
DOWN  ST  MARY  VILLAGE  HALL 

MINUTES  OF  MEETING  HELD  ON 

4TH  DECEMBER,  2017 

 
 

Present: Alan Clarke, Anthony Martin, Tessa Pluck, Audrey Cooke, Denise 
Appleyard, Nigel Fidock 

 
Apologies: David Cooper 
 
Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on the 13th November, 2017 were 

shared, read and agreed. 

 

Treasurers Report: Nigel supplied an up to date Treasurer’s report showing a low 

spending and income month.   

 

Matters Arising: Tessa reported that Chris Hampton of Bearnes is happy to do another 

Antique Valuation Evening and waits to hear what dates are good for 

us.  It was suggested either 20th or 27th April, 11th May or 7th or 14th 

September but no definite date was decided.  Tessa to contact Chris 

Hampton to see what dates are best for him. 

  

 The skittle evening was discussed and it was suggested that we do no 

food except crisps and charge an entrance fee.  Bar to be the same as 

usual.  A tentative date of March was given for this event.  Nigel said 

pasty etc. was part of the evening and Audrey said that the quiches 

were very popular so villagers could have either or. 

 

Chair’s Comment: Alan to drop in a poster to the Crediton Courier re our Christmas event. 

 

Race Night: Tessa supplied a balance sheet for the Race Night held on the 26th 

November, 2018 showing it raised a total profit of £363.35.  Tessa has 

sent thank you letters to the Devonshire Dumpling for organising the 

race night and also to the Waie Inn for lending the Village Hall the 

projector.  A discussion ensued re buying a present for Gordon and 

Janet of the Devonshire Dumpling and Dave Cooper suggested that we 

buy them some cinema tickets as they go to the cinema a lot.  Audrey 

suggested £20 and Tessa to ascertain whether they go to Okehampton 

or Exeter cinemas and either Audrey or Nigel to buy tickets.  Nigel to 

take tickets to Gordon and Janet. 

 

Christmas Event: The Christmas event to be held on the 16th December, 2017 was 

discussed in great detail.  Nigel has purchased 800 lights for the tree 

costing £8 for 200.  These were half price.  Nigel has approached Will 

Jones and he will collect the tree and just requires a couple of days 



notice and Denise said he would have help and he said he would not 

take any money for diesel.   

 

Denise said the tree was being cut down on Thursday, 7th December, 

2017 and Tessa said we need to measure trunk when it arrives.  Alan 

has not been able to ask James Tucker re digging the borehole so Tessa 

to ask Johnnie Rookes to dig a 4ft. borehole.  Tessa to supply pipe in 

which to insert tree.  Dave Vennelle to lift tree with his fork lift  and 

display lights on  Monday, 11th December, 2017 and Tessa, Nigel and 

Denise will help.  It was suggested that Susan’s of Crediton may be 

able to make a star for the top of the Christmas tree and Audrey said 

that Sarah Pepper made a willow one for the W.I.  Denise and Tessa to 

sort out.  

 

Nigel produced some hot sausage rolls for the committee to try.  

Olivers were 90p and they could be cut into 3 and Tescos were 30p a 

roll.  Everybody preferred Olivers so Nigel to order 20 sausage rolls to 

save the committee from cooking them.  Denise and Tessa to supply 

mince pies.  Denise has made a Christmas cake and it was agreed that 

we should do ‘Guess the Weight of the Cake’.  Committee to supply 

draw prizes.  Tessa and Denise to buy presents for Father Christmas 

and Nigel said he would donate them.  Denise suggested hot chocolate 

that could be put in thermos flasks and served in polystyrene cups and 

mulled wine which she and Audrey would make.   Paula and Kath will 

do the sausage and chips, Pat Solley and Belinda will help Anthony as 

Father Christmas in the Village Hall.  Tessa’s truck to be decorated 

with lights and Annabel to drive down to Morchard Road and back 

around Down St. Mary with Father Christmas (Anthony) and give 

sweets to the children.   With regards to the reindeer racing, the 

reindeer to be given names and the lanes numbered.  It was agreed it 

would be 50p a go with a prize for the children 8 years and under and 

adults.  Thanks were given to Peter Pearson who made the reindeer 

models.  

 

Meeting to pick site for tree Thursday, 7th December at 2pm.  Set up 

Village Hall 2.30 pm Friday, 15th December. 

 

Future Events:  Skittle evening and Antiques Evening as mentioned in Matters Arising. 

 

Any Other Business: Andie has mended the outside lights.  

  

 

 

 

NEXT  MEETING: 

 

MONDAY,  22nd JANUARY, 2018 AT 7.30 P.M. 


