
 

Newton St Cyres Parish Council 
Notice of Meeting of Parish Council 

Dear Councillors 
I hereby give notice that a Meeting of the above named Parish Council will be held in the Parish Hall 
on Thursday 7 December 2017 at 7.00pm. 
 
All members of the Council are hereby summoned to attend for the purpose of considering and 
resolving upon the Business to be transacted at the meeting set out hereunder.  
 
Dated this 2 December 2017 

Signed     Jane Hole 
Clerk to the Parish Council        nsc_pc@outlook.com           01392 851148 

Business to be Transacted 
Public Participation 

(i) Police Report 
(ii) Public Question Time.  Members of the public are invited to give their views and ask questions 

on issues on this agenda or to raise issues for future consideration by the Parish Council. 
(iii) Simon Trafford, Planning Officer MDDC will be present to discuss current planning applications 

 
Formal Business 

(Members of the public may not take part in the formal business of the Parish Council except 
under special circumstances) 
 
01/12/17 Apologies - To receive apologies  
 
02/12/17 Declaration of Interest 
2.1 Register of Interests.  Councillors to update as required 
2.2 Personal Interests.  Councillors must declare any personal interest in items on the agenda 

and their nature. 
2.3 Prejudicial Interests.  Councillors must declare any prejudicial interest in items on the 

agenda and their nature and they must leave the meeting for that agenda item. 
 
03/12/17 Minutes of the last meetings held on Thursday 2 November 2017 (previously 

circulated) To be agreed and signed as a true record 
 
04/12/17 Mid Devon District Council 
4.1 Planning Applications: 
 17/01719/HOUSE - Erection of single storey extensions to rear and first floor extension over 

garage with balcony over rear workshop  at 3 Meadowlands Newton St Cyres Exeter Devon 
EX5 5BH 

4.2 Planning Decisions 
17/01605/FULL - Change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden adjacent to 3 Court 
Barton Cottages, Newton St Cyres – permission granted 
17/01501/PNCOU- Prior notification for the change of use of agricultural building to Class 
R (Flexible Business Use) at Home Farm, Newton St Cyres – approval of prior notification 
17/01554/PNAG - Prior notification for the erection of an agricultural livestock building at 
Hill Farm, Newton St Cyres  – Refusal of prior notification 

4.3 To note response from Simon Trafford re parish council input to planning applications – 
circulated by e-mail 

4.4 Report from Cllr P Hare- Scott  
 
05/12/17 Finance 
5.1 To approve signatures for this month’s cheques 
5.2 Parish Council Receipts Current Account:  £10.00 Allotment rent 
5.3 Parish Council Payment Current Account 

Item Payee Purpose Amount £ 

5.3.1 DALC New Cllr Course – G Barnell 30.00 

5.3.2 Grant Thornton Audit Fees 120.00 

mailto:nsc_pc@outlook.com
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=OYDDO5KS05K00&activeTab=summary
https://planning.middevon.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=OYDDO5KS05K00&activeTab=summary


5.3.3 Parish Magazine Printing Winter Newsletter 53.00 

5.3.4 S Parker Reimbursement for electric used for Vodafone  30.00 

5.3.5 NSC Twinning Surgery 4.00 

5.3.6 NSC Arboretum Surgery 4.00 

5.3.7 NSC Gardening Club Surgery 4.00 

5.3.8 J Hole Salary and expenses  301.25 

   £546.25 
5.4             Balances (after above transactions):  

 5.4.1   Parish Council Current Account balance: £12,617.84 
 5.4.2   Footpath Account: £407.29 
 5.4.3   Car Park resurfacing fund balance: £1,500.07 
5.5 Financial Statement and Budget Monitor – attached for Cllrs 
5.6 To note appointment of external auditor wef 1 April 2018 to March 2022- PKF Littlejohn LLP   
5.7 To agree contract for grass cutting – 4 quotes attached  
5.8 To consider a grant donation to Citizens Advice (see attached letter) 
5.9 To agree budget for 2018/19 and set precept – circulated separately 
 
06/12/17 Matters raised by the Chair 
 6.1 None 
 
07/12/17 Councillor’s Reports  
7.1 Areas of Responsibility report  
7.2 Surgery report from 4 November 2017 and to note surgery dates for 2018 (see below) 
7.3 To agree responsibility for new cemetery 
7.4 To note report from Devon Resilience Forum, 22 November, attached 
  
08/12/17 Clerk’s Report   
8.1 To consider request to attend Data Protection Course in April – cost £48.00 
 
09/12/17 Parish Council 
9.1 To note receipt of Community Right to Bid under the Localism Act for 13/00004/ACV for 

The Crown and Sceptre Public House, NSC – to agree if NSC PC wishes to be treated as 
a potential bidder during the interim moratorium period (e-mail from MDDC circulated).  To 
consider action required.   
To discuss potential Social Enterprise – report Cllr G Barnell 

9.2 The site of the existing Primary School – to consider the Parish Council’s approach to its 
future use. 

  
10/12/17 Devon County Council 
10.1 Outstanding Highways issues (see attached)  
10.2 New Road issues – overgrown hedges on Langford Road (write to landowner) 
10.3 Responsibility for verges and litter removal 
10.4 New school crossing point on A377 – Meg Booth, Head of Highways, has been invited to 

attend the February meeting to discuss solutions. 
10.5 Church Lane – to discuss if a warning sign for the junction with A377 would be beneficial  
10.6 Report from Cllr M Squires  
 
11/12/17 Miscellaneous Correspondence  
 A list will be available at the meeting 
  
12/12/17 Minor Matters and Items for Future Agenda 

 Each Councillor is requested to use this opportunity to report minor matters of information 
not included elsewhere on the agenda and to raise items for future agendas.  Councillors 
are respectfully reminded that this is not an opportunity for debate or decision making. 

 
13/12/17 Date of next meeting: Thursday 1 February 2017 in the Clubroom, Parish Hall, 

7.30pm (unless required for planning purposes) 
 

End of Formal Business 
Public Participation 

 Public Question Time.  Members of the public are invited to give their views and ask 
questions on issues on this agenda or to raise issues for future consideration by the Parish 
Council. 



 
Agenda Item 5.5

 

 



 

Agenda Item 5.7 

Grass cutting quotes 

 

 

Agenda Item 5.8 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2017 

Dear Newton St. Cyres Parish Council, 

Donation to Citizens Advice 2018/19 

Torridge, North, Mid and West Devon Citizens Advice offers a free service to members of the public across the Mid Devon 

area, providing advice and information for the benefit of the individual and the community. Many members of the public 

come to us in difficult circumstances when they have no one else to turn to. 

We pride ourselves on our credible reputation for giving high quality advice. To ensure our volunteers are providing this 

standard, we continually update and support our volunteers with training on complex enquiry areas. Training is a large 

expense for our organisation. We receive no financial help from our National Body, and operate as an independent charity. 

We have noticed a drop in Government funding as cuts are made, and we are aware that this may have an impact on our 

service within the local community. 

Over the past year we have noticed an increase in clients choosing to access our service through digital means. As a result 

of this, we are developing other avenues of communication in the form of web chats, email and telephone advice to meet 

the demands of the public and ensure that people do not suffer due to their inability to access face-to-face support. Since 

its launch our volunteers have been part of a Devon wide telephone service (Adviceline), which enables more people in the 

community to access our advice who may not be able to make it into their local office.    

Despite this, our face-to-face advice remains a vital part of our service and last year (2016/17) 30 clients from your Ward 

came to our offices for advice and information on 78 individual issues. The biggest enquiry area in the Ward of Newbrooke 

was Working & Child Tax credits. Last year in Mid Devon we helped clients to receive over £1.3 million of income gain to 

which they did not know they were entitled. This financial support was then brought back into the local economy.  

For every £1 of Local Authority funding we receive, we generate £2.67 in fiscal benefit. We would be extremely grateful if 

Newton St. Cyres Parish Council would consider making a donation to this valuable service to enable the residents of your 

Parish to continuing accessing free, independent, confidential and impartial advice. Thank you for your continued support. 

Yours faithfully, 

Vicki Rowe- Chief Executive Officer 

 

TNMWD Citizens Advice 

1-3 Bridge Buildings 

The Strand 

Barnstaple 

EX32 8LW 

Adviceline: 03444 111 444 

info@ruraldevoncab.org.uk   

www.ruraldevoncab.org.uk  

mailto:info@ruraldevoncab.org.uk
http://www.ruraldevoncab.org.uk/


 

Agenda Item 7.2 

Proposed Surgery/Coffee mornings 2018     

Month Date For:   

Jan 6 Church   

Feb 3 Arboretum   

Mar 3 Church   

Apr 7 Hall   

May 5 Church   

Jun 2 Twinners   

Jul 7 No coffee morning. Revels on 8 July   

Aug 4 Church   

Sep 1 Church   

Oct 6 Arboretum   

Nov 3 Church     

Dec 1 Garden Club  

Church x 6   = £24.00 

Hall x 1  = £4.00 

Twinners x 1  = £4.00 

Arboretum x 2  = £8.00 

Garden Club x 1  = £4.00 

Total   = £44.00 

 

Agenda Item 7.4 

REPORT TO NSC PARISH COUNCIL: Community Resilience Forum 

Meeting 

Jock Campbell – 22/11/17 

Background 

On the 22nd of November 2017 Devon Communities Together held the fifth meeting of the Devon 

Community Resilience Forum at the Kenn Centre, Kenford. This was a full day meeting and the 

agenda for the day was as follows: 

1. Welcome by Elaine Cook, Chief Executive Officer at Devon Communities Together 
2. Key note speech by Councillor Barry Parsons, DCC 
3. Presentation by Wendy Dunnett of Special Branch talking about the PROJECT strand of 

CONTEST (the UK Government’s Counter Terrorism Strategy). 



4. Presentation by Debbie Carrig from the  British Red Cross on what this organisation does at 
times of emergency. 

5. Break 
6. Presentations from two communities on their achievements with building greater resilience. 
7. Lunch 
8. Three Workshops were available on i) Risk assessment and assurance, ii) Chew Magna -

recruiting volunteers, iii) using walkie talkies in an emergency. 

Discussion 

The presentation by Councillor Barry Parsons focused on his role as a change manager for DCC.  

He broadly discussed the new approach to planning the way forwards within DCC that focussed more 

on the direction of travel rather than any key targets or aims.  This would involve greater engagement 

with communities and building on programmes such as the Road Warden scheme.  

Wendy Dunnett spoke about the anti-terrorism work of Special Branch which broadly follows the 

headings: Prevent, Pursue, Protect and Prepare.  She noted that there are some 3,000 people on 

Special Branch’s radar, but they did not have the resources to maintain coverage of all of these.  

There are only two Counter-Terrorism Security Advisers in Devon so they are highly dependent on 

communities to remain vigilant and report people who may be a threat. Key contacts are: Crime 

Stoppers on 0800555111, and the Anti-Terrorism Hotline on 0800789321.  She discussed the five 

levels of threat which are defined below:  

CRITICAL: An attack is expected imminently  

SEVERE: An attack is highly likely  

SUBSTANTIAL: An attack is a strong possibility  

MODERATE: An attack is possible but not likely  

LOW: An attack is unlikely  

The UK is currently at Severe and only goes to Critical if there is clear knowledge that an attack is 

going to happen immediately. Information on how communities, companies, and other organisations 

can prepare and protect themselves can be found at the NaCTSO website :  

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-counter-terrorism-security-office  

Debbie Carrig from the British Red Cross explained how her organisation works in an emergency. 

She explained that they fall under the command of the Fire and Rescue services or DCC.  They 

provide volunteers to assist rescue services and have specialist vehicles that can provide support for 

displaced people.  There are two levels of volunteers:  

i. Emergency response volunteer 
In an emergency such as a transport incident, evacuation, flood or fire,  these volunteers will be 
available to help. They’ll support the emergency services at a rest centre, or provide first aid or 
transport assistance. They could also provide practical and emotional help to people who have 
suddenly found themselves homeless following a fire, evacuation, industrial accident or flood. 

 
ii. Community reserve volunteer 

At the community level people can sign up to become a community reserve volunteer. The Red 
Cross will call on them only when they need extra hands during a big local emergency. This type 
of volunteering suits those who want to help but aren't able to commit to long-term volunteering.  

The two presentations on resilience work were by a group at Woodbury and one in Chew Magna.  
Both provided clear insights into their work and how they had met different challenges.  

I attended the workshop on use of walkie talkies in an emergency. This was given by Warrant Officer 
Elliot Drake from the 6th Battalion the Rifles.  This was on the military use of communications and 
control post operations.  It highlighted some of the very valuable uses of radio communications but 
also the potential for getting into a dreadful mess. He noted how the selection of a site for a command 

https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/national-counter-terrorism-security-office
https://reserves.redcross.org.uk/


post in advance of an emergency was essential to ensure that communications worked over the 
whole area, he suggested that a communications map for the Parish be established to avoid 
communication dead spots in an emergency situation.  He also discussed the operation of the Control 
Centre and how this should be run and managed. We carried out a training exercise to rescue people 
and cattle in a flood situation which highlighted some of the difficulties of poor communications. We 
also discussed clear information provision to the emergency services and discussed Basic Voice 
Procedure.  It was an excellent workshop which gave some clear indications on what to do and not to 
do with radio communications.  

Networking provided a useful opportunity to find out from St Thomas’ Resilience Group how their 
radio communications experiences had gone.  They had clearly experienced some of the difficulties 
outlined in the workshop but also found the walkie talkies very useful.   
 
Conclusions  

The meeting was a rather mixed collection of presentations, some useful, others less so.  It continues 

to be useful but will need to be more innovative if it wants to keep the interest of its audience.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Item 10.1 

Outstanding Highways Issues 

I. Drainage in Sand Down Lane – waiting for contractor to carry out work 

II. Concrete blocks by Langford Road – request sent to Highways to clean  

 

 

Outstanding District Councillor Actions 
Nil 



Clerks wages and expenses breakdown 

December 2017 

Salary for November    

26 hours x £11.054 

 

HMRC Tax - nil 

(tax being taken out of main 

DCC employment) 

 

  £287.40 

 

______ 

£287.40 

Expenses Quantity     

                Home Office allowance * 

Printing 5p per sheet 

2nd class stamp (56p) 

Envelopes 4p each 

Large envelope 

Lamanting pouches 

 

 

61 

3 

3 

 

 

 

 £9.00 

 £3.05 

 £1.68 

 £0.12 

 

 £0.00 

 

          *Split with Shobrooke PC 

Sub Total 

 

 

 

£13.85 

 

Total for December 2017  £301.25 

 


