
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF BOW PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 13 FEBRUARY 2019 AT 7.30P.M.                                                                                  
IN THE COMMUNITY ROOM OF BOW VILLAGE HALL                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                         
                                      Present:  Mr C D Nicks in the Chair,  
                                                         Mesdames L A Hamilton and D M Pritchett-Farrell,    
                                                             Messrs R P Edworthy, C R McAllister, V Steer, M C Williams and R J Yelland. 
            Cllr J Squire and Cllr N Way.  
                        Clerk: Miss B D Ware.    
                                                                 Members of the Public: Nil                                                                                                                               
                                           Apologies:  Mr T J Vanstone.                                                        
 

PARISH  COUNCIL  
 

1. Public Open Forum.  No members of the public present; nothing raised. 
 

2. Minutes.  The minutes of the meeting held on 9 January 2019, having been circulated in advance, were taken as 
read, approved as a complete and accurate record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

3. Matters Arising:- 
 (i) Bow’s K6 telephone kiosk and A.E.D. via Community Heartbeat Trust.  The A.E.D. had been registered (copy of 

documentation required for records) and was fully operational.  Mr McAllister was carrying out weekly checks and 
monthly diagnostics, on the device.  The interior light in the kiosk had failed, the bulb needed checking/replacing.  
The kiosk interior would be painted when weather conditions were suitable. 

              (ii) Community helipad light, Village Field.  Mr McAllister had purchased a padlock etc. which he had fitted to the 
electric cabinet, preventing any unauthorised access and light use.  The three keys were distributed to the Clerk, 
Mrs Pritchett-Farrell and Mr McAllister.  Mr McAllister’s till receipt for £35.34 would be reimbursed.                                                                                                                                                                                                   
(iii) 1st Bow Scouts, funding request for an archery range project situate Burston Meadow.  The Scout Leader had 
advised that the formal agreement of the Burston Meadow Recreation Group Committee was currently awaited, 
also that the Planning application necessary for the archery shelter hadn’t yet been submitted.  More information 
would be available after the Scout Leader had liaised with Scout colleagues.  M.D.D.C. Section 106 information was 
also still awaited (recently reminded). 

 
4. Planning 

APPLICATION 
19/00070/LBC 
Proposal: Listed Building Consent for the installation of a wood burner and chimney pot 
Location: Reeves House, Bow, Crediton, Devon  EX17 6EN 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 271959 / 101809 
Information had been conveyed electronically to Bow Parish Councillors on 17 January 2019.  Approved. 
 
M.D.D.C.  DECISIONS 
APPROVALS 
18/02048/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of extension  
Location: Caerswell, Bow, Crediton, Devon  EX17 6HQ 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272417 / 101728 
 
18/02035/HOUSE 
Proposal: Erection of extension to provide garage and loft store/study above 
Location: Comore Farm, Bow, Crediton, Devon  EX17 6JA 
Site Vicinity Grid Ref: 272421 / 100069 
 

5. Local, Parish and District, Council Elections 2019.  Nomination packs were available via M.D.D.C. (download from 
website or paper version).  Clerk had sent relevant URLs to all Members and paper documentation to any without 
internet connection.  A timetable of proceedings was included with the pack.  Publication of the Notice of Election 
(yet to be received) would be on 18/3/19.  Initial posters and leaflets had been received and posted.  A new Register 
of Electors 2018-2019, containing electoral number (polling district & elector number) info. had just been received.      
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https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PLDMA9KS02X00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PJXSGIKS04G00
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=PJQ1TAKS07T00


6. Local Post Office Service.  The letter of complaint to the Post Office, sent 10/1/19, had not yet elicited a response/ 
acknowledgement.  However, a letter from Post Office Ltd contained a proposal to move Bow’s Post Office service 
to Bow Garden Centre, where it would operate as a new local-style branch.  The current outreach mobile van 
service would cease on 01/03/2019 and the new branch would open on 04/03/2019.  Consultation on the proposed 
new location had commenced 29/01/2019 and would continue until 12/03/2019.  The consultation exercise, within 
Bow community, had been publicised locally by the Clerk via notice boards, GP surgery, Bow and Arrow (March 
issue) and Bow News Desk.  Information sheets had been received and were also available online.  After some ten 
years of the outreach mobile van service, which had provoked numerous complaints, Parish Council was delighted 
with the proposal and was fully supportive of the proposed new service at Bow Garden Centre. 
                   

7. Burston Meadow Sports & Recreation Ground, Request for Funding for M.D.D.C. Planning Appln. Fee .  A request 
that consideration be given to granting a donation towards M.D.D.C.’s Planning application fee, at £462.00, for the 
creation of a second football pitch at Burston Meadow had been received.  One page of the Group’s set of accounts  
for yr end 30/04/2018 had also been received.  Parish Councillors supplied information on the progress made and 
voluntary works being carried out at Burston Meadow.  On the proposal of Mrs Pritchett-Farrell, seconded by                      
Mr McAllister, it was agreed that the cost of the Planning fee be met in full, with the sum of £462.00 granted. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

8. D. C.C. Highways Matters.   
Speeding A3072 western approach to village (proposed extension of 30m.p.h. limit).  Speed checks had been 
conducted by D.C.C. Neighbourhood Team Highways Officer Mr Tucker, on a weekday late January, but in the 
40mph zone.  Results were not public but Cllr Way indicated that the 85th percentile had not been exceeded.                           
Mr Tucker (currently on leave) would check traffic speeds in the 30mph zone.  Members’ concerns around traffic 
speeds  were heightened as a new Post Office facility was due to commence operation at the newly extended 
Garden  Centre in March – as traffic generated in that vicinity increased, with more (particularly older) pedestrians 
needing to cross the busy main road to access the bus stop, the need to reduce traffic speeds/enforce speed limits 
was greater than ever.  Enquiries reference the requested Vehicle Activated Speed Signs (V.A.S.) via Mr Tucker had 
not received a response/acknowledgement from D.C.C.  Cllr Way was endeavouring to pursue it with Mr Tucker. 
Suggested Community Speedwatch (CSW) at Bow.  The P.C.S.O. based at Crediton advised that Community Speed- 
watch was undergoing a complete review within Devon & Cornwall Police and that no new sites or groups would be 
considered until the review had been completed, but no timescale was available.  The Devon & Cornwall Police 
website, checked prior to inviting volunteers’ expressions of interest, had failed to mention the review.  The 4-5 
Bow residents who had expressed interest in serving had been informed of the position.  Cllr Way suggested that an 
accident involving Community Speedwatch volunteers may have caused the review.  Cllr Way thought that Bow had 
previously had a CSW site approved by police but as the police had not received any complaints the site may no 
longer be approved – any complaints should therefore be passed to the Police.  A member of the Crediton CSW 
group had offered to liaise with Bow CSW volunteers, however until a Bow site was police approved there was little 
point.  Cllr Way also commented that two local villages were pursuing acquisition of ‘20’s Plenty’ green signs given 
their perceived traffic speed problems – 20’s Plenty signs, which D.C.C. stated must be sited on private property, 
were not legally binding. 
Godfreys Garden estate road.  Awaited surfacing work, understood to be planned for the current financial year,               
was still awaited.  Cllr Way would pursue with D.C.C. 
Potholes.  D.C.C. had acquired one dragon patcher machine and was looking to acquire a second one. 
Water Lane (at parish boundary), western edge of carriageway erosion.  The hole and hazard it posed to vehicles 
had been reported to D.C.C. (14/1/19) but any safety work had not yet been actioned. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
9. Monitoring of Services  

D.C.C.  Service satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 
M.D.D.C.  Service satisfactory – comment would not be submitted. 

                                                                                                                     
10. Correspondence.  

M.D.D.C. Register of Electors 2018-2019. 
M.D.D.C. Planning, duty planning services – duty hours to be reduced effective 29/01/2019. 
Devon Countryside Access Forum, inviting applications from anyone interested in recreational access for 
appointment to the Forum.  
D.C.C. press release, Snow Warden update, issuing advice and urging people to be prepared. 
Devon Communities Together, info. from ACRE, re. Geological Disposal of Nuclear Waste – Gov’t has moved to the 
next stage of the nuclear waste disposal site process and is running a series of events, including at Exeter 28/2/2019           
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M.D.D.C. Scrutiny Committee, 14/01/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Audit Committee, 22/01/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Community Policy Development Group, 22/01/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Economy Policy Development Group, 29/01/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Special Cabinet meeting, 31/01/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Planning Committee, 06/02/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. Cabinet meeting, 07/02/2019, agenda. 
M.D.D.C. press release, public consultation on the next stage of the Culm Garden Village project, consultation 
period 18/01/19 - 01/03/19. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Council’s Cabinet voted to recommend a preferred route for Cullompton town centre relief 
road. 
M.D.D.C. press release, Mid Devon joins LGBT + pledge for equality at work. 
Villages in Action, running the rural touring performing arts scheme, requesting financial support, with enclosed 
Performance Programme Jan-Jun 2019. 
Devon Communities Together, Citizen’s Advice benefits and money advice training courses. 
Devon Communities Together, 25% off all Devon Community Learning courses listed, info.  
Moving Together Devon, social enterprise aimed at supporting older and less able people to either move home or 
stay in their current property with appropriate changes/adaptations, publicity/advert. 

 M.D.D.C. Town and Parish newsletter, February 2019 issue, (circulated to Members 04/02/19).    
 D.A.L.C. newsletter,  staffing at D.A.L.C., D.A.L.C. to end service agreement with Devon Communities Together 
 and to have a new address, N.A.L.C. News (Loneliness call for evidence, Shining a light on 150 local councils 
 and N.A.L.C. letter  sent to it’s 100,000 councillors).                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
 Publications: Clerks & Councils Direct, Local Council Review, Healthwatch Voices, Healthwatch Devon and                     
 DCC Connectme (Celebrating Devon’s inspirational women, Children in Care Awards 2019, Vote for your    
 recycling hero, consultation on future transport plans for Exeter, new opportunity for rural micro businesses, 
 community transport passengers support local high streets & Foster Carers).       
                                                                                                                                                                                             

11. Finance.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Bank balances brought forward: Deposit a/c £7,894.63, Current a/c £15,946.67                                                                               
ACCOUNTS  AUTHORISED  FOR  PAYMENT  
GDM Cleaning (bus shelter glass clean 7/2/19) £6.00 
Mr C R McAllister (padlock, etc) £35.34 
Bow Recreation Group CIC (grant – MDDC Planning fee for Burston Meadow) £462.00 
 

12. Any Other Business.   
(i) Bow Waterworks.  The Clerk, also Clerk to Bow Waterworks, reported that work to renew a 23m section (the                  
Square to just south of Fern Villa, Station Rd) of the M.D.D.C. owned sub main was planned to commence 25 Feb-                 
ruary 2019 with the D.C.C. road opening licence valid until 1 March 2019.  Since switching the eight council owned 
Godfreys Garden properties to South West Water M.D.D.C. had steadfastly maintained that it no longer had any 
maintenance responsibility for it’s pipe, claiming that maintenance responsibility was with the householders who 
took their Bow Water supply via the sub main, which those householders refuted.  Given a long standing leak which 
had provoked complaints (including to Mr Mel Stride M.P.) the Trustees felt that the responsible course of action 
was to renew a section of the sub main which was believed to be in poor condition but with that work to be carried 
out not to be construed as an admission of responsibility, which had been conveyed to M.D.D.C.  Parish Council, 
Custodian Trustee, recommended that the contractor’s invoice for the works be sent to M.D.D.C. for payment and if 
unpaid pursued via the County Court where a judge would determine maintenance responsibility for said pipe. 
(ii) D.C.C. Invest in Devon fund.  Cllr Way reported that there were still funds available but the deadline for receipt 
of applications was end of February 2019.   
(iii) Crediton Community Health Hub.  Cllr Way, who was involved with the Hub, said that two Crediton surgeries, 
Chiddenbrook and Newcombes (New Valley) practices, wanted to merge.  There had been consultation, with the 
architect involved suggesting that extra facilities (e.g. physiotherapy, etc) may be included for local surgeries. 
(iv) Clinical Commissioning Groups (C.C.G.s).  Mrs Pritchett-Farrell commented on the proposed merger of two 
Devon NHS C.C.G.s, North East and West (NEW) Devon C.C.G. with South Devon and Torbay C.C.G. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

13. Date of Next Meeting.  Wednesday 13 March 2019 at 7.30p.m. at the Community Room of Bow Village Hall.  
 
This concluded the business and the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.30p.m.                                                                
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