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Minutes of the meeting of Silverton Parish Council 

Held Monday 6th November 2017 

Present: Cllr J Barrett (Chairman), Cllrs G Barrett, A Lawson, K Faulhaber, A Hill, F 

Derbyshire, J Roach, & S Roach  

Minute 112794   Apologies 

Apologies were received from County Cllr M Squires + Cllr O Kennard 

Minute 112795 To consider applications for co-option as a Parish Councillor 

None 

Minute 112796 Meeting open to members of the public – 15 minutes 

Mr Paul Webster addressed the meeting with regard to the current position of the Youth Club 

and suggested that the Parish Council liaise with the Crediton Committee to agree a way 

forward and consider an annual amount the Parish Council could contribute from Council 

funds on an ongoing basis to ensure the future of the Youth Club.   

A Statement was read by Mr D Wright regarding the item on the last agenda relating to his 
Appeal to the Secretary of State.  Cllr J Roach responded to the Statement. 

 

District Cllr B Deed addressed the meeting and stated that no District Councillor can influence 

a decision of the planning committee to the extent that the Committee is a body trained to look 

at applications from a planning perspective only.  Any decisions made are made purely on 

planning grounds. 

Mr Wise addressed the meeting with regard to the condition of the War Memorial site which 

he said was still not tidy although some work has been carried out.  He pointed out the lettering 

on the Memorial cannot be read.  He also queried if traffic would be stopped for the 

Remembrance Day Parade and the Chairman confirmed he had asked the Police to attend if 

possible although this would depend on the workload at the time. 

Mr Green addressed the meeting and asked for the current position with regard to the website.  

Cllr G Barrett informed Mr Green that she had updated some information on current website.  

Mr Green asked if it was possible to put a notice on the website to say it is currently sleeping?  

The   Chairman pointed out that the site was not sleeping and the Minutes and Agendas in 

particular were currently being uploaded to the site.    Mr Green stated he felt the site was 

dormant with no information relating to the impending transfer.   

Minute 112797 To approve Minutes of meeting held on 2nd October 2017 

Page 1482 – Minute 112791 – second line should read “The Appeal was fair, transparent and 
open and Cllr J Roach had no influence with regard to the Appeal Decision.”   
 
Subject to the above amendment Cllr S Roach proposed the Minutes be accepted as a true 

record.  Cllr Lawson seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 6 in favour 2 abstentions 
 
Minute 112798  Matters arising from the Minutes of 2.10.2017 
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War Memorial – Clerk had contacted War Memorials Trust as she had received no 

communication from the Trust after submitting the Pre-Grant Form.  The Trust confirmed they 

had a record of receiving the application but appeared to have lost it in the interim period.  The 

application had been re-submitted and emails had been received from the Trust confirming 

receipt.   The Trust had been very apologetic for the error.  

 

Website – application submitted to MDDC to transfer Parish Council Website in order that 

MDDC will host the site. 

 

Cllr Faulhaber is now shown as a Councillor on the Website. 

 

Grass Cutting – The Clerk had requested Contractor to carry out an emergency basic cut to the 

Children’s Play Area in order that children could use this area especially during half-term. 

Parents had also contacted the Clerk expressing concerns that broken glass could be in the Play 

Area and due to the length of grass they would not necessarily see this. 

 

Tennis Court lining – this has not as yet been carried out by our Contractor. 

 

Tennis Hut Repairs – specifications have been sent to 3 possible contractors with a deadline 

for return of tenders of 30th November. 

 

Trees behind Tennis Hut – reply received from MDDC which has been circulated to all 

Councillors. 

 
Minute 112799 Discussions with Police Representatives, County Cllr M Squires 

and District Councillors J Roach & B Deed  

Cllr B Deed informed the meeting that there had been some activity, mainly on the grounds of 

lack of transparency, at a full Council meeting and in particular to a  Part II decision.  There is 

some concern that the District Council is not representing local people. 

There had been a well published Annual state of the District Debate this afternoon – on this 

occasion the  Police & Crime Commissioner had attended the meeting at Phoenix House to 

discuss what the police are doing and also to take questions.     Cllr Deed confirmed this had 

been a useful meeting.   He said that there are a number of PCSOs across the District and he 

feels they should attend at least 3 or 4  Parish Council or Parish meetings a year. 

Cllr J Roach indicated she had ”called into Committee” the applications relating to  Butterleigh 

Road and West’s Garage site. 

She pointed out there were scams being circulated with one  relating specifically to HMRC 

and one to a Council Tax Rebate.  Parishioners should be wary of these. 

Cllr Hill raised the question why is MDDC investing in commercial property and not residential 

homes.  Cllr Deed confirmed MDDC currently had circa 3,100 council houses.  The Local 

Authority had an original debt of £45m.  Until couple of years ago if  the District Council sold 

a council house 75% of the sale proceeds had to go back to Government which meant  it could 

not  automatically replace the housing stock when one was sold.   

The Chairman read a Report from County Cllr Margaret Squires.  Cllr J Roach informed the 

meeting she had received many  complaints regarding pot holes which are not being filled 

within time limit after having been reported to DCC.  It was agreed to Ask County Councillor 
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Squires to report to the December meeting as to whether or not DCC is meeting the 

requirements re filling potholes. 

No report had been received from PSCO Roberts 

Minute 112800 Planning 

Cllr J Roach took no part in the discussions as she is a District Councillor for the Ward and wishes 

to remain independent of the Parish Council so as to be able to represent the parishioners. 

 (a) Applications 

17/01725/CAT – notification of intention to remove 1 Eucalyptus tree within Conservation Area – High 

Bullen House, 30 High Street, Silverton 

Cllr J Roach declared a personal interest prior to any discussions taking place on the above application.  Cllr 

Faulhaber  proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr Hill seconded the application.  

A vote was taken with  7 in favour and 1 abstention 

17/01703/CAT – notification of intention to fell 1 Sycamore tree within Conservation Area – land at NGR 

295793 103378 Coach Road, Silverton – should be Prispen House 

Cllr S Roach proposed the Parish Council support the above application.  Cllr G Barrett seconded the 

proposal.  A vote was taken with 7 in favour 1 abstention 

17/01395/FULL – revised drawings – Erection of 5 dwellings with associated parking following demolition 

of industrial units – M H West & Son, The Garage, Silverton 

Cllr A Hill declared a personal interest prior to any discussions taking place on the above application.   

Cllr Faulhaber stated the applicant had rearranged the parking spaces but  in his view he does not consider 

space 3 actually works as there does not appear to be a sufficient turning area.  He proposed the Parish 

Council recommended refusal of the above application on the  grounds of overdevelopment of the site and 

the parking issue having not been resolved satisfactory.  Cllr Derbyshire seconded the proposal.  A vote was 

taken with 6 in favour and 2 abstentions 

17/01656/LBC – Listed Building Consent for installation of 2 roof lights on storage barn – Aishe Barton, Old 

Butterleigh Road, Silverton 

 Cllr Faulhaber proposed the Parish Council supports the above application.  Cllr S 

Roach seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken with 6 in favour 2 abstentions 

Old Butterleigh Road – It was agreed to ask MDDC for an extension of time to 

the December meeting.  Letter received from Arthur Williams.  Councillors read 

and pass on documents 

(b) Approvals/Refusals (received from MDDC) 

▪ APPROVAL- Retention of change of use of agricultural buildings to B1(business), B2(general 
industry) and B8(storage and distribution) uses Roosters,  Babylon, Silverton 

▪ NO OBJECTION – fell 4 Sycamore trees, crown reduce 1 Eucalyptus by up to 5m and remove 
northern branch and crown reduce 1 Apple tree within Conservation Area - Bycott, School Road, 
Silverton 

▪ NO OBJECTION – fell 2 Leylandi  trees to ground level; reduce height of 1 Oak tree to 4m and 
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pollard/reduce back 1 Silverton Birch tree by 4-5m from ground level within the Conservation Area 
– 38 Fore Street, Silverton 

▪ AGRICULTURAL/FORESTY DEVELOPMENT ACCEPTANCE – erection of an agricultural livestock 
building – Queensborough Farm, Bradninch 

 
Above noted 

 
(c) Any other planning matters 

 

Minute 11801 Finances 

(a)  Monthly invoices 

Chq No 

Payee Amount Income Amount 

002314 Mrs S Woodland Clerk’s wages (£551.44 ) + ink 
  

002315 Mr D L Marsden £250.00 (contractor)   

003216 Thomas Westcott Pension Auto Enrolment - £90.00   

003217 MDDC DCC Verge grass cutting - £1,992.83   

003218 Western Power  

Distribution 

New supply to Rec. Field - £2,130.81   

003219 Mr D L Marsden Additional cut for children’s play park  - £40.00   

Cllr J Roach informed the meeting there was an issue with regard to the cutting of the  DCC 

verges as she believed the pond site  had only received one cut this year.  It was agreed that 

the MDDC be asked to confirm when the cuts were carried out before this invoice was paid 

and when future cuts were made that the Clerk be informed so a record can be maintained. .   

It was agreed “Grass Cutting” would be an Agenda item for the December meeting.   

Cllr J Roach proposed a vote of thanks to everyone who assisted clearing the tennis hut and 

pulling everything together.  Cllr G Barrett seconded the proposal  A vote was taken which 

was unanimous.. 

 (b) Other Financial matters 

 (i) To discuss Grant Thornton Audit Result  

Chairman apologised for missing a page on the Annual Governance Statement.  Cllr J Roach 

explained that Grant Thornton took over from Audit Commission.  The Parish Council noted 

the comments made by Grant Thornton and would bear these in mind when considering the 

2017/2018 Annual Audit paperwork. 

(ii) To discuss provision of Christmas Tree for Little Rec  

An offer of a Christmas Tree had been made from Mr George Mills and it was agreed this 

would be accepted.  The Chairman stated that he had spoken with Dave Vittles who would 

collect the tree from the Allotment and deliver it to the Little Rec. 
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With regard to additional lighting for the tree, Cllr J Roach proposed the sum of up to £100 be 

spent on additional lights.  Cllr Lawson seconded the proposal.  A vote was taken which was  

unanimous 

 (iii) To discuss any projects eligible for TAP Funding + request from Bradninch Town 

Council for support for their TAP Funding application to replace windows at the West 

End Hall 

The Clerk confirmed the deadline for Round 2 applications is 28 February 2018. It was agreed 

to discuss any possible projects at the December meeting. 

With regard to the request from Bradninch Town Council, Cllr S Roach proposed that Silverton 

Parish Council support this application.  Cllr G Barrett seconded the proposal.  A vote was 

taken which was unanimous.  

(iv) Update re Community First Responder 

An email received from South Western Ambulance Service (SWAS) had been circulated to all 

Councillors in which the Assistant Community Responder Officer had confirmed SWAS were 

unable to currently start any new groups and are only recruiting into existing groups where 

applicants must reside within a 3 mile radius. The current recruitment locations vacancies are 

advertised at www.jobs.nhs.uk with the next advert being opened on the 18th December 2017.    

It was agreed to ask SWAS to keep us on their list as and when they are able to provide 

training.  It was pointed out that there are companies which provide first aid training and 

defibrillator courses which some communities have had provided and these are beneficial to 

anyone who attends.  However, SWAS can only recognise First Responders who have come 

through their process. 

It was noted that the main issue is getting the machine to the person who needs it and very 

often neighbours would help in any event.   Training is not a Parish Council responsibility.  The 

British Heart Foundation had previously offered to do further training and Dr O’Brien had 

indicated he would like the surgery involved with this training.  The Clerk will liaise with Dr 

O’Brien and BHF with a view to arranging a further training session. 

An email had been received from Karen Goldby indicating that she had trained members of 

the Spar Shop on use of the defibrillator and also giving details of “GoodSAM” .  This is a 

scheme where a defibrillator is registered with the site  and will be highlighted if a volunteer is 

alerted.  It was agreed to ask BHF and South West Ambulance Service if they approve of this 

particular app. 

 (v) Consider letter from Friends of Wyndham House re request Parish Council takes over 

responsibility for two seats to be erected in memory of the late Stan Chilcott MBE 

It was agreed the Parish Council would be delighted to adopt these seats but as they are not 

being placed on Parish Council land it does not feel it is able to do so.  The Clerk to suggest 

the Friends of Wyndham House approach MDDC with a view to entering into an agreement 

with it. 

(vi) Update re transferring Parish Council Website to MDDC 

The Clerk informed the meeting that it was necessary to appoint a “Content Editor” who would 

be given one to one training by MDDC.  It was agreed the Clerk should hold this role. 

http://www.jobs.nhs.uk/
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It was agreed that Spartan Website Design be informed of the decision to have the site hosted 

by MDDC. It was noted that the Parish Council will need to have the website name transferred 

back to our server and query if there is any cost in doing this.  

 (vii) Report re site meeting at Jubilee Garden with regard to maintenance of the area  

Cllr S Roach informed the meeting that he had received no notification of a site meeting taking 

place.   It was agreed councillors will walk around the village together to review both the Jubilee 

Garden and the general condition  of the village. 

(viii) To note receipt of Locality Budget Payment contribution to DAAT Night Landing Site 

of £1,000.00 

Noted 

Minute 112802 Cleanliness of village (weeds, litter dog faeces etc) (Requested by 

Cllr J Roach)  

This will be considered when Councillors walk the village. 

Minute 112803 Speeding in the Village (requested by Cllr J Roach) 

Cllr J Roach stated that the Parish Council had previously asked for a Senior Officer to attend 

a meeting but the request had been declined at the time.  Speeding in the village is a problem 

and cars are still travelling on the wrong side of the bollards in Park Road.    The Clerk to ask 

again for a Senior Officer to attend a meeting. 

Minute 112804 Ownership of Recreation Field (requested by Cllr J Roach)  

Cllr J Roach confirmed she and the Clerk were currently working on this and it was agreed 

this item be deferred to the December meeting 

Minute 112805 Garden behind War Memorial 

It was agreed to thank Joan Park for the work she had carried out with regard to 

weeding/clearing garden behind War Memorial.  Cllr J Roach pointed out she has always 

cleared this area prior to the Remembrance Service and she had never let the Parish Council 

down.  She felt that if there was an issue with the condition of the garden someone should 

have either telephoned her or sent her an email. Before having this as an Agenda item a 

telephone call would have sufficed and Cllr J Roach could have explained the position. 

Minute 112806 Parish Council Emergency Plan 

Clerk to update and circulate – Cllr G Barrett has a list of the key holders for  the Community 

Hall – agreed this be reviewed at the  December meeting.  

Minute 112807 Update on Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr J Roach confirmed there are on-going negotiations with MDDC re land allocation. 

Minute 112808 Update on Air Ambulance Night Landing Site 

The electricity supply was awaited from Western Power Distribution. 

The Chairman expressed the thanks of the Parish Council to Cllrs Hill and Faulhaber for all 

the work they had put into this project.  
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Minute 112809  MDDC 10 Year Plan re fencing Play Area  

The Emails from Mark Hiscock (representing community of Culm Lea, River Drive and 

Stoneyford) and Andrew Prithard (MDDC) had been re-circulated to all Councillors.  Cllr J 

Roach informed the meeting she would be speaking at a MDDC meeting tomorrow and will 

say the Parish Council would be horrified if MDDC were to take away fencing away from the 

Ellerhayes Play Area rather than replace it if damaged.  The potential danger for children 

running directly onto roads and also  free access to dogs who could foul the areas was 

highlighted if MDDC do not replace play area fencing 

Minute 112810 Matters brought forward by the Chairman 

It was noted that 3 Green Bins were missing from the Little Rec.   The Clerk will Contact MDDC 

and ask them if they will replace them.  MDDC will also be asked if the Parish Council can 

secure them in some way and also write SPC on the bins.   

That under Section 100(A) of the Local Government Act 1972 the press and public be excluded from 

the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of 

exempt information as defined in Paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A to the Act.  The Public 

Interest Test has been applied and favours exclusion of the information from the Press and Public 

Minute 112811 16/01830/FULL – siting of 1 mobile home, 2 motor homes and a compost 

w.c. – Oak Meadow, Silverton  

A general discussion arose regarding the various issues at Oak Meadow. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30 
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