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Newton St Cyres Parish Council 

Minutes of Newton St Cyres Parish Council Meeting held in the  
Parish Hall Clubroom on Thursday 5 November 2015  

 
The meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 
Members present: 
Cllr D Baker (Chair)    Cllr A Reeves 
Cllr K Anstey     Cllr C Southcott 

 Cllr J Baker      Cllr P Taylor 
Cllr S Parker      
      
In attendance: J Hole Parish Clerk, Cllr P Hare-Scott, MDDC (left 7.55pm) 
5 members of pubic  

 
Business to be Transacted 

Public Participation 
(i) Police Report 

 There was no report 
(ii) Public Question Time 

 A drain cover had lifted on the A377 just down from Ford Farm.  Clerk to report to DCC 
A parishioner had passed further details about the parking ticket scheme being run by 
Thurrock Council direct to NSC school. 
It was noted that the bus stop at Half Moon, Crediton to Exeter side, had been hit by a 
car.  

 
Formal Business 

01/11/15 Apologies 

 Cllr J Ward – away, Cllr M Squires (DCC) – recovering from operation 

  

02/11/15 Declaration of interest 

 Item 4.1 – Erection of an extension at Meadow View Cottage – Cllr C Southcott (P) 

 Item 5.3.1 –Cllr S Parker (P)  

 

03/11/15 Minutes of the last meeting held on Thursday 1 October 2015  

The date of the next meeting was incorrectly stated as 6 November.  The Clerk had 

amended this and the minutes were duly agreed and signed as a true record 

 

04/11/15 Mid Devon District Council 

4.1 Planning Applications:   

15/01546/FULL – Erection of an extension at Meadow View Cottage, Newton St Cyres – 

no comment 

15/01675/CAT – Notification of intention to fell one Eucalyptus tree within a 

Conservation Area at Glebe House, Church Lane, NSC – no comment 

4.2 Planning Decisions: 

15/01265/LBC - Listed Building Consent to dismantle and repair downstream stone 
section of footbridge at Old Shuttern Bridge Pump Street – permission granted 
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4.3 To consider the grass cutting consultation and agree a response.  
Corrected maps had been received.  Following an enquiry to MDDC, a sum of £89.00 

would be paid by DCC to the Parish Council if the Parish Council decided to take over 

grass maintenance.  After discussion it was resolved to accept option 2 as set out in 

MDDC August letter.  The Parish Council would maintain the land on behalf of DCC.  It 

was felt that many of the areas identified would not require frequent cutting and if they 

did the Parish Council would arrange for this to take place.  Cllr D Baker would approach 

local land owners/businesses to see if they would be prepared to cut the grass.  A small 

sign could be put up to advertise the fact that the land was maintained by the business.  

Clerk to advise MDDC. 

4.4 Report from Cllr P Hare-Scott 

The roll out of the new waste/recycling system was going well.  The Government were 

looking at devolving certain powers to the South West.  The budget was still being 

balanced and as part of this exercise there was a proposal to close the local council 

office in Crediton.  MDDC had appointed a new CEO.  A MDDC working party were 

reviewing the effects of efficiency measures and wanted to consult with Parish Councils.  

Cllr P Hare-Scott would forward the consultation questions to the Clerk for onward 

circulation to Councillors. 

It was noted that the adoption of the Local Plan had been delayed with the likely 

adoption date being 2017.  The sign for New Estate had been ordered and the broken 

handrail in Court Orchard had been repaired. 

 

05/11/15 Finance 

5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 

 Cllr A Reeves and Cllr C Southcott 

5.2 Parish Council payments Current Account: 

 These were agreed as follows: 

 Item    Payee        Purpose             Amount £ 

5.2.1 M J Nicholls Grass cutting 170.00 

5.2.2 Tony Lewis Cutting trees in allotment hedge   30.00 

5.2.3 NSC Parish Hall Hall rent July to September   30.00 

5.2.4 NSC Parish Hall Hall electricity   30.00 

5.2.5 Dorset, Devon & Cornwall CRC Ltd Church yard grass cutting 120.00 

5.2.6 Ian Salter Bus shelter cleaning x 4   24.00 

5.2.7 J Hole Salary and expenses October 305.29 

5.2.8 HMRC PAYE   47.60 

                      £756.89 

5.3 Parish Council payments Footpath Account: 

 Item    Payee      Purpose              Amount £ 

5.3.1 Steve Parker Repairs to strimmer  54.74 

                                              £54.74  

5.4 Parish Council receipts  

 Item    Payer       Purpose                       Amount £ 

5.4.1 MDDC Second instalment of precept 6,259.00 

                                     £6,259.00 

5.4 Balances 

 5.4a Parish Council Current Account balance: £9,772.84 

 5.4b Parish Council Reserve Account balance: £840.79 

  5.4c Parish Council Footpaths Account: £541.68 
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5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor 

 These were noted. 

Break in procedures for signatories to sign cheques for payment 

 

06/11/15 Matters raised by the Chair 

6.1 Update on new Churchyard 

This was on hold while John Quicke’s solicitor finished the work on the S106 funding in 

connection with the new school site 

6.2 Update on NSC Village market 

 Arrangements were in hand for a new organiser to take over from January 2016.  

 

07/11/15 Councillor’s Reports 

7.1 Areas of Responsibility Reports  

 Noticeboards – Councillors were reminded to take down out of date notices 

Website – MDDC were making changes to their website template and the Parish Council 

website would need to be moved to the new system in due course.  It was confirmed that 

once the Newton Wonder website is fully up and running all non-Parish Council related 

information would be removed from the MDDC website  

Footpaths – Cllr S Parker was attending a P3 drop in session with DCC on 12 

November.  NSC had a new PROW Warden. 

 Recreation Ground – were applying for a defibrillator 

Press – The Winter Newsletter was being printed and would be available at the next 

meeting 

Raddon Hills – The notes from the last meeting had been circulated.  It was noted that 

unless the funding formula is changed, Devon and Cornwall police will face significant 

cuts over the next few years which will likely result in the loss of all PCSO and 500 police 

officers.   The Police and Crime Commissioner may call a referendum to find out if there 

is public support to pay more for police services through the council tax.  Also discussed 

at Raddon Hills was the possibility of employing a Raddon Hills lengthsman to carry out 

work such as, minor road works, grass cutting which is currently done by DCC, gully and 

drain clearing, keeping roadside footpaths clear, including weeding, replacing/repairing 

finger posts, cleaning signs and hedge cutting.  Councillors were in general agreement 

that a collective scheme was worth considering.  Raddon Hills also discussed the 

potential effect on rural communities of the right to buy as proposed in the Housing Bill.  

The Clerk had received an acknowledgment from Mel Stride, MP following the e-mail 

sent from NSC Parish Council on this issue. 

Community Speedwatch – A parishioner had questioned if the signs were in the correct 

place when Speedwatch was carried out in Station Road.  Cllr C Southcott to advise 

parishioner to take the matter up with PC Keith Bradshaw 

School – The school had advised that they were hoping to have a start date for the new 

build by the end of the year.   

 Development Group – The majority of the parish plan questionnaires had been input by 

the Clerk and were awaiting analysis.  The Clerk was asked to leave the room.  Upon 

returning she was thanked for her work on this matter.  

Creedy Local Action Group – the latest meeting had noted the likely policing cuts  

Training – Cllr S Parker had attended training which included the Code of Conduct 

Community Resilience Group – The two surveys commissioned by MDDC had been 

carried out.  The survey for West Town had concluded that the bridge in Pump Street 

would remain a bottleneck even if it were possible to make changes further upstream.  



Page 4 of 5 

 

MDDC were investigating if it would be possible to undertake some of the defence work 

that had been identified as beneficial in the Smallbrooke survey.  It was noted that Jock 

Campbell would be attending the DCC Community Resilience Forum.  Newton St Cyres 

had been invited to take part in a pilot project to look at ways of working more closely 

with the Blue Light services and a meeting was taking place shortly with David Kinross 

from Devon Communities Together 

Boniface Trail group – the questionnaire was nearly complete.  Paul Tucker from MDDC 

would be speaking to the group about funding.  Progress was being made with the 

constitution.  A £500 grant had been requested from Crediton Town Council and a small 

grant would be requested from NSC Parish Council.   

7.2 Surgeries:  

 7.2a Matters raised on 24 October  

 None  

7.2b Next surgery 28 November 

 Cllr J Baker 

 

08/11/15 Clerk’s Report 

8.1 Update on grant for work undertaken in implementing the Transparency Code  

Following advice from DALC, the Clerk had applied for a grant of £497.49 which included 

the cost of a computer and printer.  If successful the grant would be paid in January. 

 

09/11/15 Parish Council 

9.1 Allotments 

 9.1 Update on maintenance issues/numbering plots 

Cllr K Anstey reported that Plot 11 required some work to its perimeter.  Plot numbers 

had been replaced.  Clerk to provide an up to date list of allotment holders  

9.2 To consider any update from Community Resilience Group 

 This had been covered under Councillor Reports 

9.3 To consider any update from Boniface Trail Group 

 This had been covered under Councillor Reports 

 

10/11/15  Devon County Council 

10.1 Outstanding Highways issues and update from meeting with Steve Tucker 

A meeting had taken place with Steve Tucker, NSC’s new Neighbourhood Highways 

Officer.  This had been helpful as Steve had explained various matters.  However, no 

further contact had taken place to date.  Clerk to e-mail for an update.  It was noted 

that the Police were unable to issue tickets to cars parking in the bus stop at Half Moon 

and the Police had referred this area to parking enforcement. 

10.2 New issues for Cllr Southcott to take to DCC 

 Drain on the A377 

 The road works between the Beer Engine and Norton Cross were noted. 

10.3 Report from Cllr M Squires 

Cllr D Baker read a report from Cllr M Squires which noted that DCC were consulting 

again on “Tough Choices” and various meetings were taking place at which the public 

could give their input.  Campaigning for fairer funding for rural education authorities was 

taking place and Councillors agreed to support this campaign.  Clerk to action.  Pot 

holes that are at least the size of a dinner plate across and a depth of 2 inches or more 

should be reported on line or by phone.   It was noted that pot holes should be reported 

as individual pot holes and not as multiple pot holes. 
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11/11/15 Miscellaneous Correspondence 

It was not possible to book the Club Room for Thursday 5 May due to elections.  Clerk 

to find out other available days that week and circulate to Councillors. 

 

12/11/15 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 

It was agreed that it would be useful to know who owned various hedges around the 

parish - Cllrs S Parker and J Baker to find out who the various landowners are.  

Chairman and Clerk to meet to put together the budget proposal. 

 

13/11/15 Date for next meeting:  Thursday 10 December 2015 (budget and precept) in the 

Parish Hall Club Room at 7.30pm 

  This is the second Thursday in the month due to the hall availability. 

 

 End of Formal Business 

Public Participation 

The white lines at Castlands were still outstanding. 

 

The meeting finished at 8.50pm 

 


