed at 9.25pm 


