
Many of these comments are agreeing or disagreeing in principle.  There is further analysis to be 

done before a true picture can be achieved, but these have been typed up exactly as they appeared 

on the forms completed on or after the Consultation on 9th and 10th September. 

 

Agree  = 44 

Disagree = 58 

 

 

Agree Comments 

 

Old Butterleigh Road  

 

Forms ticked with no comments only x 16 

 

Comments from website 

None 

 

Comments 

• As long as only six or seven houses on this small site, then OK. 

 

• Whilst homes for the young are being considered, I do think those in their latter years also need 

consideration.  Bungalows ideal for here as it would blend in far better with the rest of the road. 

 

• This site is crying out for sympathetic development.  Please do remember that local need includes 

elderly villagers.  Bungalows, although no longer really in favour would be most suitable, or houses 

with restricted elevation.  The site must not be over developed.  Covenants required to safeguard the 

opposite. 

 

• Access?  Possibility of site flooding.  Although it is a lovely conservation area and good for birds 

and wildlife, it seems quite a sensible proposal to build between 4 and 5. 

 

• Ideal to infill current ribbon development at this end of the village. 

 

• Seems logical to fill in this void. 

 

• Not to spill across the road into the allotment site.  Drainage and damp. 

 

• This is the most congenial site of the ones put forward.  It would not impact on the feel of the 

village and the road is relatively wide.  Pedestrian access to the village centre is easy.  I would 

support this site being allocated for development.  I would like to see as many houses hear as are 

suitable. 

 

• The number of units need to be reduced to no more than five.  Although this is a green field site, it 

would be far less detrimental to the character of the village than the site proposed at the Glebe. 

 

• No more than 8 indicated. 

 

• Subject of affordable housing included and flood plain area taken in to consideration. 

 



• Affordable properties good.  Good footway needs to extend to village and to houses beyond new 

development since this will increase traffic on narrow lane. 

 

• A good site for development. 

 

• Would not affect the historic aspect of the village.  Fairly busy road anyway. 

 

• Affordable housing should in principle be provided on site. 

 

• Good that 30% is affordable. 

 

• Whilst not in favour of this site, I do feel it would have less impact than the proposed development 

on the Glebe.  I also believe that Hederman Close the adjoining field, should be considered.  The 

design of the existing estate is not suitable for a gateway.  I would prefer a small development of 

traditional cottages on this site to create a more sympathetic and traditional gateway. 

 

• Agree in principle but too many houses proposed.  Five would be enough. 

 

• The infill here seems to make good sense with minimal impact on character of the village. 

 

• Seems sensible infill.  I hope the hedge/bank on the road will be preserved and a single entrance 

from the road be made with internal routes to all houses. 

 

• Affordable housing for local people.  We need younger generation to have foot on the local ladder. 

 

• Subject to limit on numbers as an infill site, road will need widening along frontage to make two 

way.  No access for future development to east of site should be provided.  This is ribbon 

development so its appearance should be in keeping with neighbouring property. 

 

• Room for six, not 8 compared with present four plots. 

 

• Only issue is safety of walking to and from village for children. 

 

• This could be a viable site if road is dealt with and impact minimised where possible on wildlife, 

etc. 

 

• If road access improved, buildings do not overlook properties.  Plenty of planting/maintain hedges 

to obscure view from other properties. 

 

• Main road access needs to be wider and thought given to the height of housing built as bungalows 

are on either side. 

 

• In principle I would be in favour of the development of this site but along the original proposal of 

six dwellings, not 8.   Also, the 30% affordable housing contribution should be earmarked for 

providing dwellings in Silverton not “another location” which could mean outside our area.  

Providing the above plus proof that the other issues concerning the flood risk have been addressed, I 

would support this development.  I hope that the Parish Council will be able to make the revised 

plans available to view ASAP. 

 



 

  



Disagree Comments 
Old Butterleigh Road  

 

Forms ticked with no comment made x 6 

 

Comments on website 

 

Site: Site on right hand side up Butterleigh Hill when leaving the village 

Disagree 

Comments/Issues: 

already too much traffic through village via High St. 

 

Site: Site on right hand side up Old Butterleigh Road when leaving the village 

Disagree 

Comments/Issues: 

Fore Street is already quite congested at times, and is narrow in parts. The existing infrastructure of the 

village centre doesn’t support this number of dwellings. 

 

Comments 

 

• We live at 23 Parsonage lane.  We have two reasons for objecting to the development of the Old 

Butterleigh Road site.  1.  Building 8 houses there would increase the traffic down High Street and 

Fore Street.  Even with the current traffic flow, the Fore Street, High Street, King Street, Parsonage 

Lane crossroads is dangerous, as visibility up High Street for traffic coming out of Parsonage lane is 

extremely poor and visibility to the left down Fore Street, only a little better.  2.  Even more serious 

for us in particular as residents of 23 Parsonage Lane is the potential effect of water run-off from 8 

new houses with the associated hard landscaping on the stream which runs alongside the eastern 

border of the site.  The site slopes towards the stream so that is the direction in which run off will 

occur.  This stream continues to pass alongside our field and through our garden then under the end 

of Parsonage Lane into the garden of 16 Davies Close.  It then goes down a sump to emerge on the 

west side of the recreation ground.  This stream is the only water course in Silverton to feature on 

the Environment Agency flood map.  It is in Flood Zone 3 where it runs through the garden of 23 

Parsonage Lane.  It is enclosed within stone banks.  The level of the top of these banks is higher 

than the back door to the property, so should the water level rise over the top of these banks, it will 

flood through our cottage.  This indeed happened in late summer of 1997 when houses in Fore 

Street were also flooded.  Subsequently, MDDC gave us a supply of sand bags.  We have put out 

these sandbags on occasion when the stream reached high levels to divert any runoff out into 

Parsonage Lane.  There had been occasions when the dip at the end of Parsonage Lane has 

backfilled from the downstream side through a gap in the wall in the garden of 16 Davies Close.  

The MDDC SHLAA fails to address this issue being concerned only with whether the actual site is 

liable to be flooded.  It states Flood Risk Flood Zone 1.  A river runs to the eastern side of the site 

and a small proportion of the eastern field falls within Flood Zones 2 and 3.  It should be noted that 

the stream is designated as a Critical Ordinary Watercourse (COW) and is therefore the 

responsibility of the Environment Agency.  See  

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/environment/land-drainage-and-watercourses/main-rivers-

in-mid-devon/ . We would like to see a response from the Environment Agency on the view of 

increased runoff into the stream as a result of development further up Old Butterleigh Road before 

any final decision on development is reached.  We realise that it is difficult to envisage the above 

from a written text and would be very happy to show around our property anyone involved in 

making these decisions so that they can get a better appreciation of our issues of concern.  We 

would also like to receive a written reply from the Parish Council addressing these concerns.  From 

Dr Bob Wilson and Ms Sheila Wilson 

 

https://www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/environment/land-drainage-and-watercourses/main-rivers-in-mid-devon/
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/environment/land-drainage-and-watercourses/main-rivers-in-mid-devon/


• This site has been rejected several times when it was put forward for development.  So why would it 

be suitable now.  It was rejected with very good reasons.  It floods on a regular basis.  Not good to 

build homes on.  The access would be very difficult on such a narrow lane.  It is not possible for two 

vehicles to pass on most of the lane.  The traffic situation at that end of the village is horrendous and 

more houses would only add to an already bad situation.  The infrastructure at that end of the village 

could not cope with more dwellings.  Problems with the old and not well designed sewerage system 

have long been a problem at that end of the village.  Altogether a bad idea. 

 

• This could cause havoc with the people/tractors going up and down the road meeting lorries etc.  It is 

I fear, a common issue that the roads plus parking in Silverton need sorting first.  Speed limits need 

addressing by MDDC. 

 

• This development is totally unsuitable for the narrow road.  Already with the parking in Fore 

Street/High Street, it is almost impossible for traffic to get through.  This means the agricultural 

vehicles do not attempt to get through but have had to use Applemead and Silverdale instead.  I think 

there could also be a flooding issue with this site.  This would need to be investigated properly so that 

once houses are built, they can actually get insurance. 

 

• 8 dwelling on this parcel of land seems excessive and completely out of harmony with the 

surrounding bungalows/houses.  What implications are there for the runoff of the rainfall from the 

roofs of these planned houses?  Are there any implications for the flooding of High Street and Fore 

Street which the village has suffered in the past? 

 

• This would be most desirable and picturesque site but well informed Silvertonians tell me that this 

area is known to extremely wet and prone to flooding from springs. 

 

• This site has been refused three times.  Partly because of flooding.  Building on this site would cause 

even more runoff with potential flooding further down.  Access is also a problem.  It could be a 

valuable recreational space for the village. 

 

• Access to main road difficult.  Many farm vehicles.  In constant use. 

 

• Access through village difficult.  Farm vehicles use this road. 

 

• There is too much heavy traffic (tractors) already going up and down this road.  Could be dangerous 

to pull out into.  Also it is very damp/wet up around there. 

 

• Likely to increase chances of flooding both on the site and lower down in the village.  Traffic 

congestion will be increased will involve destruction of ancient hedgerows. 

 

• Narrowness of Butterleigh Road in both directions.  Extra traffic into the village along an 

overcrowded street. 

 

• I feel the access is poor.  This would have to be considerably widened.  I still have concerns of the 

population of the school and how it will cope with the influx of additional children. 

 

• Concerns about proposed density of 8 properties impacting on traffic through the village.  Lower 

density for this site would be preferable. 

 

• Totally ridiculous with regard to increased traffic.  This is a very narrow road which many people 

walk.  This will make this a very dangerous area. 

 



• I agree to most developments where there is a need but this one poses lots of problems with access, 

water runoff, etc and think it is going to cause too many problems. 

 

• Not a good idea. 

 

• Totally disagree.  Road too narrow for traffic.  Fore Street cannot withstand more heavy vehicles, not 

only is it narrow, the houses are very old.  It would cause vibration to the foundations.  Who would 

pay for the damage caused?  Applemead and Silverdale already have enough tractors going through 

the area.  This is an inappropriate area for building. 

 

• Too many dwellings. 

 

• Would prefer 4 properties. 

 

• Out of keeping with 8 builds.  Land refused planning before due to flooding, etc. 

 

• Creates serious problems for traffic flow.  Many large agricultural vehicles already go down 

Silverdale and Applemead and Tiverton Road because they cannot go down Fore Street.  Already this 

creates problems of congestion which could get much worse and much traffic already goes too fast 

along Tiverton Road which can cause real danger for pedestrians who need to use the road and other 

vehicles. 

 

• Further traffic on Butterleigh Road will be dangerous.  Already tractors and heavy equipment coming 

down the hill towards the village at speed are an accident waiting to happen. 

 

• Is this on a flood plain?  If so, don’t build on it.  Like they did in Minehead, it causes trouble in years 

to come.   

 

• Unsuitable.  Far too narrow. 

 

• Losing hedge would be detrimental and would cause flooding after flash floods. 

 

• Narrow road, flood area.  Road in heavy rain has stream running down. 

 

• Too many houses.  Historic hedges (the mediaeval coach road to Tiverton) would be lost.  The 

character of the ancient road should be retained.  Very wet.  Many springs (see willow shoots ??? wet 

land conditions.  Houses would flood. Also serves as sponge to hold water coming down the hill.  

Would substantially increase flooding risk to the village if built on.  Increase in traffic up Fore Street 

and High Street or through the estates of Applemead and Silverdale would be detrimental to users of 

these roads and houses. 

 

• Great to include affordable housing but there is absolutely no way the village can support more traffic 

through the High Street either during the build or after.  Maximum of two dwellings would be all that 

should be allowed and even then that increases the traffic.   

 

• My concern with this is access for the increased traffic.  Additional traffic using both Applemead, 

Silverdale and High Street.  Agricultural traffic accessing Butterleigh already uses Applemead and 

Silverdale and cars from King Street park in both Tiverton Road, Applemead, High Street, Fore 

Street.  How would this work? 

 

• Floods and old Devon hedge to stay. 

 

• Much too concentrated in space 



 

• Floods 

 

• Totally opposed.  This land floods. 

 

• Understand concerns of residents in High Street and Fore Street.  Area of flood plain, etc.  Over 

developed.  Possibly less housing than suggested may be possible if flood plain concerns addressed. 

 

• There may be room for one or two more houses up Butterleigh Road but the only access is via Fore 

Street which is already congested. 

 

• MDDC state that part of the site floods.  As usual, if they want to build, suddenly it is no problem.  

There is a reason why the field is full of self-seeded willow.  When there is heavy rain, flood water 

runs down this road and carries on well into High Street.  With the amount of building and tarmac 

covering the site, it is extremely likely that this will increase the extent and range of this flooding.  

The council want to replace the old Devon hedge with a verge.  This is the old Toll Road and a very 

historic part of the village.  There are strong reasons why this hedge should be retained.  The road is 

very narrow and on a daily basis is in constant use by very large tractors who have to stop for any 

pedestrians to squeeze past.  If the hedge was replaced with a verge in a very short period of time, it 

would be destroyed by traffic mounting it as a passing place.  It would also enable water to flow into 

the road.  Parking is a huge problem in High Street, Fore Street and the streets are narrow.  The traffic 

generated by building these houses can only make this ongoing problem even worse. 

 

• Development would be difficult given the width of the lane and the process of widening it would 

make the use by other traffic especially farm vehicles, very difficult.  Fore Street, Applemead and 

Silverdale are already very heavily used and development on this site would increase this, especially 

in the short term. 

 

• Issues with the width of the country lane and the amount of water draining down the hill. There is no 

room for walking the dog with the amount of tractors using the road.  Devon hedges should not be 

interfered with.  Strongly opposed. 

 

• The number of houses suggested is too many for this site if there is to be sufficient gardens and 

parking.  With this many houses, parking will spill on to the already congested Silverdale.  The 

access to this site is very poor requiring cars and the initial construction vehicles to drive through the 

bottleneck of the village square or down the residential area of Silverdale. 

 

• I was told this ground is very wet.  Many springs from Criss Cross so there may be more risk down 

High Street and the adjoining properties. 

 

• Poor site.  Very wet.  Water source for village.  Road access poor 

 

• I strongly object to the site on Butterleigh Road.  The north end of the village is plagued with large 

volumes of traffic and numerous agricultural vehicles.  This lane is very narrow and cannot cope with 

the present day traffic.  The infrastructure at this end of the village will not cope with extra dwellings 

(extra sewer and services). 

 

• Even though you propose widening the road adjacent to the site, the rest of the road is very narrow.  

Also, how will this affect the stream as I have to look after culvert further down. 

 

• This site is totally unsuitable for development. 

 



• 8 dwellings is too many as will increase traffic flow down Fore Street which is already dangerous at 

times with cars mounting pavement. 

 

• This site, although it could be viewed as infill, is in a sensitive position.  It would be a pity to spoil 

the narrow Devon lane with over development.  Single storey homes may be the answer. 

 

• I note that on the plan of 2009 six dwelling were proposed.  There did not appear to be much room 

between each building and its neighbours.  8 dwellings seem to be an overcrowding of the site 

particularly as part of it is a flood plain.  I see that no development is to be made on the eastern side 

of the site where the flood plain is.  Have any recent surveys been made to establish precisely where 

the western fringe of the flood plain is.  Finally has the applicant made a convincing case that the 

surface water from the additional two dwellings (from 6-8) will be satisfactorily disposed of. 

 

• The village needs family homes of three and four bedrooms.  So many growing families leave to buy 

elsewhere as there is nothing affordable in the village below £500K.  Current houses being built are 

too small, lacking in outdoor space and sufficient parking.  The recent homes built on the old Londis 

site have had a vast increase in parking on the Square and as a consequence it is now a traffic 

bottleneck.  We need homes that have gardens to play in, not just a tiny courtyard.  Children below 10 

and 11 years cannot go out unattended and to suggest they go to the park is ridiculous.  This day and 

age of growing childhood obesity, I am sure is down the lack of outside space with houses being built 

(so often for profit of unscrupulous non local builders).  Building tiny homes will dramatically 

change the demographic of the village losing families and simply having the village become a 

dormitory suburb of Exeter housing young couples who do not need the space.  (Garden plus parking 

plus 3 to 4 bedroom affordable homes equals happy community based village). 

 

• 8 on 0.35 Ha Light trees/hedges.  The report on this site is not as useful or as clear as those on the 

other sites.  Mature trees and hedges are here and would be lost for access by widening the road.  

(These may support dormice).  Definitely bats.  Traffic from the Square to Old Butterleigh Road. 

 

 

 

 


