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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Minutes of meeting held on Monday 2 March 2015 

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
Members Present:   
Cllr D Baker (Chairman)   Cllr S Parker  
Cllr K Anstey     Cllr T Sedgwick 
Cllr J Baker     Cllr C Southcott 
Cllr R Cashmore    Cllr J Walters 
Cllr J Enright      
              
In attendance: 
Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC    J Hole Parish Clerk   
8 members of the public (3 left at 8pm) 
 

Business to be Transacted 
Public Participation 

 
Cars parking in the bus stop at Half Moon – this should be reported to the police on 101. 
Request for trees/hedges to be trimmed further by the Half Moon Bus stop, Exeter side  – Clerk to 
report to Highways 
Litter in Half Moon layby – MDDC had recently litter picked this area 
Was advertising in the bus shelter at Half Moon allowed?  – It was confirmed that this was not 
allowed. 
Could the pavement on the Exeter side of PR Cars be extended? – Clerk to put on Agenda for 
next meeting. 
A representative from the Arboretum Committee spoke against the proposal to include the 
Arboretum in the Conservation area 
The homeowner outlined the reasons for the planning application 14/01995. 
 

Formal Business 
 

1/03/15 Apologies 
 Cllr M Squires (DCC) 
 
2/03/15 Declaration of Interest 
 Item 4.1 – Cllr C Southcott re planning application 15/00231 
 
3/03/15 Minutes of the last meeting held on Monday 26 January 2015  
 Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
4/03/15 Mid Devon District Council 
4.1 Planning Applications:   

15/000154/CAT - intention to fell a willow tree in the conservation area at Glebe House – 
no comment 
15/00231/FULL – Sub-division of dwelling and erection of extensions to form 2 semi-
detached two-storey dwellings and provision of 2 garages at Fairbank, Station Road, NSC 
– no comment 

4.2 Planning Decisions: 
14/01912/FULL and Listed Building consent – Erection of single storey extension at 2 
Silks Cottages, NSC – permission granted 
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14/01995/FULL – Erection of first floor to dwelling including raising and alteration of roof at 
West Green, Langford  - permission granted 
14/01852/FULL - Variation of condition (2) of planning permission 11/01355/FULL to allow 
the substitution of previously approved plans – at Langford Park Nursery Home, Langford 
– permission granted 

4.3 To consider the proposed conservation area appraisal and management plan  
A public consultation event had been run by MDDC in the Village Hall.  It was noted that 
the plan contained a few minor inaccuracies.  As noted in the public session, The Friends 
of the Arboretum had stated their intention to object to the inclusion of the Arboretum and 
a draft letter had been circulated to Cllrs.  After discussion it was agreed to support the 
Friends of the Arboretum and to object to the inclusion of the Arboretum in the 
Conservation area.  The objection was based on the fact that there is every intention to 
retain the arboretum as such and there is already an active management plan in place.  In 
addition the requirement to obtain planning permission for felling trees would be very 
onerous.  No comment was made on the inclusion of Newton House and West Town, 
although why Laundry Cottages had not been included was not clear.  Clerk to seek 
clarification from MDDC and object to the inclusion of the Arboretum in the plan. 

4.3 To consider Local Plan Review Proposed Submission (2013-2033) and Community 
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Draft Charging Schedule Consultation 
A public consultation event had been held in Crediton by MDDC.  The plan included the 
proposed new school in Station Road and 25 houses by the new school.  The request by 
the Parish Council to allow some sensitive village infill at Half Moon was not in the plan 
and there was no mention of CIL funding raised from developments north of the Newton 
St Cyres being allocated towards road improvements south of Crediton.   

4.4 To consider the Open Space and Play Area Strategy document  
It was noted that the document did not include the Village Green or the Arboretum.  Clerk to 
advise MDDC. 

4.6 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott 
Cllr P Hare-Scott reported that the Budget had been agreed and that MDDC portion of the 
Council tax would not be increased for 2015/16. 

 
5/03/15 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
 Cllr J Enright and Cllr J Baker 
5.2 Parish Council payments Current Account:  
 These were agreed as: 
 

 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.2.1 S & S Sheds SW CRG – 2 x sheds  (already paid) 800.00 

5.2.2 NSC Recreation 
Ground 

Grant for play equipment 500.00 

5.2.3 DALC Training course for Clerk 50/50 split with 
Shobrooke 

  15.00 

5.2.4 J Hole Salary and Expenses February  288.09 

5.2.5 HMRC PAYE due   13.00 

            £1,616.09 
 

Clerk to advise Recreation Ground that the £500 must be used only for the new play 
equipment.         
 

5.3 Parish Council receipts  
 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.3.1 Thorverton PC Purchase of old NSC noticeboard    100.00 

                         £100.00 
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5.4   Balances 

5.4.a   Parish Council Current Account balance – £5,518.18 (after above payments/ 
receipts) 

 5.4.b   Parish Council Reserve Account balance – £840.44 
 5.4.c   Footpaths Account – £347.83 
5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor  
 These were noted. 
 

Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 
 
6/03/15 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1 Dog fouling – update on discussions with dog warden 
 It was noted that there had been a lot of fouling recently especially up Pump Street.  The 

Clerk reported that a parishioner had come forward to make a witness statement about a 
dog fouling and the owner not picking up.  The Dog Warden will now visit the dog owner 
and may be able to issue a fine.   It was noted that the Arboretum was supplying disposal 
bags.  The Clerk was asked to look at possible dog DNA testing.  Cllr J Baker to put 
a note in Newton Wonder advising that fines for fouling could be £1,000 and stating the 
intention to look at DNA testing. 

6.2 Community Support Steering Group  
 A discussion paper on the future direction of the Community Support Group had been 

circulated and a Community Support Steering Group had been set up to reassess the role 
and focus of the Group and to look at ways of incorporating all the support groups in the 
village.  It was agreed that a Community Liaison Officer would be elected at the Annual 
Council meeting.  Clerk to put on the May agenda.  

6.3 Buckingham Palace Garden Party 
 It was noted that Cllr S Parker would be attending the Garden Party in May. 
6.4 To consider the proposal by the Newton Wonder to launch a community website 
 It was reported that the Editorial team at the Newton Wonder were setting up a Parish 

website. It was agreed that once set up the current Parish Council website would be just 
for Parish Council information and all the other information about village groups would be 
removed.  Clerk to action when appropriate. 

6.5 Update on Churchyard 
 It was reported that John Quick had offered to donate to the Parish Council an area of 

land between the existing graveyard and the Arboretum to be used as an extension to the 
existing graveyard when required.  Legal expenses would need to be paid and an 
estimate of expenses had been requested.  It was resolved to accept this offer.  Clerk to 
thank John Quicke and accept the offer.  Cllr D Baker and Cllr S Parker will visit the 
site and measure the area in order to obtain quotes for fencing, for which it was hoped 
funding might be obtained from Cllr M Squires locality budget.  Clerk to investigate 
duties of a burial authority. 

 
7/03/15 Councillor’s Reports  
7.1 Areas of Responsibility   
 Bus shelters – Clerk to arrange cleaning for April 

Noticeboards – Sticky notices had been placed on the boards in Tytheing Close and Sand 
Down Lane and notices had been stapled.  The organisation responsible had been 
contacted. 
Seats – Village Green seat to be restained in better weather 
Village Green – Cllr S Parker to put weedkiller down 
Parish Hall – There was still a vacancy for a Caretaker 
Footpaths – Annual returns and grant requests had been sent to DCC. The path by 
Woodley required work and various stiles needed repair. 
Station – A letter had been received from Mel Stride, MP which indicated that First Great 
Western will now consider the request to increase the number of trains which stop at 
Newton St Cyres. 
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School – An update from Chris Cooper, DCC gave no firm date for the commencement of 
building works and stated that South Molton College would be built first.  There was a 
short fall in money to build on the new school site, but this did not appear to take into 
account the possible sale of the old school site.  Quickes had reported that S106 funding 
had been holding up the Housing Development proposal.  Cllr P Hare-Scott requested to 
be kept informed of any further delays. 
Community led Parish plan – this was progressing and the next meeting would finalise the 
questionnaire which it was hoped would be distributed to all households with the Annual 
Parish Council report in May. 

 Arboretum – AGM was on 22 April. 
 Information Board at Half Moon  – Clerk to put on next Agenda 

Reference packs – Cllrs were requested to bring their packs to the next meeting if they 
were not standing for re-election. 

7.2 Surgeries: 
7.2a  Matters raised on 28 February 2015 
Potholes on School Hill.  Clerk to report to DCC.  For future reference problems can be 
reported to DCC at www.devon.gov.uk click on “Report it”.  Cllr J Baker to note in press 
report for Newton Wonder. 
A parishioner had reported problems with vehicles parking opposite the entrance to 
Woodlands and had raised the issue with the Police. 
7.2.b  Next Surgery 28 March 2015 to include election surgery in Club room  
Cllr J Enright would attend to the Parish Council stall. All Cllrs were requested to attend 
the election surgery where possible.  Clerk to provide display.  Copies of the Good 
Councillor Guide had been ordered. 

 
8/03/15 Clerk’s Report 
8.1 Update on Annual Parish Meeting  

A list of organisations to be invited to the meeting had been circulated.  It was noted that 
Cllr P Hare-Scott would not be able provide a report due to election restrictions.  The 
poster advertising the meeting would be put up in April.  Clerk to provide agenda. 
Refreshments would be provided. 

8.2 Quality Council – to consider if we should apply for Local Council Award Scheme status 
 The Clerk advised that Foundation Level status should be possible with minimal work.  It 

was agreed to register for the Scheme at a cost of £50.  Clerk to register. 
 
9/03/15 Parish Council 
9.1 Allotments  

9.1.a Report and to consider allotment rent   
It was agreed that allotment rents should remain at £10 per year as at present even 
though this would probably result in a shortfall in income over maintenance costs.  Clerk 
to arrange for allotments to be topped in April/May. 

9.2 Community Resilience Group (CRG)  
 9.2a To formally adopt the Community Resilience Plan  

A copy of the plan had been circulated to Cllrs.  It was agreed to formally adopt the plan 
and a vote of thanks was proposed to Jock Campbell for all his work.  Cllr J Baker to 
note in Press Report 

 9.2b: Update on progress  
Two sheds had been purchased and another was on order.  Supplies to go in the shed 
were being purchased.  The rain guage had been installed and the list of contact names 
would need to be agreed.  Clerk to invite Graeme Barnell to the next meeting.  An extra 
£1,069.00 of grant funding had been received from DCC. 

9.3 Update on proposed A377 Cycle/Footpath 
A working party had been established and the first meeting would take place on Monday 9 
March.  Progress had been made with regard to the route the path could take from 
Ashfields through Half Moon.  Cllr S Parker reported a productive meeting with David 
Black, Head of Planning, Transportation and Environment at DCC who was broadly 
supportive of the plan and would assist where able.  It was hoped that the path would  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/
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provide disabled access and would also link to other walks.  A vote of thanks was 
proposed to Cllr S Parker for his work. 

 
10/03/15 Devon County Council 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues  

I. Langford Road.  Awaiting depth markers to be installed by the stream – the CRG had 
applied for funding from DCC to buy the depth markers for Langford. 

II. Footpath at the bottom of School Hill.  Adverse camber makes it dangerous for mobility 
scooters – no news 

III. Enforcement on Network Rail of hedges by Beer Engine – details passed to Bob King – 
Clerk to chase 

IV. Road surface on bank at Station House – no news 
V. No cycle sign at Court Orchard – request sent to Bob King – Clerk to chase 

10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 
Road signs were not being collected after the work had finished.  Clerk to report. 

10.3 To consider the current consultation on bus services  
The link to the DCC consultation website had been circulated.  The proposed cuts would 
mean no buses between Crediton and Exeter after 8pm.  The use of double decker buses 
at quiet times of the day was questioned.  It was agreed that it would be better to cut the 
frequency of busses during the day rather than cut totally the service in the evening.  It 
was resolved to object to the proposed evening cuts to the number 5 bus.  Clerk to 
action.      

10.4 A377 recent traffic accidents 
There had been a spate of recent accidents on the A377, some fatal.  It had been 
reported at the Raddon Hills meeting that the accidents were due to driver error, possibly 
drink driving and speed.  Clerk to request site meeting with DCC to discuss possible 
action to be taken.   It was noted that the red rumble strips at the beginning of the 30mph 
signs were no longer working 

10.5  Report from Cllr M Squires 
There was no report. 
 

12/03/15 Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 None 
 

13/03/15 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 
 It was noted that a parishioner had been clearing the weeds on a voluntary basis on the 

path and near the road at School Hill and that a reflective jacket should always be worn.  
This work had not been sanction by the Parish Council.  Cllr C Southcott to visit the 
County Archives to check if the Recreation Club was 50 years old this year. 

 
14/03/15 Date for next meeting:  Monday 13 April 2015 in the Clubroom, Parish Hall, 7.30 pm 
 

End of Formal Business 
Public Participation 

 
Clarification was given on where the village infill at Half Moon might be. 
An update was provided on the problems of brewery waste at Half Moon being discharged into the 
drains.  Environmental Health were aware of the problem. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.35pm 
 
 
 


