
Report for the meeting held of Borden Gate Parish Council 21.11.17 

 

The main issues at Devon County is the preparation of the next year`s budget, that is ongoing, 
because of the austerity times we are in the next year`s budget preparation is always ongoing. This 
last 8 years have seen £267m cuts in grant from Government and we have to make another £30m 
cut for next year. It is generally excepted the Government grant will disappear completely by 2020, 
when we will be on our own.  we will have to be a very lean and mean Authority.  We 
have  pressures on funding, with ageing population.  The Adult Social Care is 47% of the Council 
Budget.  Our `Promoting Independence Policy` is being embraced by staff and we are making 
progress in how we are supporting older people in a way that promotes their independence. 
  
Any property which is surplus to requirement, we are selling, to date we have sold property worth 
£4m and there is another £7.5m to be sold by the year end, all sales will go back for capital 
investments.  
Only five months into this current year, and we are predicting a £1.99m underspend by the end of 
year, but there is a long way to go and we have the winter in front of us.  
  
Meg Booth has been promoted to Head of Highways, Infrastructure and Waste, taking over from 
David Whitton, who has retired. Work continues on the roll out of the LED lighting across the 
County. Work on the “A” road network is nearing completion, with the remainder of the funding 
being used by the end of March 2018 to replace our highest energy usage lanterns. In total with the 
£10m investment we will have replaced about 25,000 lanterns and 5,000 columns, there will be 
significant savings in energy costs. 
  
The average recycling rates of all Districts, including Exeter,  have achieved a 55.7%,  up .6% on the 
previous year.  Mid Devon has achieved a recycling rate of 53.4%, below average but up 2.6% on the 
previous year, going in the right direction, at the same time reducing their running costs, this has 
been attributed to the fact that Mid Devon moved all their operations to Hitchcoks Business 
Park.  Devon`s average waste per head of population is 461kg, up 3kg,  Mid Devon has reduced 
theirs by 21kg to 355kg per head.  Devon County is the 4th best performing Waste Disposal Authority 
in the Country, Oxford being the best. 
It is interesting to note that East Devon have gone to a 3 weekly collection, I will be going to meet 
East Devon just to see how it is all working out and what reaction they had from the community. 
  
I would also like to remind you that I have the locality budget and if local clubs, charities and 
organisations could do with some small funding, just to contact me. It is not a big budget but does 
allow communities to access a few hundred pounds.  
  
Nearly end of another year. I would like to wish all the residents of the Borden Gate Area a very 
Happy Xmas and a Healthy New year 
  
Ray Radford 
Devon County Councillor 
Willand & Uffculme Division 
Email: ray.radford@devon.gov.uk 
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