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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 

Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the Parish 
Hall Clubroom on Thursday 2 July 2015  

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
Members present: 
Cllr D Baker (Chair)    Cllr A Reeves 
Cllr J Baker     Cllr C Southcott 
Cllr G Quicke     Cllr P Taylor 
Cllr S Parker     Cllr J Ward 
    
In attendance: Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC  
  J Hole Parish Clerk, 3 members of the public  
 

Business to be Transacted 
Public Participation 

I. Police Report 
 There was no report 

II. Public Question Time 
 The white lines in the centre of the road at Castlands had not been removed. 

It had been reported that the hedges boarding the Crown & Sceptre/A377 and up from 
the Court Barton turning were overgrown and causing a visibility hazard for traffic pulling 
out of Godolphin Close.  The Clerk had report the problem to Heavitree Brewery. 

 
Formal Business 

 
1/07/15 Apologies  
 Cllr K Anstey – family commitment, Cllr M Squires (DCC) – Sandford meeting 
 
2/07/15 Declaration of Interest 
 Item  5.2.4 and 9.8  – Cllr D Baker (P). Item 9.6 – Cllr J Ward (P) 
 
3/07/15 Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 4 June 2015  
 Agreed and signed as a true record 
 
4/07/15 Mid Devon District Council 
4.1 Planning Applications:  

Since the Agenda had been sent a planning application had been received.  It was 
resolved to consider this application at the meeting: 
15/01038/FULL – Erection of a replacement garage, extension and alterations to existing 
dormer windows at Underwood, Church Lane, Newton St Cyres – no comment  

4.2 Planning Decisions 
15/00450/FULL - Installation of balcony and access ramp at Hanlon Brewery – permission 
refused 

4.3 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott 
Cllr P Hare-Scott was asked to chase up the broken handrail in Court Orchard and the 
request for a warning sign for children at play in New Estate.   
Cllr P Hare-Scott gave an update on the main changes to the recycling programme:  the 
removal of garden waste would incur a charge, food waste would be collected weekly and 
more plastic would be recycled.  The local press had incorrectly reported that the 
implementation of the scheme was not progressing well.  MDDC’s collection of council tax 
for the past year was their best ever at 98.5% and rent collection was also very high. 
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There was a consultation on MDDC’s play areas with a view to reducing the number that 
MDDC were responsible for. 

 
5/07/15 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 

Cllr J Baker and Cllr C Southcott.  It was noted that the bank mandate had not yet been 
updated. 

5.2 Parish Council payments Current Account:  
 These were agreed as: 
 

 Item Payee    Purpose    Amount £ 

5.2.1 Malcolm Nicholls Grass cutting for May 170.00 

5.2.2 Dorset, Devon & Cornwall 
CRC Ltd 

Grass cutting at Churchyard for May 120.00 

5.2.3 Hedgerow Print 460 Annual reports & envelopes 231.80 

5.2.4 D Baker Chairman expenses and village flowers   81.89 

5.2.5 J Hole Salary and Expenses June 204.42 

5.2.6 J Hole Display boards 118.80 

5.2.7 HMRC PAYE due   47.40 

            £974.31 
 

Since the Agenda had been sent two additional invoices had been received and it was 
resolved to pay both.  £170.00 payable to M Nicholls for grass cutting in June and 
£167.93 payable to Eakers for the supply of wood to repair the village green bench. 

5.3 Parish Council receipts  
 None 
5.4   Balances 

5.4.a  Parish Council Current Account balance – £6,849.75 (after above payments,  
excluding the two payment agreed at this meeting) 

 5.4.b   Parish Council Reserve Account balance – £840.54 
 5.4.c   Footpaths Account – £596.42 
5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor  
 These were noted. 
5.6 To consider quotes received to maintain notice boards and to agree action required 
 Two quotes had been received and the details circulated.  It was resolved to ask Tony 

Carpenter to undertake the work.  Clerk to action. 
 

Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 
 
6/07/15 Matters raised by the Chair 
6.1 To receive report from meeting held on 30 June for Crediton area parishes 
 Cllrs S Parker and C Southcott had attended.  It was noted that the room was not ideal as  

it was very difficult to hear speakers.  It was resolved to send a note to Cllr M Squires 
requesting that a different venue is found for any future meetings.  Clerk to action.  
Topics covered included rural broadband, the road warden scheme, the Boniface trail, 
grass/hedge cutting and play areas.  It was noted that land owners were responsible for 
cutting hedges and although Highways had previously assumed responsibility in some 
cases, this would no longer happen.  Cllrs were requested to send any comments on the 
road warden scheme/hedge cutting to Cllr D Baker for co-ordination.  It was suggested 
that the Raddon Hills group of parishes could take these issues up and that a detailed set 
of questions, to be answered by DCC could be agreed from all Raddon Hill parishes. 

6.2 To receive report from Councillor training course held on Tuesday 23 June 2015 and 
planning training 25 June 2015 

 Councillors agreed that the Councillor training was useful.  Clerk to find out the 
population figure for the Parish and to confirm the number of electors. It had been 
suggested in the training that Cllrs should become more involved with planning issues.  
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 However, the planning training had given examples of the limited possible planning 

objections.  It was agreed that there was no need to have a planning sub-committee at the 
present time.  Cllrs were reminded that they must represent parishioners views when 
considering planning applications. 

6.3 To note date of Clerk’s appraisal – Thursday 9 July 2015 
 This was noted 
 
7/07/15 Councillor’s Reports  
7.1 Areas of Responsibility Reports  

Risk assessment – this would be carried out before September.  Clerk to list all risk 
assessments for review and agreement at next meeting. 

 Seats – Cllr S Parker was repairing the village green bench 
 Parish Hall car park – a meeting would be arranged shortly 
 Footpaths – strimming was underway 
 Recreation ground- the funding of the play equipment was still under discussion 

Quality Council – The Clerk had started updating the website with the items required by 
the Quality Council scheme.  This would be complete by the next meeting and Cllrs would 
be required to vote to confirm that they were satisfied that all aspects required by the 
scheme were in place. 

 Community speedwatch – more volunteers were required 
School – there was no news on the proposed new school, the current Executive Head 
teacher was retiring in July and a party was being held on 11 July.  School children had 
recently visited the arboretum. 
Development Group – a further meeting may be necessary once the parish plan data had 
been input  
Arboretum – it was noted that a new bench had been added.  Clerk to obtain price and 
add to insurance. 
Training – Cllr P Taylor reported that training may be available on CIL.  Clerk to advice 
when notified 
Neighbourhood Watch – Cllr J Ward would hold a meeting with PCSO Keith Bradshaw 
and Lisa Crocker on her return to work.  Cllrs J Ward, G Quicke and A Reeves had been 
added to the ringmaster scheme. 

7.2 Surgeries: 
7.2a  Matters raised on 27 June 2015  
A request had been received for a permissive footpath map.  Cllr G Quicke to progress 
with a view to having maps available at the mini market.  Cllr S Parker to arrange a 
meeting with John Quicke to discuss linking existing footpaths to permissive paths.  It was 
noted that the new display boards and the mini market bag would be stored on top of the 
Parish Council filing cabinets at the Parish Hall. 
7.2b   Next Surgery 22 August 2015 - to nominate Cllrs to attend and to agree display 
board notices 
Cllrs D Baker and J Baker.  Display boards would be changed as necessary for each 
surgery to show relevant issues/information. 

 
8/07/15 Clerk’s Report 
8.1 Update on meeting re pedestrian bridge in Pump Street 

Cllr C Southcott had attended a meeting with Highways, Simon Gibbons (bridge 
department), and Graeme Barnell.  It would not be possible to alter the bridge to alleviate 
potential flooding.  It was necessary to rebuild the bridge and it was thought this might 
start after the bridge in Station Road had been repaired.   Clerk to obtain a proposed 
schedule of works. 

 
9/07/15 Parish Council 
9.1 Allotments  

9.1.a Report on untended plots 
The Clerk reported that a notice to terminate the tenancy had been given on plots 19/20.  
A 30 day tidy up letter had been sent to the allotment holder for plot 11  and plots 7/34.   
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Cllr K Anstey had inspected the allotments and had provided a report on the condition of 
each plot.  A meeting was due to take place with Cllr A Reeves to discuss topping and 
hedge trimming.  Once this had been completed, it would be necessary to re-number 
some plots. 

9.2 To consider any update from Community Resilience Group 
A flood network meeting was scheduled for Monday 6 July.  The flooding equipment had 
been put in the emergency sheds and the Clerk would draw up a list of content for each 
shed. 

9.3 To receive a verbal report from Boniface Trail Cycle/Footpath group  
Cllr P Taylor gave an update.  The group were close to adopting a constitution and were 
working on a questionnaire which should be available online as well as in a published 
format.  Once constituted, the group would consider applying for TAP funding and/or 
S106.  The route of the proposed trail was still under consideration and discussions were 
on going with landowners.  The next meeting was 20 July.  A presentation would be given 
to Credtion Town Council in July.  It was suggested that any TAP application should come 
from across all the parishes in the relevant area. 

9.4 To consider response from FGW re trains not stopping at the Harrington Hump and to 
decide if any further action is required. 
The response from FGW had been circulated and was noted.  Cllr C Southcott had not 
observed any further problems but would continue to observe where possible and would 
note the dates and times of any problems. 

9.5 To note response from Police re speeding vehicles at Langford  
The police response to attend at Langford from time to time was welcomed  

9.6 To consider e-mail from parishioner regarding the frequency of trains at NSC station and 
to decide any action required. 
Cllr D Baker to respond with contact details and a summary of the actions the Parish 
Council have taken over the past few years which include correspondence with FGW and 
Mel Stride, MP.  It was noted that the timetabling between the trains leaving Crediton 
station and buses arriving at Crediton was not co-ordinated. 

9.7 To note correspondence received from Parish Hall regarding grant 
An e-mail expressing thanks for the grant received and giving details of the use of the 
grant were noted. 

9.8 To consider nominations for DALC County Committee  
It was resolved to nominate Cllr D Baker and Ken Browse.  Clerk to nominate 

9.9 To consider the Arboretum Risk Assessment and Safety Report  
Details had been circulated and the content noted.  Clerk to find out the procedures for 
briefing volunteers on hazards and checking contractors insurance details. 

 
10/07/15 Devon County Council 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues  

It was resolved to request a meeting with Cllrs M Squires and Bob King to address the 
outstanding issues within the Parish and to find out how the Parish Council should go 
about requesting work to be carried out.  Cllr D Baker to organise. 

I. Langford Road.  Awaiting depth markers to be installed by the stream – Cllr M Squires to 
provide update - no update was available 

II. Footpath at the bottom of School Hill.  Adverse camber makes it dangerous for mobility 
Scooters – no update 

III. Shutten brook at  Meadlowlands in West Town – passed to flooding group for inspection – 
remove from the list. 

IV. Road surface on bank at Station House – no update 
V. Road markings at Langford road junction – Cllr M Squires to provide update – no update 

was available. 
VI. Speed humps in West Town – waiting to hear from DCC 
VII. Bus stop at Half Moon – move to outside PR Cars.  Following no response from DCC, the 

Clerk had contacted Stagecoach who had visited the site and taken photos which had 
been circulated to DCC.  Stagecoach had advised that the bus stop would be moved next 
week. 
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10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 
Pot holes on the A377 near the Station Road junction had been reported.  Cllr J Baker to 
note in press report the on-line reporting website.  A red line had been added to the 
no cycle sign at the A377 end of the path. 

10.3  Report from Cllr M Squires 
There was no report 

 
11/07/15 Miscellaneous Correspondence 
 A letter of thanks had been received from Daphne Clague  
 
12/07/15 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 
 None 
 
13/07/15 Date for next meeting:  It was resolved there would be no meeting in August unless 

required for planning purposes.  The next meeting will be Thursday 3 September 2015 
in the Clubroom, Parish Hall at 7.30pm.   

 
End of Formal Business 

Public Participation 
It was confirmed that garden waste could still be taken direct to the recycling centre. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.20pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


