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Introduction to the Parish of Newton St Cyres

Location

Newton St Cyres is a parish within the Mid Devon District located about 4 miles NW of Exeter and 4
miles SE of Crediton with altitude varying from 20 to 200 m. The parish extends over some 1800 ha,
as shown below.

The village centre is in the middle of the parish and lies on the Shuttern Brook that runs north into
the River Creedy. Much of the north of the village is on alluvial soils of the Creedy floodplain, whilst
most of the land in the middle of the parish is fairly flat and on free-draining red sandstone soils. The
south of the parish is hilly with poorly-drained clay and shale soils. Most of the parish is farmed, but
there are substantial areas of coniferous and mixed woodland in the south.
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Development of the Parish

Newton St Cyres is an attractive village with an ancient foundation. It was a new settlement at the
time of the Domesday Survey and developed as a successful community based on farming and
related activities. Mining for manganese, lead and silver was particularly important in late 18th and
early 19th Century, but had ceased by the end of that century. The population of the parish peaked
at 1311 in 1831, but then, with the opening of the railway in 1851, the decline in mining and the
agricultural depression, it gradually fell to a minimum of 610 in 1921, before making a slow recovery
to reach 910 in 1991 and then falling slightly to 867 in 2001 and 866 in 2011.

The first half of the 20th Century saw a predominance of mixed farming, including orchards and
cider making. This has now been replaced by dairy farming and arable crops, particularly cereals and
oilseed rape. There is a successful cheese-making enterprise, providing considerable employment
and exports worldwide.

The historic core of the village dates from the Middle Ages. In spite of the demolition of old
properties for road widening and a disastrous fire in the village centre, there remain more than 50
buildings in the parish listed as being of Special Architectural and Historical Interest. The village
centre together with some of West Town and Newton House is now designated as a Conservation
Area. The surrounding hilly land was formerly an Area of Great Landscape Value, but this designation
was lost with the abolition of that category early this Century.

Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148
E-mail : nsc_pc@outlook.com

Newton St Cyres Parish Council
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There was considerable housing development in the parish in the last century, permitting the
recovery in population. This commenced with New Estate and Creedy View in the 1920s, but gained
momentum in the 50s, with the development of small estates at Tytheing Close and Shuttern Close
(50s), Godolphin Close and Woodlands (60s), Court Orchard (70s) and Meadowlands (80s). In
addition, individual houses were built, particularly in Sand Down Lane, and Marsh Mill and Newton
House were converted into apartments. There were also a number of barn conversions. There has
however been little development in the last 30 years, with most new building being infilling.

Traffic has been a problem in the village for many years. The steep drop into the village centre on
the Exeter — Crediton road led to cuttings being made either side of the village in the 1830’s to help
horse-drawn vehicles (A proposal in 1825 for a by-pass was rejected).The road through the village
centre was too narrow for buses and large lorries and a road widening scheme instituted in the late
1950s led to the demolition of many old houses. A second proposal for a by-pass made in 1970 was
also rejected. The opening of the North Devon Link Road in 1989 led to some reduction in the
amount of heavy traffic passing through the village, but traffic volume has again much increased on
the A377. This road bisects the parish, makes contact between the two sides of the road difficult and
presents a major hazard. Traffic volume on the A377 is a problem not only in the centre of the
village, but also in Half Moon and Smallbrook. There is also considerable traffic on Langford Road
and Station Road.

Parish statistics

The population of the Parish in the 2011 Census was 866. There were a total of 382 dwellings of
which 261 were owner occupied.

The Table shows that the percentage of young people in the parish is lower and that of old people
higher than in Mid Devon, SW England or
Age Newton Mid SW England = England as a whole. The extent of the
e I difference is illustrated by the ratio of those
65 plus to those aged 0-15 being 1.8 for

0-15 14 19 18 19
Newton St Cyres compared with 0.8 for the
16-24 8 S 11 12 country as a whole.
25-44 19 23 25 28 The census indicated a high level of
employment, with only 9 ‘economically
44-64 34 29 27 20 ., .
active’ people being unemployed, compared
65 plus 25 20 20 16 with 438 being employed.

Services, facilities and organisations

The Parish Council is made up of nine members. It has responsibility for allotments, Village Green,
seats and notice boards and maintains a website — https://parish.middevon.gov.uk/newtonstcyres .It
also holds a Licence Agreement with John Quicke for the use of the Arboretum by the community. It
has a general responsibility for the wellbeing of the Parish. The Parish Council has played a major
part in establishing and supporting Neighbourhood Watch, the Community Support Group and the
Community Resilience Team.

The parish has the following important services:

e Primary School e Anglican Church e Mobile library
e Post Office e Two public houses e Two microbreweries
e Train Station on the Exeter to e Bus service at about 20 minute intervals e Village Shop, Farm Shop
Barnstaple line with about 4 to Exeter and to Crediton (& less and Kitchen and Garage
trains stopping each way daily. frequently to Mid and North Devon) for car sales
Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 4
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There are good recreational facilities including:

* Recreation ground with two football pitches, one e Parish Hall with two meeting rooms
cricket pitch, two tennis courts, children’s play area
and club house, with bar

¢ Pay and play golf course and café e Arboretum

The following clubs and organisations based in the village:

e Archery Club e Art Group e Bird Club

e Craft and Chat Club e Cricket Club e Football Club

e Friends of Newton Arboretum * Football Club e Twinning Circle

e Friends of Newton Arboretum * Friends of Newton School e Friends of Newton Station

e Garden Club e History Group ¢ Luncheon Club

* Pre-school playgroup ¢ Luncheon Club ® Recreation Ground Association
¢ Table Tennis Group e Tennis Club * Toddler Group

e Twinning Circle * Young Farmers Club

A village magazine, the Newton Wonder, is produced monthly and subscribed to by most residents.
The Newton Wonder is currently establishing a community website (www.newtonwonder.net).

The Parish Hall, as well as being used by various parish organisations, is used regularly for bingo,
keep fit, diet and exercise classes and martial arts. Concerts are held in the Church and there is a bell
ringing team.

Social events are organised from time to time in the Parish Hall and the Recreation Ground and by
various village organisations. The Newton Village Revels are held every two years and this event
involves most village organisations.

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 5
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The Parish Plan
What is a Parish Plan?

A Parish Plan describes the present characteristics of a community, identifies the main issues of
importance or concern and helps to develop the future.

Following input from parishioners through public consultation a comprehensive questionnaire is
sent to every household. The questionnaire provides an opportunity for parishioners to comment on
all aspects of village life and, in particular, to express their views on how the village should develop
in the future.

The findings from the questionnaire are then converted into an Action Plan which provides a
framework for the future planning for the village based on the views of the parishioners. It will also
help advise statutory bodies on where their best efforts should be directed for the benefit of the
whole community.

A Parish Plan was prepared in 2008 and this had a major impact on the village. Some 48 Action
Points were identified and progress was made with all of these. Amongst achievements that can be
directly attributed to that Plan were the restoration of the arboretum and opening it to the public
and the establishment of the Garden Club, History Group and Youth Club. The Plan encouraged
limited development in the village, informed reactions to planning applications and stimulated
improvements in communication in the village, particularly from the Parish Council and Actions to
prevent litter and dog fouling.

Recommendations in relation to improving the footpath network were taken up and a leaflet
describing walks starting in the parish was produced and has been much used. The Plan also
provided a major stimulus for efforts to explore the possibility of a cycleway and footpath from
Crediton to Exeter. Some progress has been made in alleviating traffic problems in the village and
the Community Speed Watch was established.

Much though has changed since 2008, in particular the economic situation in the country and large
reductions in the funds available for Local Government. It became timely to take steps to produce a
second Parish Plan and considerable emphasis has been put on identifying services considered by
parishioners to be of particular importance.

How has the Parish Plan been prepared?

The initiative to prepare this plan was taken by the Parish Council but its preparation has been
driven by a Steering Group with members involved in a wide range of village organisations

A consultation event was held in autumn 2014 in the Parish Hall, where parishioners were invited to
put forward their ideas for the topics to be included in the questionnaire.

The Steering Group finalised the questionnaire and it was circulated to every household in the
parish in early June 2015. The responses and comments made on the questionnaire were considered
by the Steering Group and Action Points identified.

What happens next?

The report will be launched at the Annual Parish Meeting on 28 April 2016. It will then be circulated
to all households and to the appropriate Authorities. The Parish Council will take responsibility for
the progress of the Actions identified in this Plan and report to parishioners at intervals on the
progress that has been made. The report can also be accessed on the Parish Council website
https://parish.middevon.gov.uk/newtonstcyres . The main concerns and Actions arising from the
Parish Plan are described on the following pages under the headings from the questionnaire.

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 6
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Responses to Questionnaire

Forms were returned from 202 households, some 55% of the total number of households in the
Parish. There were 453 people in the responding households, compared with a total population in
the 2011 Census of 866.

Newton St Cyres The fact that the Parish has proportionately more
Questionnaire Census (%) older people and fewer young people than
Age returns (%) England as a whole was made earlier. The table
below indicates that there were some differences
Ltk ol 5 between the age profile of households responding
20-39 13 18 to the questionnaire compared with the 2011
Census figures for the Parish - the 20-39 and 80
40-59 27 30 and above age bands were under-represented in
60-79 33 27 the respondents, whilst the 60-79 class was over-
represented. This should be borne in mind in
80 + 5 8 interpreting the results of the questionnaire.

Census figures adjusted to give the same age
bands as in the Questionnaire

Household and community

Most of the respondents (68%) live in the central part of the Parish (Centre of Village,
Station/Sweetham, Tytheing Close/Sand Down Lane, West Town), whilst 33% live in the hamlets
(Smallbrook, Half Moon, Langford) and 15% in other areas, probably mainly isolated farms and
cottages. A very high percentage (82%) of the properties are owner occupied, with 13% rented and
4% occupied by virtue of employment.

Of those working or studying, the largest % (41) are in Exeter, with 23% working at home or
elsewhere in the Parish, 10% in Crediton and 30% elsewhere, with half of these working or studying
over 30 miles from Newton St Cyres.

A large proportion of the respondents do voluntary work and 34% would consider doing voluntary
work if approached whilst 30% would not consider voluntary work under any circumstances. Of
those that would consider doing voluntary work, there was particularly strong support for
involvement with community well-being initiatives, but substantial support also for helping local
recreation groups and community safety and security initiatives.

Respondents generally had a strong feeling of belonging to a village community, but 32% responded
as ‘not very strongly’ and 3% as ‘not at all’. Comments made indicated that some respondents from
the hamlets were concerned that they did not feel part of the village.

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council establish the needs for volunteer assistance for the community and for
village organisations and seek ways of engaging the large number of people who would
consider doing voluntary work, but do not do this at present (Action 1).

e Inview of concerns expressed by some residents of hamlets in the Parish that they feel
marginalised, NSC Parish Council will explore steps that could be taken to serve the hamlets
more effectively and to increase inclusiveness in the Parish (Action 2).

Local transport, traffic and road safety

Some 90% of respondents have licensed motor vehicles with about half of these having more than
one vehicle. Most motor vehicles are parked in a garage or off the road, but 8% are parked on the
road or in a public car park. 38% of respondents have bicycles, but many of these have several
bicycles. Only 5% have motorcycles.

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 8
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Local bus services are widely used with 32% using buses regularly and 50% irregularly. For train
service, 12% responded as regular users and 36% as occasional users. We feel though that although
the question referred to ‘Local rail services’, few of these journeys start at Newton St Cyres Station.
There were six comments asking for more trains to stop at Newton St Cyres.

There is very strong support for the proposed Exeter/Crediton cycleway/footpath with 70%
indicating that they would walk part of the way regularly and 61% that they would cycle part of the
way regularly and only 25% indicating they would not use it at all.

Speeding in the village is considered a problem by 77% and 78% indicated that they thought road
safety in the village could be improved. There were a remarkable 132 comments made in relation to
these issues, indicating the high level of concern. A wide range of suggestions were made, with
support for extending the length of road with speed limits, reducing speed limits, the installation of
more speed cameras and the installation of a pedestrian crossing with light control. Particular
concern was expressed about the junction between the A377 and Station Rd and possible
exacerbation of the situation if school re-location and housing development takes place. It was also
pointed out that more should be done to enforce the present speed limits.

Most respondents (65%) considered public parking in the village to be adequate, whilst others noted
needs for more parking at the village hall (24%), the recreation ground (19%) and the station (13%).
There were comments made about parking problems at the school and outside the village hall on
some evenings.

ACTIONS
e NSC Parish Council to continue to press for more trains to stop at Newton St Cyres Station
(Action 3).

e NSC Parish Council, in conjunction with the Boniface Trail Group, provide the strongest
possible support for establishing a cycleway and footpath from Exeter to Crediton and seek
support from MDDC and DCC (Action 4).

e NSC Parish Council to extend dialogue with DCC Highways Department to seek ways to
improve road safety through the village including the provision of a pedestrian crossing
(Action 5).

e NSC Parish Council to seek more volunteers to further strengthen the Community Speed
Watch (Action 6).

e NSC Parish Council to discuss with the Police further steps that could be taken to enforce
speed limits (Action 7)

Local and natural environments

Village features

Several features were considered to make the village a special place. Respondents could indicate
their top five from a menu of eleven possibilities. The most selected feature was ‘Distinctive
landscape, view and scenery’ with 78%, followed by ‘Woodland’ (56%), ‘Distinctive, traditional
building styles’ (48%), ‘Country lanes’ (48%), ‘Tranquility’ (45%), ‘Traditional farming practices’
(43%), ‘Biodiversity’ (31%), ‘Character of village centres and settlements’ (29%) and dark skies (14%).
Only 4% of respondents did not consider the village to be a special place.

ACTION

e NSC Parish Council to encourage Planning Authorities and landowners to take all possible
steps to maintain the features considered most important by parishioners by maintaining
the distinctive landscape, woodland, building styles and country lanes (Action 8).

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 9
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Local initiatives

Strong support was indicated for a number of present and proposed local initiatives with many
people already providing support and others indicating that they may be persuaded to support or
considering the initiative is a good idea. Perhaps the most telling answers are the low numbers who
would not support an initiative. These figures were below 10% for Community Health Watch,
Community Resilience Team and Neighbourhood Watch, between 10 and 20% for a Dog Warden
Scheme, Speed Watch Initiatives, a Community Gardening Scheme for the Elderly, a Community
Renewable Energy Scheme and a Community Gardening Scheme. The support for Community Bulk
Oil Purchase Scheme was much lower, presumably because many people do not use oil. The
substantial number of people who indicated they may be persuaded to support the different
initiatives suggests that considerable promotional effort should be made when launching any new
initiative.

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council to continue to provide strong support for the existing Community
Support Group, Community Resilience Team and Neighbourhood Watch and to take Actions
to encourage further volunteer contributions to these activities (Action 9).

e NSC Parish Council in conjunction with the Gardening Club to explore the possibilities of
introducing a community gardening scheme for the elderly and a community composting
scheme (Action 10).

e The Newton Wonder should advertise and promote the bulk oil purchase scheme operated
by Devon Communities Together (Action 11).

Renewable energy

Nearly half (44%) of respondents indicated interest in developing a community-owned energy
scheme.

There was considerable, but varying, support expressed for different low carbon technologies if
sensitively installed. The highest support (62%) was for solar panels on homes, followed by solar
panels on farms or commercial buildings (57%) and hydro power (49%). There was less support for
small wind turbines and small-scale solar panels on agricultural land (both 35%), a Community
biomass boiler (30%), large-scale solar panels on agricultural land (20%) and large wind turbines
(18%).

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council to explore possible community-owned energy schemes, including
consideration of a community biomass boiler (Action 12).

e NSC Parish Council to encourage MDDC in considering Planning Applications to note wide
support in the Parish for solar panels on houses and commercial buildings, provided they are
sensitively installed (Action 13).

Community facilities

The post office and the village hall are the most used facilities with use (either frequently or
infrequently) by 94% and 87% of respondents respectively, with 85% using village public houses.
Whilst still well used, the comparable figures for the recreation ground and the church were 59%
and 58% respectively. The mobile library service is little used, with only 2% using this service
frequently.

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council to take Actions to endeavour to ensure the continued availability for the
community of a post office, village shop, village hall, recreation ground, public house and
parish church. (Action 14).

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 10
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e NSC Parish Council to discuss with the Recreation Ground and the Parish Church approaches
that could be taken to encourage greater use by the wider village community (Action 15)..

Leisure and recreation

Not surprisingly there is much variation in the use of local recreational facilities. There is outstanding
usage of local footpaths (89% using frequently or infrequently) and of the arboretum (83%). These
are both facilities that may be used and appreciated by people of all ages. Other activities and
facilities have rather less use overall with 50% using Lords Meadow gym and pool facilities, 33%
using children’s play areas at the recreation ground, 24% playing outside sports at the recreation
ground, 23% doing dance and fitness activities in the village hall and 12% playing indoor sports at the
recreation ground.

Substantial interest was expressed in establishing an NSC cycle club (38%) and a boule pit (44%).

Several comments on the forms refer to the need for better running, walking and cycling facilities
and an improved play area for children.

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council, in conjunction with Parish Footpath Warden, the Newton Ramblers, DCC
and landowners, to explore the possibilities for further enhancing the footpath network
including circular routes and access to woodland (Action 16).

e NSC Parish Council to explore the possibility of further volunteer support for the Footpaths
Officer in the overview and maintenance of footpaths in the Parish (Action 17).

e NSC Parish Council to ascertain the demand for new clubs or groups to meet the needs of
parishioners and to take appropriate Actions (Action 18, see also Action 27).

e NSC Parish Council to continue to assist and support the Friends of Newton Arboretum in
further developing this well-used village facility (Action 19).

Technology, communication and information

Only 10% of respondents do not use broadband at all, with 82% using broadband for email, 75% for
personal shopping banking or social life, 55% to access TV, films, ebooks games etc and 43% to work
from home. Some 83% of households have at least one PC/Mac, 62% have tablets, 61% smart
phones, 56% basic mobile phones and 40% ‘smart’ TVs. Respondents were well aware of the many
possibilities for improving rural living provided by the internet. There were though many comments
relating to poor broadband speed.

The Newton Wonder is an outstanding vehicle for providing access to local community and
information services, being used frequently by 85% of respondents. Broadband is used to access
information services by 56%, Parish notice boards by 39% and a mobile phone by 37%, whilst only
7% frequently visited the Parish Council website.

There is substantial interest in using superfast broadband if available (89% frequently or
infrequently), use of mobile phones at home if an information service were available (83%) and
interest in a Newton St Cyres community website or blog (73%).

There is still a demand for local IT and internet training and support, expressed by 22% of
respondents.

The Newton Wonder is also the preferred method of receiving local authority information.
Respondents could indicate up to three preferences and 69% listed the Newton Wonder. This was
followed by village noticeboards (41%), internet (36%), email subscriptions (26%) and mail (26%).

Some 87% of respondents were either very satisfied or fairly satisfied with the information service
provided by the Newton Wonder, whilst only 1% were either unsatisfied or very unsatisfied.
Remarkably, no one was unsatisfied with communications provided by the Parish Council and only

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 11
March 2016 Ref RCRW E-mail : nsc_pc@outlook.com


mailto:nsc_pc@outlook.com

Newton St Cyres Parish Plan 2016

2% with the information in or location of Parish notice boards. The levels of dissatisfaction were also
low for communications provided by MDDC (6%) and DCC (10%). In contrast, there was a high level
of dissatisfaction for broadband service provision (35%) and mobile phone service provision (49%).

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council and MDDC to continue to press for improvements to broadband in the
Parish (Action 20).

e NSC Parish Council to take further steps to obtain improved mobile phone reception in the
Parish (Action 21).

e NSC Parish Council to encourage village organisations to assist the effective establishment of
the Community Web Site (Action 22).

Local services and facilities

Living problems

It is perhaps surprising as to how few households indicated that they experience difficulties with
various aspect of living. Those responding as having no difficulty at all were 90% or above for getting
to the doctor, dentist or chemist, getting to shops with basic needs, completing forms to receive
services etc. and household tasks, with rather lower figures for getting to and from the hospital for
appointments (86%), for gardening tasks (84%) and for using the internet (80%). These high figures
doubtless reflect the existence of well-developed informal support arrangements in the community,
but nevertheless the returns indicate that there are some people in the Parish who do experience
frequent difficulties.

ACTION

e NSC Parish Council and the Community Support Group to further their efforts to contact and
support those members of the community who experience problems with tasks and
accessing services (Action 23).

Use of facilities

Some local facilities are very well used, particularly the village shop with 44% using it frequently,
49% infrequently and only 7% not at all. There is also good use made of village pubs (85% frequently
or infrequently), the village farm shop (78%), Farmers Markets in Crediton (58%) and the farm
kitchen (54%). Usage is lower, but still substantial, for the village mini-market (43%), Farmers
Markets in Exeter (39%) and facilities at local breweries (39%), whilst only 18% use the village golf
course and café and 11% the local vegetable box schemes.

ACTION

e NSC Parish Council to consider ways to improve the quality and effectiveness of the village
mini-market (Action 24).

Local public services

There is much variation in satisfaction with the local provision of public services, although
interpretation of the returns is made rather difficult by large numbers of respondents entering the
‘neutral — no opinion’ or ‘not applicable’ columns.

However, the %s that are either very satisfied or fairly satisfied are particularly high for village
cleanliness (88%), waste collection (83%) and bus service (80%). There are also high satisfaction
ratings for local health service provision (67%), car parking in the village (64%), local recycling
initiatives (60%) and local footpaths and bridleways (57%).

In contrast, the %s that are either unsatisfied or very unsatisfied are highest for maintenance of
minor roads (59%), maintenance of major roads (47%), pedestrian and road safety (40%), policing
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traffic speed (35%), rail service (34%), highway drainage (33%) and local field drainage and hedges
(31%).

An overall picture is given by the ratio of those in the two satisfied columns to those in the two
unsatisfied columns (thus ignoring those in the neutral or non applicable columns). Only four
services show net dissatisfaction with a ratio below 1. They are minor road maintenance (0.5), rail
service (0.8), main road maintenance (0.9) and highway drainage (0.9). In contrast, the ratios are
highest for village cleanliness (29.3), health services (25.7), ambulance service (24.5), fire services
(22), leisure facilities (15.3) and bus services (13.3). There is also a high positive rating (with ratio
above 5) for education, library services, waste disposal, car parking, recycling initiatives and
conservation plans.

ACTION

e |nview of wide concern for the standard of maintenance of minor roads, major roads,
highway drainage and field drainage, NSC PC to consult with appropriate authorities & land
managers to seek improvements, possibly using innovative approaches (Action 25).

Future development

Strong support was indicated for more affordable houses in the parish (50% of respondents would
support compared with 20% who would not support). There were many comments made on the
contribution more affordable housing might make to bring more young people into the village and to
enable older people to downsize. There was less support for more new market value--houses (37%
support; 24% not support).

In line with responses to earlier questions, very strong support was expressed for a pedestrian
crossing on the A377 (77%), for active measures to slow traffic in the village (74%) (see Action 5) and
for the development of the Exeter/Crediton cycleway/footpath (74%) (see Action 4).

There was also substantial support for planting more trees in the village (61%), community bulk
waste collection (59%), the development of more facilities for older people (54%), young people
(53%) and young adults (50%) and for the development of a community compost site (47%). Support
was lower for a garden machinery store for community use (33%) and a skateboard park (19%).

Respondents could indicate a maximum of four options for ways of providing funds for improving
the Parish. Some 76% of respondents suggested that this should come from public sources of grant
funds, 54% from local community fund raising and 37% from sponsorship. It was also thought that
private contributions should be sought (33%) and contributions from the charity and the voluntary
sector (28%). Small increases in the Parish part of Council Tax were favoured by 30%, but there was
little support for more general increases in Council Tax. Two comments were made that there is still
scope for efficiency saving in local government.

There were positive responses to the question as to whether the community satisfies people’s
needs. The %s that were unsatisfied or very unsatisfied were only 1% for both the village as a
community suitable for commuting and as a community suitable to retire in, increasing to 5% for
both a community suitable in which to work from home and as one suitable for young people to
grow up in.

Overall 89% of respondents want the balance in the parish to remain the same. There were,
however, 13 comments on the need for more younger people in the Parish.

ACTIONS

e NSC Parish Council to explore the possibility of more affordably-priced houses in the Parish and
other Actions to increase the number of younger people in the Parish (Action 26).

e NSC Parish Council together with other village organisations to seek to establish more clearly the
facilities that should be developed for young people, young adults and older people and to take
steps to improve facilities for these groups (Action 27, see also Action 18).
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e NSC Parish Council to promote dialogue on tree planting to better understand requirements,
possibilities and to develop Actions (Action 28).

e NSC Parish Council to explore the possibilities of setting up schemes for bulk waste collection
and garden machinery (Action 29).

Vision for the future

A number of themes recur through different sections of the Plan. They suggest a vision for the future
that is widely supported by parishioners.

Key features are:

a) Action should be taken to increase the proportion of younger people in the Parish with any
future building development concentrating on affordably-priced houses.

b) The need to maintain and enhance village facilities and services.
c) The need to improve road safety and alleviate traffic problems.

d) The importance of maintaining and enhancing the rural character of the parish and its
distinctive landscape features.

e) The support for improving footpaths and cycleways, with particular emphasis on the
Crediton-Exeter Way (Boniface Trail).

f) The need to improve both broadband and mobile phone provision.

g) The need for self-help within our community

Newton St Cyres Parish Council Any questions arising please contact the Parish Clerk on Jane Hole Tel: 01392 851148 Page | 14
March 2016 Ref RCRW E-mail : nsc_pc@outlook.com


mailto:nsc_pc@outlook.com

Newton St Cyres Parish Plan 2016

Detailed Action Plan

Key to abbreviations:

bcc Devon County Council Note: Except where identified otherwise (Action

MDDC  Mid Devon District Council Nos. 11 and 23) the Lead Organisation on all
Actions is Newton St Cyres Parish Council

NSCPC Newton St Cyres Parish Council

Action Partners

Household and community

1 NSCPC establish the needs for volunteer assistance for the community Village organisations
and for village organisations and seek ways of engaging the large
number of people who would consider doing voluntary work, but do
not do this at present, in helping satisfy the requirements.

2 | Inview of concerns expressed by some residents of hamlets in the Village organisations
Parish that they feel marginalised, NSC Parish Council will explore steps
that could be taken to serve the hamlets more effectively and to
increase inclusiveness in the Parish.

Local transport, traffic and road safety

3  NSC Parish Council to continue to press for more trains to stop at Friends of Newton
Newton St Cyres Station. Station, First Great
Western, MDDC, Tarka
Rail Association

4  NSC Parish Council, in conjunction with the Boniface Trail Group, Boniface Trail Group.
provide the strongest possible support for establishing a cycleway and MDDC, DCC,Other
footpath from Exeter to Crediton and seek support from MDDC and local Councils
DCC.

5  NSC Parish Council to extend dialogue with DCC Highways Department DCC

to seek ways to improve road safety through the village, including the
provision of a pedestrian crossing

6  NSC Parish Council to seek more volunteers to further strengthen the
Community Speed Watch.

7 | NSC Parish Council to discuss with the Police further steps that could Police
be taken to enforce speed limits.

Local and natural environments

8 NSC Parish Council to encourage Planning Authorities and landowners MDDC, DCC,
to take all possible steps to maintain the features considered most Landowners
important by parishioners by maintaining the distinctive landscape,
woodland, building styles and country lanes.
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

Action

NSC Parish Council to continue to provide strong support for the
existing Community Support Group, Community Resilience Team and
Neighbourhood Watch and to take Actions to encourage further
volunteer contributions to these activities.

NSC Parish Council in conjunction with the Gardening Club to explore
the possibilities of introducing a community gardening scheme for the
elderly and a community composting scheme.

The Newton Wonder to advertise and promote the bulk oil purchase
scheme operated by Devon Communities Together. Lead Newton

Wonder

NSC Parish Council to explore possible community-owned energy
schemes, including consideration of a community biomass boiler.

NSC Parish Council to encourage MDDC in considering Planning
Applications to note wide support in the Parish for solar panels on
houses and commercial buildings, provided they are sensitively

installed.

Community facilities

NSC Parish Council to take Actions to endeavour to ensure the
continued availability for the community of the post office, village
shop, village hall, recreation ground and the parish church.

NSC Parish Council to discuss with the Recreation Ground and the
Parish Church approaches that could be taken to encourage greater
use by the wider village community.

Leisure and recreation

NSC Parish Council, in conjunction with Parish Footpath Warden, the
Newton Ramblers, DCC and landowners, to explore the possibilities for
further enhancing the footpath network including circular routes and

access to woodland.

NSC Parish Council to explore the possibility of further volunteer
support for the Footpaths Officer in the overview and maintenance of
footpaths in the Parish.

NSC Parish Council to ascertain the demand for new clubs or groups to
meet the needs of parishioners and to take appropriate Actions.

NSC Parish Council to continue to assist and support the Friends of
Newton Arboretum in further developing this well-used village facility.

Technology, communication, information

NSC Parish Council and MDDC to continue to press for improvements
to broadband in the Parish.

Partners

Existing volunteer
teams

Gardening Club,
Community Support
Group

Devon Communities
Together

Landowners

MDDC

Village organisations

Recreation Ground
Club, Parochial Church
Council

Footpath Warden,
Newton Ramblers,
DCC, Landowners

Recreation Ground
Club, Parish Hall

Friends of Newton
Arboretum

MDDC
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21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Action

NSC Parish Council to take further steps to obtain improved mobile
phone reception in the Parish.

NSC PC to encourage village organisations to assist the effective
establishment of the Community Web Site.

Local services and facilities

NSC Parish Council and the Community Support Group to further their
efforts to contact and support those members of the community who
experience problems with tasks and accessing services. Lead
Community Support Group

NSC Parish Council to consider ways to improve the quality and
effectiveness of the village mini-market.

In view of wide concern for the standard of maintenance of minor
roads, major roads, highway drainage and field drainage, NSC PC to
consult with appropriate authorities and land managers to seek
improvements, possibly using innovative approaches.

Further development

NSC Parish Council to explore the possibility of more affordably-priced
houses in the Parish and other Actions to increase the number of
younger people in the Parish.

NSC Parish Council together with other village organisations to seek to
establish more clearly the facilities that should be developed for young
people, young adults and older people and take steps to improve
facilities for these groups.

NSC Parish Council to promote dialogue on tree planting to establish
better the requirements and possibilities and to develop Actions.

NSC Parish Council to explore the possibilities of setting up schemes for
bulk waste collection and garden machinery.

Partners

Telecommunication
companies

Newton Wonder, Village
Organisations

NSC PC

Stallholders

MDDC. DCC,
Environment Agency,
Landowners

MDDC, DCC, Housing

Associations, School

Village Organisations

Landowners, Friends
of Newton Arboretum

MDDC
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APPENDICES
Analysis of survey results click here
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APPENDIX 2

Abridged and grouped comments

No. of comments

Summary of comments made on survey forms

Abridged and grouped comments

No. of comments

Q 6 Voluntary work by household members Speed bumps (including suggestions for Station Rd and 16
Would volunteer in future, but not now 1 Langford)
Q11 How important are local bus and rail services? Traffic lights 10
More trains to stop at NSC 6 Chicanes or speed gates 9
Maintain bus service (particularly in evenings); possibly use 2 Flashing lights approaching village (further from centre than at 5
smaller buses present)
Q 13 Proposed Exeter/Crediton footpath/cycleway ¢. Improvements to reduce hazards
Cycle way strongly supported (one response said most 5 Improve Station Rd —A377 junction (including suggestions to 9
important development) widen road or put in roundabout)
Q15 Can road safety in the village be improved? Better warning signs (including bends, railway bridge..) 5
a. Speed limits Improve visibility (including hedge trimming) 5
Enforce current limits, including increased fines and more 18 Improve footpaths by roads 5
prosecutions Stop parking in bus stop lay bys and entrance Godolphin Close 3
Start 30 mph sooner (from Exeter) 6 Move bus stop and lay by at Half Moon 3
20 mph limit variously suggested for A377, West Town and 5 Better provision for cyclists 2
Station Rd Control road users (limit horses, get better discipline by 2
Average speed restriction through village on A377 2 walkers and drivers of farm vehicles)
Speed limit from Quickes to Crediton reduce to 40 mph 2 Problem volume of traffic, rather than speed 2
Make speed limit on A377 40 mph 1 Improve white hatching and central lines (Langford) 1
b. Measures to reduce speeding Central refuge at Newbridge Cross 1
Pedestrian crossing (several mentioned pelican crossing and 36 Speed watch causes problems through vehicles braking when 1
light control) watch seen operating
Speed cameras 21 By pass 1
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Abridged and grouped comments

No. of comments

Abridged and grouped comments

No. of comments

Q16 Public parking in the village Retrofitting of new heating mechanisms for older people (eg 1
Parking problem at School (exacerbated by number of children 3 ground source heat pumps)
from outside village) Q 22 Local leisure, recreation and keep fit activities
Parking problem outside Hall (particularly bingo evenings) 2 a. Physical activities
Parking problem outside of Beer Engine 1 Better running, walking, cycling circular routes (including better 8
Parking problem at New Estate 1 access to woodland, for walking, and making descriptions

available and better footpath maintenance, mentioning
Parking problem on bend going into Court Orchard 1 Ashfields and Half Moon to Langford)
Q17 What makes it a special village? Improved play area for children (paddling pool and sand pit 5
People who live here 2 mentioned)
Public and permissive footpaths 2 Able to use tennis courts on pay and play basis 2
Accessibility to Exeter and Crediton 2 Dance classes 2
Low criminal activity 1 Swimming pool 2
Bus service 1 Adult gym 1
Tranquillity (Sweetham) 1 Badminton 1
Arboretum 1 Bowling green 1
Beer Engine 1 Ice rink 1
Tennis Club and courts 1 Outdoor gym equipment 1
But too many street lights and unnecessary overnight lighting 2 Pilates 1
at Station Zumba and aerobics (evening) 1
Q 20 Support for low carbon technologies b.Village community
Anaerobic digester 1 Better shop (range of goods and opening hours) 5
Insulate houses 1 More community events and festivals (eg annual village street 2
Solar panels on farms are a waste and an eyesore 1 party to help community development)
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Abridged and grouped comments No. of comments Abridged and grouped comments No. of comments
Develop Crown and Sceptre as a community pub 2 31.10/11/1 Do not use herbicide on verges or by hedges 2
More activities in Village Hall including Villages in Action and 2 3
music performances 31.11 Run off from fields and cow-crossing a problem 2
Borrowing shop 1 31.10/11 Fill in potholes 1
Encouragement for Langford to be more part of the village 1 31.14 Widen streams to reduce flooding risk 1
Encourage more of a community in Half Moon 1 31.21 Fines for dropping litter from cars 1
Expand mini-market 1 31.22 Dog fouling still problem despite adequate bins 1
Wave garden 1 Q32 Support for further development
Cinema Club 1 32.4/5 Limited development of affordable homes, 9
Q 25 Internet possibilities for rural living p.art|cularly to get more young people in )
village, but also to help older people downsize

Broadband speed poor 9 : ;

32.4/5 No new houses (until better infrastructure) 2
New superfast broadband excellent 1 : _

32.4/5 Don’t build on countryside 1
Set up social networks in Newton St Cyres 1

32.8 Reach out more to elderly 1
Linking local services and support groups 1 )

32.9 Skateboard park: where and would it be used? 1
Q 27 How would you prefer to receive local authority information? _

32.10 Specimen trees to show seasons 1
Put Newton Wonder on line 1

32.10 Where to plant trees? 1
Q 28 Satisfaction with local community & information services .

Q 33 Where best to source extra funds if needed?
Signage when roads closed is very poor 1 o o

Efficiency savings in local government 2
Q29 Areas giving difficulty ;

National lottery grants 1
OK if 2 people otherwise difficult on your own (getting to shops 1 i i
etc) Voluntary sector, eg promotions at local establishments (bands 1

at pubs)
Q 31 Satisfaction with the local provision of public services i :

Note 60% retired and don’t pay council tax Incorrect 1
31.13 Trim hedges (partly to improve visibility) 3
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Abridged and grouped comments No. of comments Abridged and grouped comments No. of comments
Burn David Cameron for biofuel 1 Dogs need to be on leads 1
Q 34 How does our community fulfil your needs? Noisy dogs a problem 1
Need more younger people (affordable housing) 13 No question on school re-location 1
Need improved community focus at Crown and Sceptre 2 Can’t get child into village school 1
Community can feel factional and unfriendly 2 Move village hall entrance to back 1
Becoming too much a retirement village 1 Encourage lift sharing 1
Need better facilities for younger children 1 Conservation area regulations too restrictive 1
Need more diversity in community 1 Reference to village marginalises Half Moon 1
Need more activity at Village Hall 1

Need more focal points in Half Moon 1

Need to keep tranquillity with little new housing 1

Don’t want noisy neighbours 1

Need to improve public transport 1

Need better traffic control 1

Need new village shop 1

Comments not relating to a specific question

Support move of school (but need traffic to be sorted out) 2

Need to encourage young people to do more for community 2

A good questionnaire 2

Questionnaire too long and complicated 1

Need more salt/grit bins (Norton Cross mentioned) 1

Establish nature reserve in woodland 1
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Some useful Newton St Cyres Numbers

Priest-in-Charge Vacancy

Church Wardens Sue Browne, 1 Glebelands, Sand Down Lane 01392 851460
PCC Hon Secretary Pita Burt pitaburt@gmail.com 01392 851410
PCC Hon Treasurer Clive Lawrence, EIm Cottage, Pump Street 01392 851406
Electoral Roll Officer Jen Holt, 21 Woodlands 01392 851521
Tower Captain Mary Quicke - mary@quickes.co.uk 07729 844945

DOCTORS (Crediton) New Valley Surgery,. 01363 772263
Chiddenbrook Surgery 01363772227
NEWTON WONDER MAGAZINE Editor— Peter Hawksley editor@newtonwonder.net 01392 851269
PARISH COUNCIL Chairman - David Baker 01392 851752
Clerk - Jane Hole 01392 851148
PARISH HALL Chairman — Roger Wilkins 01392 851337
Booking - Mary Long, -maryglong@btinternet.com 01392 851624
PRIMARY SCHOOL Senior Administrator - Madeleine Tucker 01392 851267
Newton Nippers Helen Griggs (or contact the school) 01392 851522
Newton Nappies Alissa Haward 01392 851591
RECREATION CLUB Chairman - Tony Lewis, 01392 432287
Booking Secretary - Mrs Wendy Lewis, 01392 432287
Newton Revels Chairman, Jim Enright, 01392 851859
Art Group Debbie Allerton 01392 462655
Neighbourhood Watch Jacqui Ward- jacqgiward30@yahoo.co.uk 01392 851918
Cancer Research UK Jean Wilkins 01392 851337
Cricket Club David Vallance, 01392 851266
Community Policeman PCSO Lisa Crocker, Police Station, Crediton Dial 101
District Councillor Peter Hare Scott 01363 776409
County Councillor Margaret Squires 01363 84337
Local M P Mel Stride mel.stride.mp@parliament.uk 01392 823306
Football Club Mark Smaldon 07733 455177
Friends of NSC Station Chris Southcott 01392 851569
Luncheon Club Sue Browne 01392 851460
Newton Ramblers Rosemary Chambers 01392 851400
Tennis Club Secretary Laura Leigh 01647 24259
Twinning Circle Lorraine Mitchell 01392 851596
Young Farmers Millie Murphy 07955 686719
Archery Alison Couling 01392 841282
Gardening Club Jane Timlett 01392 851361
Honky Tonks Line Dancing Paula Benford 01392 210830
History Group Jean Wilkins 01392 851337
Table Tennis Roger Wilkins 01392 851337
Friends of the Arboretum Roger Wilkins 01392 851337
Saturday Market — 4" Saturday of the month
Crediton Citizen’s Advice Adviceline (10.30 - 3.30) 03444 111444
Crediton Office (Please leave message asking for 01363 776210

ringback)
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