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MINUTES  OF A MEETING OF SILVERTON PARISH COUNCIL 
held MONDAY 4th JULY 2016 

 
Present:  Cllrs J Barrett, G Barrett, A Lawson, J Roach, O Kennard &  S Roach  
 
District Cllr J Roach  
 
Minute 112571  Apologies for absence 
 
Apologies were received from Cllr P Dixon, District Cllr B Deed and County Cllr J Berry 
 
Minute 112572  To consider any applications for co-option as a Parish Councillor 
 
Ms Frances Derbyshire addressed the Parish Council and gave a statement to the meeting as to village 
knowledge and why she would like to be considered to be co-opted onto the Parish Council 
 
Cllr J Roach proposed Ms Derbyshire is co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Cllr G Barrett seconded the 
proposal – a vote was taken which was unanimous.  Ms Derbyshire signed the Declaration of Acceptance 
of Office Form which the Clerk countersigned. 
 
Minute 112573 Statement from the Monitoring Office, MDDC 
 
Cllr J Roach explained it was a very unusual step to take but she had asked the Monitoring Officer to 
prepare a statement to be read by the Clerk.  Cllr J Roach explained as she had heard of statements 
being made in the village which were just not acceptable and therefore at the behest of herself, Cllr S 
Roach and District Cllr B Deed she had asked the Monitoring Officer to comment.  The Clerk read the 
following statement to the meeting: 
 
“As the Monitoring Officer I have received a number of pieces of correspondence where people have 
raised concerns over the Room 4U project and the conduct and interests of some of the individuals 
involved. 
 
I thought it would be useful to make a statement outlining some of the questions that have been raised 
with me, along with my answers, to clarify what the situation is from a Standards point of view. 
 
Questions:  

1. Do Councillors that have an interest in Silverton Room 4 U have an interest and have they been 
declared on relevant paperwork and at meetings they have attended? 

2. Are Councillors Jenny Roach, Stephen Roach and Bob Deed allowed to take part in discussions in 
respect of Silverton Room 4U and can they vote on any decisions? 

 
As Councillors will recall. the Localism Act of 2011 introduced changes in respect of the Standards 
Regime.  There are now two types of interests, firstly disclosable pecuniary interests (DPIs) and secondly 
personal interests. 
 
A DPI is very tightly governed by legislation and relates to anything financially which benefits the 
individual Councillor or their partner.  This includes things such as wages from employment, shares, 
property, etc.  The law clearly states that if a Councillor has a DPI they must declare it, leave the chamber 
and not take any further part of the meeting or vote on the matter. 
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The legislation did not set out how to deal with Personal Interests and gave each Council the opportunity 
to set this out in their code of conduct. 
In the case of Silverton Parish Council they have adopted the MDDC code which means that if a 
Councillor has a Personal Interest they are able to declare the interest, remain in the chamber, take part 
in the discussions and vote on the matter. 
 
Councillors Jenny Roach, Stephen Roach and Bob Deed are trustees of the Silverton Room 4 U charity and 
this means that they are doing something to benefit the community and are not putting their own money 
into the project.  Therefore this would not fall under the legal definition of a DPI but would constitute a 
Personal Interest. 
 
Councillors Jenny Roach and Stephen Roach both declared Silverton Room 4 U as a personal interest on 
their Silverton Parish Council register of interest forms.  Councillor Jenny Roach also declared the interest 
on her Mid Devon District Council form as well. 
 
Councillor Bob Deed is not a Parish Councillor for either Silverton or Thorverton.  Therefore it is not 
relevant or appropriate for him to declare an interest when attending Silverton Parish Council meetings 
to give his update as the Mid Devon District Councillor ward member.  Councillor Deed, however, would 
need to declare a personal interest if he was involved in making a decision regarding Silverton Room 4 U 
at Mid Devon District Council. 
 
So in summary the Councillors have a personal interest if the matter of Silverton Room 4 U is discussed at 
a Council where they are part of the decision making body. 
The Councillors are able to discuss and vote on anything relating to Silverton Room 4 U in accordance 
with the code of conduct and law. 
 
All three Councillors have, in my opinion, acted entirely appropriately in respect of their conduct and 
interests. 
 
Amy Tregellas 
Monitoring Officer 
Mid Devon District Council” 
 
Minute 112574  Meeting open to members of the public – 15 minutes 
 
No matters arose 
 
Minute 112575  Presentation to the Parish Council by Mr G Knowles on behalf of St Thegonnec 
 
Mr Geoffrey Knowles had recently been on a Twinning visit to St Thegonnec and was asked by the Parish 
Chairman to read out a letter on his behalf which he did.  Mr Knowles had been given a bespoke plate 
and a medal (which had been struck when the Church burnt down) to be presented to the Parish and he 
presented these items to the Parish Council. 
 
To approve Minutes of meeting held on 6th June 2016 
 
Cllr Kennard pointed out that “week” should read “weed” in Minute 112568.  Subject to this 
amendment Cllr Lawson proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true record.  Cllr J Roach seconded the 
proposal – vote taken with 5 in favour and 2 abstentions.  
 
Minute 112576  Matters arising from Minutes of 4.4.2016 



 

 1395 

 
Football Club – copy Lease provided to Mr Jephcott.   Football Club has also been asked to urgently 
inspect the chain link fencing on the Coach Road boundary with a view to repair, replacement or to 
dismantle ASAP due to Health & Safety reasons.  The Chairman reported that he and Cllr S Roach had 
looked at the fence and in their opinion the fence was not wide enough and balls were still going over 
the fence and bouncing off cars in Coach Road.  Cllr J Roach confirmed she would speak with the S106 
Officer with a view to funding and if no funds were available TAP funding may be considered.  Cllr 
Kennard indicated that the chain link fencing was very dangerous and it was agreed that the Clerk would 
contact the Football Club again asking for an urgent response and indicating that if the fence is not taken 
down within 7 days the Parish Council will arrange for this to be carried out and look to the Football Club 
to cover the expense. 
 
Notice board – Cork tiles purchased and these would be given to the Contractor 
 
Defibrillator at Primary School – The governors have asked for clarity as to the running costs of the unit 
and whether or not there would be any cost to the school.  Subject to clarity on these issues it is likely a 
unit could be situate at the Primary School.  The Chairman indicated that he had been to Thorverton to 
collect a surplus “Defibrillator” sign for the village and he had been informed that the cost of the 
electricity to run a defibrillator is in the region of £1.00 per month.  It was agreed the Parish Council 
would cover the cost of electricity if a defibrillator is sited at the School. 
 
With regard to the defibrillator sign the Chairman will speak to the Manager of The Spar to see if it can 
be displayed on the wall.  If agreement is reached the Contractor will be asked to put the sign up. 
 
With regard to defibrillator training, the Chairman had spoken with Dr O’Brien who had indicated that 
the original instructor had left but a new instructor had been appointed and the Surgery update the 
Parish Council in due course. 
 
It was agreed to apply to the British Heart Foundation for a second defibrillator for the village.  It was 
noted the Parish Council are holding funds given to it by the Silverton Parochial Trust towards the cost. 
 
“No Dog” stencils – The Richard’s Educational Trust has not consented to a stencil being placed on the 
step to the Little Rec.  It was agreed to ask Mr G Knowles to formally put forward the Parish Council’s 
request to secure the picnic table and place a “no dog” sign to the Charity’s next meeting. 
 
Play Area Inspections – MDDC has been requested to carry out bi-monthly inspections with an 
additional inspection in July.  Confirmation not yet received when these will be commenced.  
Confirmation had also been requested that the Parish Council will be receive a written report after each 
inspection. 
 
ROSPA Reports – MDDC asked to clarify their post inspection report re roundabout.  The Officer in 
question is on annual leave and a response is awaited. 
 
New Lease re Little Rec – Clerk is to have meeting this week with Mr G Knowles to draft a new Lease.   
The Richard’s Educational Charity has agreed to grant a new Lease on similar terms to the original. 
 
Parish Council Facebook page – Cllr Dixon has created the Facebook page 
 
Jubilee Gardens – Cllr Kennard confirmed she had not yet spoken or met with Mr Land but would do so 
as soon as possible. 
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Footpath from School Road to The Square – an email received from Devon County Council had been 
circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting in which it was stated that road safety, and in particular 
the point that a particular site “is an accident waiting to happen” is regularly expressed in 
correspondence to the County Council.  In order to assess safety issues the County Council undertake an 
annual cluster review to ensure their limited funding is directed towards providing schemes at locations 
where there is a particular problem and where improvements would reduce the number of injury or 
accidents.  School Road does not show as a location where the introduction of safety measures needs to 
be prioritised at this time. 
 
Minute 112577 Discussion with Police Representatives, County Councillor J Berry, District 

Councillors J Roach and B Deed of any relevant matters 
 
District Cllr J Roach had discussed the problems with regard to grass cutting with the Chief Executive and 
he had influenced the grass cutting in the village.    There is a Consultation currently regarding methods 
in planning and how MDDC consult with people and District Cllr J Roach asked that everyone have a look 
at the Consultation papers and make comments.  She said she felt MDDC needs to make better use of 
Parish Councils, Social Media and Parish Magazines to get the information into the public domain. 
 
With regard to hedges, District Cllr Roach informed the meeting that MDDC had now accepted the 
hedge at Livinghayes Road was their responsibility. 
 
Police – the Chairman had received information from PC Tim Soper who confirmed that currently he is 
the only Neighbourhood Officer for Silverton although he does also cover other rural areas of Tiverton.  
He has a direct dial number which he can be contacted on when he is on duty and this was given to the 
Councillors.  PC Soper had confirmed that during June three incidents had been two reported, two 
offences of burglary,  one in a dwelling and the other relating to a shed/garage.  Reports of sheep being 
attacked in the Thorverton area had been received but there were no witnesses to these incidents.  The 
Chairman had reported to PC Soper car parking problems at Oak Close and Livinghayes Road but when 
he visited the village there was no car parking issues. 
 
Minute 112578  Planning   
 

Cllr J Roach took no part in the discussions as she is a District Councillor for the Ward and wishes to 

remain independent of the Parish Council so as to be able to represent the parishioners. 
 

(a) Applications 
 

Declaration of Interest 
 

DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
Cllrs J and G Barrett declared a personal interest prior to discussion taking place on the following 

application. 

 
16/00831/LBC – Listed Building Consent for internal alterations, installation of new staircase and 
installation of replacement rooflights – The Old Lodge, 5A Fore Street, Silverton 
 
After discussion Cllr S Roach proposed the Parish Council supported the above application.  Cllr 
Lawson seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 5 in favour and 2 abstentions 

 
16/00911/HOUSE – Queen Anne House, 5D Fore Street, Silverton – erection of rear extension 
with roof light 
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After discussion Cllr G Barrett proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr 
Kennard seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 5 in favour and 2 abstentions. 
 
 
16/00915/HOUSE – 3 High Bullen, Silverton – erection of a porch extension 
 
After discussion Cllr G Barrett proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr 
Lawson seconded the proposal – a vote was taken with 5 in favour and 2 abstentions 
 
16/00922/FULL – 3 Tuns, Silverton - erection of a dwelling 
 
After discussion it was agreed that the plans available to view on line were very poor and it was 
agreed to point this out to MDDC (copy to Jenny Clifford, Head of Planning at MDDC). 
 
Cllr S Roach proposed that the Parish Council do not support the above application due to the 
overdevelopment of the site.  Cllr Lawson seconded the proposal. A vote was taken with 5 in 
favour and 2 abstentions. 
 
16/00985/FULL – Exe Valley Practice, 3 Coach Road, Silverton – conversion of existing practice to 
dwelling with parking and garden 
 
After discussion Cllr Kennard proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr G 
Barrett seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 5 in favour and 2 abstentions. 
 
10/00201/FULL/V106 – The Old Village Hall Site – Variation of S106 Agreement  
 
An application had been made to MDDC to vary the original Unilateral Agreement whereby 
payments would be deferred from the commencement of works to being due on the occupation 
of the 2nd and 5th dwellings. 
 
Cllr Lawson proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr Kennard seconded 
the proposal – vote taken with 5 in favour and 2 abstentions. 
 
12/011426 – Barns at Livinghayes Farmhouse, Livinghayes, Road, Silverton – Discharge of 
Planning Conditions 
 
An application had been made to MDDC to discharge Conditions 3,4, 7 and 9.   
 
Cllr J Roach informed the Council that she had asked MDDC to clarify what action is being taken 
with regard to the Japanese Knotweed on the site as this covers a large area.  It was agreed the 
Clerk would also write asking for clarification on this point. 
 

(b) Approvals/Refusals (received from MDDC)  
 

Declaration of Interest 
Cllrs J and S Roach declared personal interests with regard to the Planning Approval in relation to the 

Public Conveniences in Wyndham Road 

 
APPROVAL –Erection of porch, rear extension and new conservatory following demolition of 
existing – 2 Parsonage Lane, Silverton 
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APPROVAL – Erection of single storey side extension porch in place of existing garage and 
erection of conservatory to rear – 14 Silverdale, Silverton 
 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENT – internal alterations to create additional bedroom and bathroom – 
Applegarth, King Street, Silverton 
 
APPROVAL- Retention of an agricultural access gateway to include removal of section of 
hedgebank and 1 tree – Lower Dorweeke, Silverton 
 
APPROVAL – erection of new day centre following demolition of public toilets – Wyndham Road, 
Silverton 
 

(c) Any other planning matters 
 
16/00180/FULL – Erection of 2 dwellings following demolition of existing dwelling (Revised 
Scheme) – 19 Exeter Road, Silverton - it was noted that this application was being considered by 
the Planning Committee at its meeting on 6th July 2016 
 

Minute 112579  Finances 
 

(a) Monthly invoices 
 

Chq No Payee Amount Income Amount 

002216 Mrs S Woodland £559.90 (wages) 
£40.98 (expenses) 

Proceeds from Queens 
Party celebrations 

£1,303.00 

002217 Mr D L Marsden £250.00 (contractor)   

002218 Flagpole Express £43.20 (Union Jack)   

002219 Mr P A Dixon £19.00  
(bunting for Queen’s celebrations) 

  

002220 Kenniford Farm Kitchen  £720.00  
(catering for Queen’s celebrations) 

  

002221 St Johns Ambulance £110.40 
(First Aid cover to Queen’s celebrations)  

  

002222 Mr S Land £45.00 (weed killing etc)   

002223 Mrs G Barrett £73.81 
(provisions for Queen’s celebrations) 

  

002224 Mrs A Lawson £7.00 
(provisions for Queen’s celebrations) 

  

002225 Sacha Feeham £15.00 
(provisions for Queen’s celebrations) 

  

B Other Financial matters 
 

(i) Recreation Field Fencing 
 
With regard to the new wooden fencing at the Recreation Field and on the boundary of Coach Road 
this had been partially completed and the Chairman would speak with DB Fencing to ensure this was 
completed urgently for Health & Safety reasons.  He would also ensure that the fencing at the top of 
the Jubilee Gardens would also be completed to ensure no gaps within the fencing along the 
boundary. 
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(ii) Internal Audit 
 
It was noted that Cllr S Roach had carried out a quarterly internal audit – no problems to report. 

 
(iii)  Tree Replacement on Bury (requested by Cllr Kennard) 
 
Cllr Kennard informed the meeting that she does have a small Oak which was from an Estate of the 
Queen which could replace the Horse Chestnut which was felled.  A general discussion took place as 
to what species of tree should be planted to replace the Horse Chestnut and it was agreed to defer 
any decision to the September meeting. 
 
It was noted the root of the stump on the Bury was still alive and the Contractor should be asked to 
return and kill the stump. 
 
There was a Hazelnut Tree on the Bury which needs to come out. 
 
The Lime trees required trimming – Agenda item for September. 
 
(iv) Request from Dr M Leonard to support TAP funding application for disabled Bowls Buggy at 
Bradninch 
 
Cllr J Roach proposed the Parish Council support the application.  Cllr Lawson seconded the 
application – vote taken with 6 in favour and 1 abstention. 

 
(iv) To consider possibility of Parish Council taking over responsibility for all grass cutting in the 

village 
 
Cllr J Roach explained the problem with regard to grass cutting in the village was the fact that each 
Authority (Parish, District and County) were providing different number of cuts at different times.  
Historically this had happened previously when she and the then District Councillor for Thorverton 
(Charles Noon) arranged for all the cuts to be carried out at one time.  Cllr J Roach stated that she 
proposed that the Parish Council write to MDDC and DCC asking them to consider an asset transfer 
to the Parish Council which would then enable the Parish Council to arrange the cuts.  The Parish 
Council could also designate certain areas as wildflower areas if they wished.  An officer from 
MDDC is to meet Cllr J Roach to walk around the various arrears. 
 
Cllr J Roach proposed the Parish Council write to the Chief Executives of MDDC and DCC to request 
they consider an asset transfer of the areas of grass to the Parish Council.  Cllr Lawson seconded the 
proposal.  A vote was taken with 6 in favour and 1 abstention. 
 
(v) Picnic Table, Little Rec 
 
It was agreed to check the position with regard to securing the Picnic Table with Mr G Knowles 

 
(vi) To consider removing electrical supply to Old Fire Station 

 
The Chairman reported he was to meet an Engineer at the Old Fire Station on the 20th July in order 
that the supply and meter can be assessed.  The Clerk informed the meeting that there was 
currently a possible debt of £276.95.  She had spoken to EDF who had indicated that no funds had 
been put on the meter since 2010 – the debt was in all probability a build up of a quarterly fee. 
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An email had been received from the Street Market Committee who had asked that the Parish 
Council do not cut off the supply to the Old Fire Station before the Street Market has taken place 
and asked that it should be delayed until Monday 8th August.  Mr Snowdon confirmed that the 
Street Market will undertake to cover any standing charge accrual during August which he believes 
is in the order of 15p per day and the electricity used on behalf of the Street Market. 
 
After discussion Cllr J Roach proposed that the Parish Council remove the electricity supply from the 
Old Fire Station as from Monday 8 August 2016.  Cllr Kennard seconded the proposal.  A vote was 
taken which was unanimous. 

 
Minute  112580  Website 
 
Cllr Kennard indicated that she was deputy to the Clerk with regard to the maintenance of the website 
with Cllr G Barrett third.  Cllr Kennard stated she would prefer Cllr G Barrett to be the Clerk’s deputy and 
this was agreed. 
 
Minute 112581  Update on Neighbourhood Plan 
 
Cllr Kennard indicated the Consultation had been deferred until early September. 
 
Minute 112582  Queen’s 90th Birthday Party Celebrations – final report by Chairman 
 
The Chairman reported the Celebrations had gone well  with more parishioners attending than had been 
expected.  A profit had been made and a breakdown of the takings were circulated to members.  The 
Chairman thanked everyone who had helped with the preparations before, during and after the 
Celebration. 
. 
 
Minute 112583   Matters brought forward by the Chairman 
Correspondence 
 
Concerns had been expressed by Mrs J Knowles at the condition of the village centre, Fore Street and 
High Street and in particular weeds along the pavement edges. 
 
 


