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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 

Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish 
Hall Clubroom on Thursday 4 June 2015  

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 

 
Members present: 
Cllr D Baker (Chair)    Cllr A Reeves 
Cllr K Anstey     Cllr C Southcott 
Cllr J Baker     Cllr P Taylor 
Cllr G Quicke     Cllr J Ward 
   
In attendance: Cllr M Squires, DCC (left 8pm) Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC (arrived 8.35pm),  
  J Hole Parish Clerk, 6 members of the public (3 remained until the end of the 

meeting) 
 

Business to be Transacted 
Public Participation 

I. Police Report 
 There was no report 

II. Public Question Time 
A parishioner reported that in March a train had not stopped at the Harrington Hump.  A 
letter had been written to First Great Western who had promised the matter would be 
addressed but to date no further correspondence had been received.  Cllr C Southcott 
confirmed that he was monitoring the situation and he had seen the train not stop at the 
Harrington Hump once and was aware that another passenger had seen it happen twice.   
The speed of traffic in Langford Road was causing concern.  Clerk to report to police 
and ask them to attend and monitor. 

   
Formal Business 

1/06/15 Apologies 
 Cllr S Parker – holiday 
 
2/06/15 Declaration of Interest 
 Item  5.2.5 – Cllr D Baker cheque 
 
3/06/15 Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 14 May 2015 
 Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
4/06/15 Mid Devon District Council 
4.1 Planning Applications:   
 None 
4.2 Planning Decisions: 
 15/00511 - Formation of new vehicular access at Castlands Farm – permission granted 
 It was noted that planning permission for Hanlons Brewery had been refused. 
4.3 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott (minuted here but taken after 9.8) 

Further cuts by government would make it likely that car parks and public conveniences 
would be passed to Parish Councils to maintain.  A lot of comments had been received on 
the Local Plan.  Planning training would be available for councillors and further details 
would follow.  The results of the consultation regarding the expansion of the Conservation 
area were expected soon. 
Cllr P Hare-Scott was asked if a “beware of children playing” sign could be considered for 
New Estate.   
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5/06/15 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
 Cllr J Baker and Cllr C Southcott 
5.2 Parish Council payments Current Account:  
 These were agreed as: 
 

 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.2.1 NSC Parish Hall Grant (£600 car park and £500 grant) 1,100.00 

5.2.2 NALC Local Council Award Scheme registration      60.00 

5.2.3 Hedgerow Print Ltd 450 A4 Survey Forms    277.20 

5.2.4 Dorset, Devon & 
Cornwall CRC Ltd 

Grass cutting at Churchyard for April 
2015 

   120.00 

5.2.5 D Baker Sign for “no cycling”      34.80 

5.2.6 J Hole Salary and Expenses May    417.23 

5.2.7 HMRC PAYE due      95.20 

            £2,104.43 
5.3 Parish Council receipts  
 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.3.1 Various Allotment rent  10.00 

                       £ 10.00 
5.4   Balances 

5.4.a Parish Council Current Account balance – £7,824.06 (after above 
payments/receipts) 

 5.4.b   Parish Council Reserve Account balance – £840.54 
 5.4.c   Footpaths Account – £347.83 
5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor  
 These were noted 
 

Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 
 
6/06/15 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1 To consider prices for display boards 
 The Clerk had circulated details.  It was resolved to purchase table top display boards at a 

cost of £87.00.  Clerk to order. 
6.2 To agree attendance at presentation evening on 30 June organised by Cllr M Squires  
 Cllrs C Southcott, G Quicke and P Taylor plus the Clerk would attend.  Clerk to advise 

Cllr M Squires. 
6.3 To arrange a staff and personnel meeting 
 Cllr D Baker to circulate possible dates and copies of appraisal forms 
 
7/06/15 Councillor’s Reports  
7.1 Areas of Responsibility Reports 
 Risk Assessment – Due in July and August 

Noticeboards – A note in the Newton Wonder inviting tenders to maintain the boards had 
produced no results.  Cllr A Reeves to ask Tony Carpenter to quote. 

 Parish Hall – A part-time Caretaker had been recruited 
Footpath – a new style was being installed on the Woodley Footpath and strimming on the 
other paths had began 

 Recreation Ground – the AGM was next week 
Station – further to the comments made in the public session, it was resolved to write to 
First Great Western and suggest that markers on the platform might help with showing the 
driver where to stop to ensure that the train stops at the Harrington Hump, also to ensure 
that only the doors that are by the hump are opened.  Clerk to action. 
Speedwatch  -  the police had attended the recent speedwatch meeting and had agreed to  
feedback the data analysis from the information provided by speedwatch.  Clerk to find 
out the speed limit for tractors 
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Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr J Ward would check the Group are linked to the police 
cascade information system 

7.2 Surgeries: 
7.2a  Matters raised on 23 May 2015  
None raised 
7.2b   Next Surgery 27 June 2015  

 Cllr G Quicke to attend.  Clerk to provide name badges for new councillors. 
 
8/06/15 Clerk’s Report 
8.1 Update on meeting re pedestrian bridge in Pump Street 

A meeting had been provisionally arranged with Bob King and Simon Gibbons for Monday 
8 June at 12.30.  Clerk to confirm date with Cllrs D Baker and C Southcott 

 
9/06/15 Parish Council 
9.1 Allotments  

9.1.a Report on untended plots 
It was noted the allotment tenant for plot 11 had now paid, however, the plot had not been 
tended for some time.  Clerk to write and request it is tended in accordance with 
agreement.  The tenant for plots 19/ 20 had still not paid and the plot had not been tended 
for some time.  Clerk to give notice in accordance with agreement.  Cllr A Reeves to 
liaise with Cllr K Anstey to arrange for the allotments to be topped. 

9.2 To consider any update re Community Resilience Group PC action points 
The Clerk had obtained contact details for various emergency services/DCC Officers.  Cllr 
A Reeves to clarify with Graeme Barnell the need for the meeting, which might be 
easier via e-mails. 
The insurance company had confirmed that emergency equipment stored in Graeme 
Barnell’s shed was covered.  Cllrs A Reeve, P Taylor and the Clerk were linked to the rain 
gauge.  Steve Densham was going ahead with the flood surveys.  

9.3 Update from Cycle/Footpath group  
Cllr P Taylor gave a verbal update.  The next meeting was on Monday 15 June and it was  
hoped that the constitution would be agreed.  A presentation would be given to Crediton 
Town Council possibly at the July meeting as well as at the event being organised by Cllr 
M Squires on 30 June.   

9.4 Electoral Review of Devon by the Local Government Boundary Commission 
Details had been circulated.  The proposal was to reduce the number of DCC councillors 
from 62 to 60 with a view to delivering electoral equality for voters.  Cllrs were generally in 
favour of this reform.  However the proposed name change for the division covering 
Newton St Cyres was not felt to be representative of the area and it was resolved to 
support Cllr M Squires alternative proposal of “Creedy, Taw and Mid Exe”.  Clerk to 
advice. 

9.5 To agree action required re new Transparency code for smaller authorities  
Details had been circulated of the information that the Parish Council was required to 
publish on the website by 1 July.  It was resolved to publish all expenditure rather than just 
expenditure over £100.  It was noted that all meeting papers would need to be published.  
Clerk to action. 

9.6 To consider request for speed humps in West Town  
A request had been received from a resident in West Town asking if speed humps could 
be installed in West Town.  It was resolved that the Clerk should ask Highways to carry 
out a survey to find out if this was possible. 

9.7 Training for Councillors Tuesday 23 June 2015 
Eight Councillors would be attending from Newton St Cyres.   However take up from 
across the Raddon Hills Group was low and the training might not go ahead.  Clerk to 
provide update when available. 

9.8 Vodafone Sure Start  
Heavitree Brewery had requested a £4,000 licence fee payment from Vodafone for  
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hosting the booster.  If this was not paid it was likely that the booster would be removed  
from the pub resulting in a loss of coverage.  It was resolved that this was a matter for 
Vodafone, who if necessary could try to find a new site. 

 
10/06/15 Devon County Council (minuted here but taken after item 3) 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues  

I. Langford Road.  Awaiting depth markers to be installed by the stream – Cllr M Squires to 
progress as a matter of urgency 

II.   Footpath at the bottom of School Hill.  Adverse camber makes it dangerous for mobility    
scooters – no update 

III. Shutten brook at  Meadlowlands in West Town – passed to flooding group – Clerk to ask 
Flood Group for update 

IV. Road surface on bank at Station House – Cllr M Squires to find out if this is on 
Highways list 

V. Poor road surface down School Hill to Station Road – some pot holes had been filled – 
take off list 

VI. Potholes between Beer Engine and Wykes Cross – some pot holes had been filled – take 
off list 

VII. Road markings at Langford road junction – Cllr M Squires to follow up as a matter of 
urgency 

VIII. Broken handrail in  Court Orchard – no update 
10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 

None  
10.3 To receive update re installation of depth markers 
 No update was available – Cllr M Squires to follow up 
10.4  Report from Cllr M Squires 

Cllr M Squires gave details of the speakers invited to the meeting on 30 June, which 
included the Boniface Trail Group.  Cllr M Squires informed the meeting of the draft 
recommendations from the Local Government Boundary Commission which included a 
proposed a name change to the division which included Newton St Cyres to “Silverton and 
Taw”.   Cllr M Squires proposed an alternative name of “Creedy, Taw and Mid Exe”.  A lot 
of objections had been received regarding the proposed cuts to the evening bus service 
and it was likely that the service would not be cut as much as proposed. 
 

11/06/15 Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 None 
 
12/06/15 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 
 Frequency of trains stopping at the Station 
 
13/06/15 Date for next meeting:  Thursday 2 July 2015 in the Clubroom, Parish Hall at 

7.30pm.   
 

End of Formal Business 
Public Participation 
Cllr D Baker reported that the Parish Survey and Annual Report would be available shortly for Cllrs 
to deliver in their designated areas. 
 
A Parishioner reported that people leaving Hanlons brewery and waiting for the Exeter bus were 
often noisy and used bad language.  Could the bus stop be moved to outside PR Cars?  Clerk to 
investigate.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 


