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WASHFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
 

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on Tuesday 19th September 
2017 in Washfield Memorial Hall at 7.30pm. 

 
Present: Cllr’s Mrs A Trout (Chair), R Arnold, M Balment, J Boundy, P Crease, J Mock, and  
R Webber.  
In attendance: District Cllr A Moore, County Cllr Mrs P Colthorpe and the Clerk,  
Mrs J Larcombe. 
 
24/09/17. To receive apologies. Apologies were received from District Cllr R Stanley. 
 
25/09/17. Disclosure of interest in item on the Agenda. There were no disclosures. 
 
26/09/17. To agree the minutes of the meeting held on 18th July 2017 as a true record  
                of the Meeting. The minutes were agreed as a true record of the meeting  
                and were duly signed by the Chairman. 
 
27/09/17. Matters arising from the minutes. It was reported that someone has put ‘There is  
                no such thing as the poo fairy’ signs under the ‘no dog fouling signs’ put up by Cllr  
                Balment. 
                No one noticed the litter buster team in the parish and there appears to have been  
                no difference in the amount of litter. Recycling collections create an additional  
                litter problem as some plastic and paper spills out of the lorry and some blows out  
                of the recycling boxes. 
 
28/09/17. Planning 
                a) To make a recommendation on any planning applications received  
                the meeting.  
                17/01342/CLU Certificate of Lawfulness for the existing use of barns as a separate  
                unit of residential accommodation for more than four years. The Barn, Hatswell,  
                Lower Washfield. Applicant: Mr M Heggadon. It was noted that this has been used  
                as residential accommodation since March 2012. Cllr Moore was asked to find out  
                whether residents have been paying council tax.  
                17/01426/House Erection of single storey extensions, raising of roof and installation  
                of 4 dormer windows to provide first floor accommodation and erection of detached  
                double garage and store. Applicants: Mr and Mrs White. 
                Comment: Washfield Parish Council support the granting of planning approval as  
                this will improve the existing dwelling.. 
                b) To note any decisions on planning applications made by MDDC 
                There were no decisions. 
                c) Local Plan Review 2013 – 2033. The first examination hearing on the proposed  
                allocation at Junction 27 of the M5 together with the associated housing allocations  
                at Higher Town, Sampford Peverell and at Blundell’s Road, Tiverton planned for       
                26th and 27th September has been postponed at the request of MDDC. The  
                Inspector chose that part of the plan to examine. MDDC does not know that  
                decision was made but a number of Local Plans have been submitted. Having  
                reviewed statements and taken legal advice the Council now believes that it should  
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                follow a precautionary approach and commission an independent report to review  
                the major modification stage of the sustainability appraisal. It could take up to six  
                months to submit it again and this will cause a significant delay and the threat of  
                speculative development. As there is no five year housing supply plan in place  
                developers can come forward and put in applications for sites that are not included  
                in the plan. The Local Plan sets out the principle and policy for development and  
                then planning approval has to be granted before any development can take place.  
                The current plan has less strength as it doesn’t have enough housing supply. In  
                to a question asking whether there would be housing at Junction 27 it was  
                explained that development at Junction 27 would be for retail, leisure and tourism.  
                People employed in these businesses will need housing which will be in Willand,  
                Sampford Peverell and the Tiverton Eastern Urban Extension, already included in  
                the current plan. The planning application submitted for a garage at Junction 27 is  
                linked to a previous planning permission. 
                d) Any other planning matters. There is a proposal to build some affordable  
                housing in Stoodleigh on a site owned by MDDC. A housing survey needs to be  
                carried out in Stoodleigh, Oakford and Washfield to confirm the level of need for  
                affordable housing. The survey will be posted to everyone in these three parishes.  
                The Rural Housing Enabler, working with Devon Communities Together, will be  
                carrying out the survey. Devon Communities Together has asked each of the  
                parishes to make a contribution towards the cost of carrying out the survey. It was  
                agreed to contribute £100 which is the same amount as the other two Parish  
                Councils have agreed to contribute. The homes will be owned by MDDC but will be  
                managed by a housing association. If housing need is identified in Washfield it  
                could open up the possibility of affordable housing in Washfield. There was concern  
                that a housing survey had been carried out in the past and people had not bothered  
                to reply. Councillors were asked to encourage people to reply. It is hoped that any  
                affordable housing built will actually be affordable.  
 
29/09/17. Highways 
                a) To report on any highways work carried out in the parish and to note any  

     highways work needed. A local contractor has cut back the hedge on the  
     Rackenford Meadows side of Washfield Lane. The surface of the road close to the  
     junction of Washfield Lane and Rackenford Meadows is in the system to be  
     repaired. The cost of a new arm for the fingerpost sign at Pilemoor Cross will cost  
     £20 and this was agreed. The new arm will direct traffic to Washfield.  It was also  
     agreed to repair the finger post sign at Cotleigh. It was noted that it is difficult to turn  
     right at Cotleigh Cross when travelling from Lower Washfield. Cllr Mrs Colthorpe  
     suggested applying to the TAP Fund to pay for the work. An eight wheeler lorry with  
     a jetter was sent clear the drain on the road from Washfield to Cove, between  
     Brambles and Emmerford Cross, but was too large to access the drain. A temporary  
     repair has been made to the culvert. Highways need to be chivvied up to repair it  
     properly. No new reflective signs have been put up on Stoodleigh Drive and some  
     of the existing ‘reds’ are now white which could be confusing. A down pipe on the       
     Granary at Cotleigh is allowing water to run onto the road. Steve Leigh, DCC  
     Neighbourhood Highways Officer, is trying to get this dealt with. Water is still  
     running into the road off the surface of the lane into the chicken unit at Cotleigh  
     when it rains heavily. This is not DCC’s responsibility and the land owner will be  
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     contacted. There was concern that it will be icy during cold weather. There is a salt  
     bin nearby. The Clerk will send details to Stuart Noyce, MDDC Waste & Transport  
     Manager, about the location of where silt is collecting and blocking a drain at the  
     bottom of the hill at Cotleigh. This will be looked at to see whether it can be cleaned  
     by MDDC. 
     b) Any other highways matters. No other highways matters. 

           
30/09/17. Finance 

a) To approve any payments. It was resolved to make the following payment: 
Mrs J Larcombe - £72.40 Clerk’s salary (Chq no 494) 

                b) TAP Fund – to consider whether there are any projects in Washfield for  
                which to make an application for funding. The Village Hall Committee is  
                planning some improvements to the kitchen and Cllr Balment will make Anne Moore  
                aware of the opportunity to apply for some funding towards the project. The  
                deadline for the first round of funding is 30th September. 
                A question was raised about Washfield’s eligibility to access funding from nearby  
                solar farms. Cllr Moore will make enquiries. 

      
31/09/17. County & District Cllr Reports.  
                County - Cllr Mrs Colthorpe reported that a newsletter with information about the  
                works to create a new junction on the A361for the Tiverton eastern urban extension  
                has been circulated electronically. There is a named person to contact if there are  
                any issues as a result of the construction works. Statutory consultation is the next  
                step in the plans to convert Charlton Lodge, a former DCC care home in Tiverton,  
                to a 40 place special school for secondary age children with SEN and disabilities.  
                Funding was discussed by Cabinet on September 13th and a planning application  
                has been made. It is hoped the school will open in September 2018.     
                Gigaclear, who won the second phase contract for the Connecting Devon and  
                Somerset programme, has begun pre-construction survey work for the major new  
                engineering project which will provide an entirely new full fibre network which is  
                expected to deliver broadband at some of the fastest speeds in the UK. In Devon,  
                work to lay the new cables is due to start in November with a view to connecting the  
                first homes and businesses in February next year. Airband, who are building a new  
                superfast wireless broadband network, is covering areas in northern, western and  
                central Devon which cannot be reached by cabling. The ‘Jurassic Coast Trust’ is  
                now up and running and in charge of England’s only World Heritage Site. The new  
                trust is supported by a range of local businesses as well as by Devon and Dorset  
                County Councils and will be operating from Bridport. The Corporate Infrastructure  
                and Regulatory Scrutiny Committee is holding a day long ‘Spotlight Review’ on 12th  
                October into the effects of financial cuts to neighbourhood policing on local  
                communities.  The police review ‘Project Genesis’ is covering much the same  
                ground and the timing should ensure input from C.I.R. Cllr Mrs Colthorpe will be  
                able to ask questions on behalf of members of the public.  
                
                District – Cllr Moore reported the planning department is now fully staffed,  
                some people are starting shortly. The enforcement team is also up to strength 
                and is catching up on historic matters. Work to extend the gym at Exe Valley                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
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                Leisure Centre is three weeks behind schedule. More parking spaces are being  
                created. The pop up gym in Market Walk has proved to be very popular. MDDC’s  
                accounts were signed and submitted within hours of the audit process opening. The  
                subject for the State of the District Debate is policing in Mid Devon.                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 
32/09/17. Town & Parish Council Code of Conduct Training Sessions. MDDC is holding  
                training sessions in Crediton, Cullompton and Tiverton. The Tiverton sessions will  
                be held on 30th October and 16th November at Phoenix House 7 – 9pm. 
      
33/09/17. Chairman’s Announcements and Correspondence. The following  
                correspondence was noted: 
                CHAT – publicity information for the launch of the new housing hub in Tiverton. 
 
34/09/17. Public Questions. There were no members of the public present. 
 
35/09/17. Date of next meeting. The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 21st November  
                2017. 
 
                The meeting closed at 9.10pm        


